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AGCC POSTPONES BUILDING REFINERY IN OMAN 
Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 6 Apr 86 p 15 


[Text] 





BAHRAIN—Plans by the six- 
nation Arab Gulf Cooperation 
Council (AGCC) to build a refinery 
in Oman have been shelved because 
of the current oil crisis, a senior 
AGCC official said here yesterday. 


Abdullah Al Quwaiz, Assistant 
AGCC Sccretary- General for Fconomic 
Affairs, told Bahrain's weekly Al-Adwa 
that the AGCC states had also deferred 
a decision to expand port facilities in 
the sultanate. 

“Studies on building a refinery in 
Oman have proved to be feasible.. but 
the deteriorating oil market situation 
makes such a plan doubtful, Dr Quwaiz 
said. 

“As for plans for expanding Omani 
ports, we feel that the existing AGCC 
ports, in the Strait of Hormuz or on 
the Red Sea, are capable of handling 
all our exports,’ he added. 


Monetary policy 


Plans to build a refinery in Oman and 
expand the Gulf states’ existing ports 
were first mooted in 1983, following 
Iran's threats to block the strategic Strait 
of Hormuz at the mouth of the Gulf-— 
lifeline to most of the state’s exports. 


Dr Quwaiz said AGCC countries were 
currenlty coordinating their economic, 
monetary and banking policies and 
increasing cooperation among mone- 
tary agencies and central banks. 


This was a step towards achieving eco- 
nomic integration, he said. 

Three studies had been conducted on 
the coordination of exchange rates. 
Governors of central banks of the 


AGCC states would shortly meet to dis- 
c ~* these studies, Dr Al Quwaiz said. 


On the deteriorating oi! prices, Dr Al 
Quwaiz said it was due to the glut and 
because some Opec members had aban- 
doned the organisation's policy of 
defending oil prices. 

Hie accused the European Economic 
Community of violating an agreement 

*ith the AGCC which calls for refrain- 
ing from adopting any decision that 
might affect negotiations between the 
two groups on petrochemicals. 

He said the EEC states used to impose 
customs duties on the products of the 
AGCC states in a way that aroused 
doubts and lack of credibility. 

Meanwhile, in Riyadh, it was 
announced that a meeting between the 
AGCC secretariat and the secretariat of 


the Kuwait-based Oapec would be held — 


at the AGCC headquarters here today. 


Energy talks 


The AGCC secretariat delegation will 
be headed by Dr Quwaiz while the 
Oapec delegation will be ied by the 
organisation's secretary-general Dr Ali 
Aina. 

The meeting will discuss spheres of 
cooperation between the AGCC and the 
Oapec in the energy sector, including 
joint studies and seminars. 

Tomorrow's meeting is the second, 
after their first was held in Kuwait in 
December 1983. 

On the other hand, AGCC experts 
started yesterday a two-day mecting in 
Rivadh on unifying patent right regu- 
lations in the six-member states. 

The two-day meeting will discuss a 
proposed standardisation of patent sys- 
tems.-—Agencies 


@ The under-secretaries of the minis- 
tries of commerce in the AGCC states 
are considering a proposal to permit 
their nationals to freely engage in busi- 
ness activities with the AGCC countries. 

Quoting reliable sources, the Arabic 
daily, Akhbar Al Khaleej, said that this 
proposal, which comes within the scope 
of the united and economic agreement 
signed by the AGCC states, may come 
up for discussions at a meeting between 
the commerce under-secretaries sched- 
uled to be held in Riyadh later this 
month. 

The paper also mentioned that the 
AGCC General Secretariat had laid 
down certain restrictions related to the 
business activities of wholesalers, 
retailers and commission agents. 
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ALGERIA 


MEASURES ENCOURAGING PRIVATE SECTOR INVESTMENT OUTLINED 
Algiers ALGERIE ACTUALITE in French 27 Feb 86 pp 18-19 
[Article by Kader Yessad: "Diversity in Investing"] 


[Text] With respect to the role now bestowed upon the national private sector 
in the country's econcmic and social development, the provisions of the National 
Constitution are clear and precise: "The national private sector must make its 
contribution to economic progress by channeling its activities toward useful 
tasks complementing the national effort." 


Consequently, any national private investment must necessarily fit into the 
framework of the objectives and priorities outlined in the different develop- 
ment plans. In this connection, it is not without value to recall the need for 
aid to be given to national private savings so as to provide all the best condi- 
tions contributing to its proper operation. 


Regarding investments, particularly in tourism and the hotel business, small- 
and medium-scale as well as heavy industry, emphasis has repeatedly been 
placed on the multifaceted encouragement to be given to the national private 
sector, in keeping with existing legislation and regulations, for the purpose 
of bringing it to become more interested and more closely involved in the 
areas and activities related to it. 


In the sector of tourism and the hotel industry, in which demand has shown a 
steady increase, it is totally understandable that the government, given cer- 
tain economic priorities, cannot by itself bear the burden of the suitable 
tourist infrastructures and facilities. 


The contribution of the national private sector in this field must therefore 
be expressed concretely as a form of complementary participation in the public 
effort, in accordance with the National Constitution and the resolutions of 
the third session of the Central Committee relating to tourism in Algeria. 


If one goes back in time, one sees that over the past two decades, the contri- 
bution of the national private sector to the development of tourism has been, 
despite certain advantages stemming from the 1966 Investment Code, insignifi- 
cant or nonexistent. Actually, from 1967 to 1971, scarcely a dozen projects, 
whose total amount scarcely exceeds 53 million dinars, concerned the sector of 

















tourism and the hotel trade, representing 1.2 percent of all projects approved 
by the former National Investment Commission (CNI) during the period. 


Taking full advantage of the new thrust resulting from promulgation of Law 82-11 
of 21 August 1982 concerning national private economic investments, tourism 
officials have undertaken a whole series of actions in the past 3 years aimed 

at "stimulating and involving national private promoters.” 


These incentive measures were rapidly followed by results resulting, in their 
turn, in a substantial increase in the number of investment projects in tourist 
and hotel activities. By the close of 1985, some 154 projects (11,167 beds) 
had been approved. In 3 years, from 1982 to 1985, 15 times more projects were 
approved than during the 1967-1982 period. 


At the presefit time, many advantages and incentives provided by law have been 
given to national privaie investment in tourism. Regarding such privileges, 
they are of a tax and financial order and are manifested in the form of exemp- 
tions from a certain number of taxes and long-, medium- and short-term bank 
credits for financing investments and their use. 


Other advantages have also been granted to the national private sector wishing 
to invest in tourism and the hotel trade: conditions for the acquisition of 
land from local communities (Circular No 4740/DGCL of 24 May 1983 from the 
minister of the interior and local communities).; terms for receiving equip- 
ment and construction materials needed to complete projects; typical hotel 
plans made available to private investors by the National Tourist Studies 
Enterprise (ENET); orientation and assistance from the central departments of 
the ministry responsible for tourism provided for promoters in the design, 
drafting and execution of their peojects; responsibility for the training of 
personnel in specialized structures of the tourist sector. 


In order to give a further boost to national private investment in tourism, the 
sector of tourism hopes to see the application of certain incentive measures, 
to wit: increasing the rate of participation of the banking sector from 30 to 
45 percent of the cost of the project and to 50 percent for emigres having 
made a documented contribution in foreign exchange and projects in isolated 
regions; adapting the period of th2 deferment to the duration of completion of 
the project; adapting the reimbursement of the bank credit to the length of 
the technical amortization of the facilities; granting interest rate allow- 
ances; granting more flexible precedures for the allocation of land and the 
issuance of construction permits; and encouraging local authorities to develop 
tourist expansion zones (ZET), which will be reserved for private promoters in 
the hotel and tourism sertor in a coordinated fashion with the proper depart- 
ments of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. 


In addition, the national private sector, in the current state of affairs, also 
has an important role to play ia small- and medium-size industry (PMI), for 

the purpose of making up for sectorial imbalances while consolidating the 
industrial structure. From such a standpoint, the objectives assigned to the 
national private sector must help: broaden the market of national enterprises 
through the use of their finished and semi-finished products; improve the 
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[Caption: "It's time we made the move from onion growing to industry!" 


industrial integration rate of national enterprises, particularly through 
subcontracting; supplying an ever wider range of products for cc.s:sumption or 
for certain major national programs such as agriculture, housing, education, 
health, sports and leisure activities: and intervening in the articulation of 
the branches of industry and with agriculture, hydraulics, health and educa- 
tion with respect to intermediate and finished products. 


In other words, considering its vision of the local market, the national pri- 
vate sector will be able to adapt its products to the real needs of the popu- 
lation, based on the specific consumer needs of the country. 


At the present time, activities of the national private sector in small- and 
medium-size industry concern mainly consumer goods industries especially relat- 
ing to textiles and food products. In the current phase of development, these 
areas, which are often saturated, are obviously not priorities. 


As a result, the national private sector must integrate its activities into 
the new dynamic of industrial development so as to strengthen and consolidate 














the industrial structure, for, according to a document circulated by the 
Ministry of Heavy Industries, ''the establishment of a real and diffuse indus- 
trial fabric contains the attractive element of polarizing the great indus- 
trial centers already in existence and thereby checks the rural exodus through 
the creation of nonagricultural jobs and an increase in rural income. In addi- 
tion and within this framework, small industry makes it possible, on the local 
level, to have a balance helping zones with no directly exploitable resources 
or of difficult geographical access." 


Regarding economic integration, the national private sector, as a sector com- 
plementing the public effort, has a certain number of priority projects to 
promote and aimed at the following objectives: meeting economic and social 
needs through a more effective adaptation of products to the real demands of 
the local population; fulfilling the goals of territorial development through 
the development of the high plateaus and the soutiern region of the country, 
as well as deprived areas, avoiding great urban centers and, if need be, the 
other governorate capitals; making the most of local resources; replacing 
imports through national quality production responding to the norms required; 
densification of the industrial fabric so as to strengthen existing potential 
for greater integration and a broader diversification of production; the crea- 
tion of an adequate number of permanent jobs; mobilization of national savings 
contributing to the country's development within the framework of the fulfill- 
ment of planned economic goals. 


In this connection, the technical and administrative organization set up 
within the Ministry of Light Industries since 1985 "is aimed at providing 
coordinated support for small- and medium-size industry in general and the 
private sector in particular." 


Along with tourism, the hotel trade and small- and medium-size industry, the 
heavy industry sector provides numerous opportunities to invest in hranches 
of activities related to it, such as mining, iron and steel, metallurgy, 

the machine metal industry, electrical works and electronics. 


Over 100 investment proposals have been put forth by the Ministry of Heavy 
Industry and made availabie to any private promoter interested in investing 
in the activities of heavy industry. 


It is now up to national private promoters to make their intentions known. 


11,464 
cso: 4519/89 
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EGYPT 


GOVERNMENT'S USE OF TERM ‘LIMITED INCOME’ REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 26 Mar 86 p 7 
[Commentary by ‘Abd al-'Azim Anis: "Word Meanings” ] 


[Text] Here is our good government finally making a decision, in the wake of 
the lessons of 25 February, to confine the right of importing foodstuffs to 
the private sector so that our sick economy can recuperate. If a cynic said 
that this would inevitably cause the prices of these commodities to soar, the 
government might respond, “What is the disadvantage of that? Let the prices 
rise as long as their increase has no bearing on the limited-income people.” 


Here is the government in receipt of recent instructions not to prohibit the 
import of any commodity of any kind. 


If a cynic said, "Where could we get the foreign currency to achieve that? 

How could Egypt squander its scanty supply of foreign currency in this 
manner?” The government might say, "This depends upon importing without 
transferring any currency. What is the harm in satisfying the requests of the 
rich for caviar and furs, when this has no bearing on limited-income?” 


Thank God our good government has set the new 5-year plan in which we will 
invest 50 billion pounds and will achieve economic growth averages of about 8 
percent annually. If someone said, “These averages were not realized in the 
previous plan and there is no basis for confidence in achieving them in the 
next 5 years. Anyway, how can we afford 10 billion pounds of investment 
annually when our supply of foreign currency is dropping no less than 30 
percent at a minimum for the next 5 years, at a time when the Americans are 
reducing their foreign aid at an annual rate of more than 6 percent for the 
next 5 years?” 


“What is wrong with these promises?" a rascal might say in response. 
“Tomorrow, people will forget what has been said yesterday and it is more 
advantageous for people to go to sleep everyday with their hopes in the sky. 
Anyway, all this has no bearing on limited-incomes.” 


We have not renewed the contract of the US Consultation Bureau For Health 
Expenditure in Alexandria and rid ourselves of the discomfort of the reports 
of the Central Accounting Establishment. We allowed the American Aid 








Organization to make payments to the bureau directly. What is wrong with 
that? After all, it is the money of the Americans paid to an American bureau. 
Their oil is in their own flour [as the saying goes]. That we will have to 
pay all that as interest in the future is an issue that would be forgotten for 
the time being. Anyway, payment will be made without any bearing on 
limited-incomes. 


Here we are at last confiding in God and deciding to listen to the “advice” of 
the International Monetary Fund. We had no alternative but to do so since the 
U.S. government had withheld the last payment of its aid so that we would try 
to prove to be obedient students heeding the advice of the fund. 


Anyway, what is wrong with providing that obedience when this has no bearing 
on limited-incomes? 


Finally, we defeated Cameroon [in soccer] by means of more penalty kicks last 
Friday without any bearing on the limited-incomed. Furthermore we brought 
happiness to the hearts of 130,000 spectators, mostly with limiced-income!! 


The important thing is that the government retain its freedom to do what it 
likes, to learn from the lessons of 25 February whatever it likes, to please 
the businessmen as it likes, and to please and bring happiness to the hearts 
of the gentlemen in Washington day and night. There is nothing wrong with 
that as long as everything is done without any bearing on low-incomes. 


12718/13104 
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FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF EGYPT DISCUSSES VARIOUS ARAB ISSUES 
London AL~TADAMUN in Arabic 19-25 Apr 86 pp 75-76 


[Interview with Kamal Hasan ‘Alj former prime minister of Egypt, by Ihsan Barr 
in Cairo: "AL-TADAMUN Conversations: Kamal Hasan 'Ali in a Political 
Discussion from the Office of the President of the Egyptian-Gulf Bank: The 
Weakness Is in the Lack of an Arab Position, not in Camp David; date not 
specified] 


[Text] When AL-TADAMUN asked for this interview with the former prime 
minister of Egypt, Kamal Hasan ‘Ali, and made an appointment at his new place 
of employment as president of the board of directors of the Egyptian-Gulf 
Bank, dozens of questions came to mind; some of them concerned his experience 
as prime minister and the extent of its connection to his new job as one of 
the bank presidents, the phenomenon of the transfer of prime ministers to bank 
presidencies, and his view of the current situation in the Arab world. 


However, the grave circumstances that Cairo was experiencing changed the 
course of the discussion. These included the events of the 25th and 26th of 
February and the insurrection of the central security police, then the 
developments in the Arab countries surrounding Egypt changed everything. 


Therefore, the conversation with him turned to the latest developments in the 
situation between Jordan and the Palestinian Liberation Organization, then to 
the latest Iranian attack on Iraq. Then the discussion branched off to the 
question of Egyptian national security and its relation to Arab national 
security. 


Turning to Egyptian-Israeli relations and the extent of the effect of these 
relations on the return of Egypt to the Arabs and the return of the Arabs to 
Egypt, Kamal Hasan ‘Ali said: "When I was deputy prime minister and minister 
of foreign affairs, I met with one of the important Arab officials and at the 
table around which we gathered to discuss common Arab issues, I was surprised 
by this official who asked me: ‘What is your opinion of Israel?" I was 
indeed surprised by the question, so I asked him: ‘What do you mean?' 


"He said, ‘What is your opinion on whether Israel is an enemy or a friend?' 











"I said to him: ‘Israel occupies the entire area of Palestine. It occupies 
the Golan. It was occupying the Sinai. It is a hostile state.' 


"The Arab official said, ‘This means that you place Israel in the category of 
enemy countries or at least unfriendly ones?' 


"I said to him: "Despite our obligations to it according to the peace treaty, 
Israel is completely aware of the true Egyptian position and the true 
stratgetic commitment of Egypt to the Arab nation. Furthermore, Egypt is 
completely alerted to Israel's plans.'” 


In his conversation with the Arab official, Kamal Hasan ‘Ali added, “But let 
me ask you, for my part, and this is far from the agenda of our discussions: 
Where is the unified Arab position toward Israel? Where is the Arab strategy 
vis-a-vis Israel? And moreover, what is the strategy of the Arab nation for 
solving the problem of Palestine? I tell you... nothing. You ask me 
about Israel and about Egypt's inclinations. In short, you are asking me 
about peace with Israel. I will tell you in one word, which summarizies our 
position completely: The quickest method for preventing war is being prepared 
for war. This is our position in Egypt. Furthermore, do you know that the 
size of the strategic imbalance between the Arabs and Israel is $50 billion? 
If we collected all these billions of dollars and put them to use in the 
soundest way and according to a clearly defined Arab strategy, I maintain that 
the problem with Israel would end without one shot being fired. Do the Arab 
brothers know that? I told him that I greatly doubted it.” 


The observations of Kamal Hasan ‘Ali ended at this point and AL-TADAMUN's 
conversation with him began with the following: 


[Question] Has your view toward matters and the current Arab situation, as 
you presented it earlier, changed now that you are outside the government? 


[Answer] In reality, my view of matters has not changed, whether I am in a 
position of authority or outside the framework of authority. The only thing 
that has changed is my position. The Arab situation has not changed. 


[Question] How is that .. .? 


[Answer] I will give you a simple example. It has been clear since 1952 at 
the time of the revolution in Egypt that the slogan "Arab nationalism” that 
the 23 July revolution introduced would clash with the sleeping Arab 
situation. Arab reality was completely incompatible with the idea of Arab 
nationalism, which ‘Abd-al-Nasir introduced, because of the political systems 
that prevailed at that time. The slogan did not clash with the wish of the 
Arab peoples, who were and still are striving for complete unity. It clashed 
with the existing systems. Now, after the passage of more than 30 years since 
the introduction of this slogan, the situation has not changed . . . different 
political systems, diverse allegiances, and conflict of interests. 


Perhaps what most clearly indicates this disagreement is that neither all nor 
most of the Arab countries have agreed at any one time on a single strategy. 























The most prominent example of this is the lack of setting down a strategy and 
a method for solving the Palestinian problem and the Arab problem. I do not 
need to mention the inadequacy of Arab thinking--rather, I will say its 
inflexibility-—-concerning certain slogans, the most important of which are the 
three “no's” that have governed Arab politics for 30 years and which rejected 
any previous solutions. Each of these previous solutions later became one of 
the demands of the future. 


“Another example: For a long time, the Palestinian problem was a problem of 
all the Arabs. In spite of this, we find that both the Arab east as well as 
Arab North Africa have turned their backs to this problem and have directed 
their attention to Iran, the Western Sahara, and Chad, I mean by this the 
Iraq-Iran war, the Polisario issue, and Libya's involvement in Chad. 


Third example: Arab arms production is undoubtedly one of the crucial issues 
on which no two people and no two countries differ. With this as a given, the 
Arab Agency for War Industrialization was created, although political 
differences are also raging around it. 


Kamal Hasan ‘Ali paused briefly, then said: "These are examples of the lack 
of finding a formula for a unified Arab strategy. Indeed, I will go further 
and say that even in Arab policies, we can find examples of the diversity and 
conflict of interests of the Arab countries that keep them far from every 
reapprochment and indeed sanctify every splintering, with their differing 
allegiances and directions, have not met for the sake of agreeing on setting a 
strategy or even reaching a minimal agreement on one strategy for Arab 
nationalist action, so this Arab fragmentation will remain forever.” 


[Question] What about Egyptian national security and the extent to which it 
is linked to Arab national security? 


[Answer] The former prime minister of Egypt, who has finished preparing his 
first book on his recollections during the period that he was head of the 
Ministry of Defense, then the Ministry of Foreign Affairs up until he took 
over the position of prime minister, said; “Arab national security is 
completely linked to Egyptian national security, Indeed the security of Egypt 
is linked to that of many Arab countries, whether in the Arab east, Africa, or 
in North Africa.” 


[Question] How so? 


[Answer] Egyptian national security extends to the sources of the Nile. This 
is the first priority. Then, Egyptian security is linked to the security of 
the Arab east and by that I mean Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. 
This region in particular was the constant crossing point for attacks on 
Egypt. Furthermore, we must point out that the limits of Egyptian national 
security extend towards the west, that is, toward Libya. From this angle, I 
say that Egyptian security is linked to the security of these countries. 


[Question] As one of the commanders of the October War, what is your 
assessment of the Gulf war now that it has entered its sixth year? 
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[Answer] I believe that both Iraq and Iran have reached a strategic balance. 
In what respect? I will tell you: Iran was endeavoring to destroy the Iraqi 
economy and the ability of Iraq to continue the war. In this it exploited its 
clear numerical superiority, since Iran has more than 40 million inhabitants 
and Iraq around 12 million. 


But Iraq became aware of the Iranian plan and rescheduled its debts to the 
arms-exporting countries and at the same time released its oil through Syrian 
pipelines [as published]. Likewise, it extended its pipelines to Turkey. 


In addition, Iraq compensated for its deficiency in numbers by superiority in 
firepower in the battle fields, including undertaking concentrated air, 
artillery, and rocket-strikes to compensate for the lack of men. Thus, the 
two countries have reached an equilibrium from the strategic point of view. 
For this reason, the Iraq-Iran war for the time being will reruin a war of 
attrition, absorbing the resources of the two countries. It behooves us to 
recognize that the Gulf war has allowed the Iraqi army and its armed forces to 
gain tremendous experience, which may be added to the Arab capabilities when 
necessary. 


[Question] What is the former prime minister of Egypt's assessment of the 
recent insurrection of the central security soldiers and how does he regard 
this problem? 


[Answer] I left administrative work within the state and am now the president 
of the board of the Egyptian-Gulf Bank. 


[Question] But your position does not prevent you from stating your view on 
what happened. 


[Answer] All that I can say now, since the investigation of the district 
attorney has not ended yet and the circumstances surrounding the recent events 
are not completely clear, it that it was an extremely regretable incident. It 
is a very important lesson for all of Egypt in general and for the Egyptian 
secur‘ty organizations in particular. I do not want to go into any accusation 
of dereliction, but I have one opinion to direct to all commands everywhere; 
indeed, it is directed to the entire executive branch of the state. It is 
that they must not forget the humanity of the Egyptian human being everyhwere. 
The Eygptian human being is the greatest resource in Egypt and we must invest 
in this human being, strengthen his resolution, and exploit his abilities. It 
is eminently clear that the humanity of the Egyptian human being was 
completely missing in the central security problem. In any case, I do not 
wish to discuss this subject further. 


[Question] What is the role of the foreign banks in Egypt. Much controversy 
surrounds the investment banks. What does Kamal Hasan ‘Ali have to say on 
this subject? 


[Answer] My conviction is that banks always play a national role in 
development. I will give one figure to support this. The share of the banks 


11 








in development projects in both the public and private sectors in Egypt 
reached 11.2 billion pounds at the end of 1985. Furthermore, if we closely 
examined the role of the banks, we would find that they do nothing more than 
employ Egyptian savings in development activities, which bring prosperity to 
the individual and the state. 


AL-TADAMUN's conversation with Kamal Hasan ‘Ali ended with a group of 
ambassadors from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who had come to pay their 
respects to the former head of Egyptian diplomacy, entered upon us. The man, 
despite his transfer to his new position as a president of the board of the 
Egyptian-Gulf bank, is still in total contact with everyone who worked with 
him. Before I left his office, he thumbed through the plan of his new book on 
the problem of peace in the Middle East, the title of which he still has not 
decided upon: Is it "Peace," the "Battle for Peace,” or “The Turning Point.” 
The book will include a collection of rare documents on the hot period that 
Kamal Hasan ‘Ali spent next to the last president, Anwar al-Sadat, up until he 
signed the Camp David accords between Egypt and Israel. 


13292/13104 
CSO: 4504/296 
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PRESS CONTROLS, BAHA'-AL-DIN SUSPENSION VIEWED 
Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 19 Mar 86 pp 1, 10 
[Editorial: "New Emperor Rules Egyptian Press” ] 


[Text] Ahmad Baha'-al-Din's abstention from writing his daily column in 
AL-AHRAM in protest against Ibrahim Nafi'’s confiscation of the column on March 
13 revealed exciting facts about the conditions of the Egyptian press. 


After having read the news about the arrest of Shaykh Shams~-al-Din al-Fasi's 
son at Cairo airport while in possession of arms and jewelry, Ahmad 
Baha~-'al~-Din wrote inquiring of the minister of endowments about who was 
behind inviting the shaykh to visit Egpyt, his introduction to the Egyptian 
authorities, arranging an interview with him on television, and presenting him 
on a number of series in the program, “Speech of the Soul.” 


Ibrahim Nafi's rejected publishing the column under the pretext that there was 
a contract of advertisements between the shaykh and AL-AHRAM worth 200,000 
pounds. 


Subsequently, press circles discovered that not only had the confiscation 
included Baha-al-Din's article, but it had also censored a paragraph from an 
earlier article by Fahmi Huwaydi in AL-AHRAM public opinion page attacking 
Shaykh al-Fasi. Furthermore, an article by Mahmud ‘Abd-al-Mun'im Murad in 
UKTUBAR magazine stating some of al-Fasi's deeds was wholly censored. In lieu 
of that, a two-page advertisement about the shaykh was published. Moreover, 
AL-MUSAWWAR had an interview with Shams-al-Din al Fasi, and the whole 
interview appeared as a paid advertisement in AL-AHRAM. 


Al-Fasi paid 30,000 pounds to UKTUBAR for that ad and another 30,000 in return 
for a subscription of 150 copies of the magazine. He donated 1 million pounds 
to a government institution after his son was admitted to one of the Egyptian 
colleges. Four of the current cabinet ministers attended the party that 
AL~AHRAM gave for him. 


It turned out that al-Fasi was visiting Egypt on an invitation from AL-~AHRAM 
through the latter's office in London. He is neither the head of the Supreme 
Council of Sufi Orders, nor is he in possession of a Ph.D. degree. His 
original citizenship was Moroccan, and he did not acquire Saudi citizenship 
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until his daughter was married to Prince Turki bin Sa'ud. He had been living 
in Egypt some 20 years ago. His son was arrested in Florida after he had 
stayed in a hotel for over a year and his debts totaled millions of dollars. 
Prior to that he had purchased a palace in Los Angeles but he was forced to 
leave the area because of the neighbor's protest against him. Al-Fasi cannot 
return to Saudi Arabia. 


This information aroused a turmoil in press circles and inside the lobbies of 
the Journalists’ Union, particularly because Ibrahim Nafi' is the president of 
the union. Some AL-AHRAM employes pointed out that "the pretext of the 
200,000 pounds’ worth of ads is not convincing by virtue of AL-AHRAM being the 
richest paper in Egypt. Even contracts worth half a million pounds cannot 
affect it. This indicates that there are covert motives behind AL- 's 
position, particularly it was this paper that called for and organized the 
visit. 


Tt is known that one of the reasons for organizing the press in Egypt was the 
interference of the princes and capitalists in its attitude by means of ads or 
contacts with some executives. 


The odd thing is that at this time when any journalist can criticize the 
president of the Republic of Egypt and its prime minister, some 
editors-in-chief of some government papers--including the president of the 
Journalists’ Union--impose protection on the individual Shams~-al-Din al-Fasi. 


12718/13104 
CSO: 4504/275 
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GOVERNMENT NEGLECT OF VILLAGERS ALLEGED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 18 Mar 86 p 3 


[Article by Muhammad Muru and Sami Muhammad Yusuf: "The I11-Treated Egyptian 
Villages"] 


[Text] Some 50 percent of Egypt's population now lives in the rural areas. 
The Egyptian rural areas receive less than 20 percent of the services budget: 
medical treatment, education, government housing, sanitary drainage, improve- 


ment of roads, etc. 


There are 8,617 medical beds in the rural areas as opposed to 49.505 in the 
cities! 


The rural areas receive less than 10 percent of industrial investments. 


One air conditioner in a single dwelling in Cairo or Alexandria uses as much 
electricity as an entire Egyptian village! 


Electric power is continually interrupted in the Egyptian countryside. 

The Egyptian peasant is the biggest producer and the smallest consumer. 

The rising groundwater level threatens the villages of the Egyptian country- 
side with collapsing buildings and the spread of diseases associated with 


humidity, such as rheumatism. 


The proliferation of piles of garbage and the existense of uncovered drains 
threaten to promote the spread of infectious diseases. 


Despite the lack of positive action on the part of local councils, the pro- 
liferation of political blocs, and preoccupation with personal struggles, the 
social spirit and sense of solidarity in the village have brought about many 
accomplishments. 


In light of all these factors, AL-SHA'B conducted this investigation on the 
villages of the Mayyit Ghamr district of al-Daqahliyah Governorate. 
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If we begin our report by saying that the Egyptian village is unjustly treated, 
this is not to say that the city and its residents are not unjustly treated. 

We are saying that the injustice done to the Egyptian village is compounded. 
What is more, dealing with the problems of the Egyptian village would not 
appear to be either costly or too difficult, and it would contribute to the 
solution of the problems of Egyptian society as a whole. However, eliminating 
the unjust treatment of the rural population is actually considered difficult, 
because it has a long history. It was given strong foundations with our sub- 
jection to Western colonialism. The Egyptian village was one of the most 
important modes of production, simultaneously simple and self-sufficient. 
Therefore, it has been the target of destruction from the time of our sub- 
jugation to European control up to the present. A development hostile to 
concepts of self-reliance and reliance on domestic raw materials and machines 
was sanctioned, and this led to the neglect of the rural areas and its material 
resources. Attention was focused on the cities that had unlimited access to 
Western products, including both consumer goods and industrial goods. 


The economic open-door policy has now overwhelmed everyone, and foreign goods 
are desired by the people of the rural areas and the cities alike. However, 
the gap between the shares of rural and urban dwellers is still wide, and 
consequently migration from the village to the city has continued steadily. 


For this reason, the rural population of Egypt, which constituted some 90 per- 
cent of Egypt's population at the beginning of the 19th century, now represents 
only 50 percent. This percentage is continuously shifting to the adveutage of 
the cities, and the definite result of that is increased dependency on solving 
the problems of housing, communications, and sewers. Another result is the 
transformation of a city such as Cairo, which has a population of some 12 
million, into the biggest importer of iron, cement, public and private passenger 
vehicles, air conditioners, and subways--all of them Western-—made, which con- 
sumes a large portion of our resources. 


For these reasons, AL-SHA'B's call for attention to the rural areas of Egypt 
and the restoration of non-subordinate economic relations to it is worthy of 
consideration. 


AL-SHA'B went to the villages of the district of Mayyit Ghamr as models of the 
Egyptian village. These villages have a deep-rooted history in the national 
struggle. There are the villages of Mayyit al-Qirsh and Dundit [al-Latan] 
which cut the Alexandria-Suez railroad line in the 1919 revolution. There 

are dozens of martyrs who fell while resisting the English army in the revolu- 
tion of 1919. And among the villages of Saharjat al-Kubra, there is Mayyit 
Naji, where the resistance to the French campaign arose and its ships were 
sunk, 


AL-SHA'B looked into the problems in this area. 
Electric Power Interruptions and Rising Groundwater Level 
The people in all the villages of the Mayyit Ghamr district complained repeat- 


edly about the interruption of electric power and the rising groundwater level 
as the two most important problems facing these villages. 
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The complaints were repeated in all the villages we visited: Itmidah, Awaliyah, 
Kaum al-Nur, [Sanfa], Dammas, Sharajat al-Kubra, Mayyit Ya‘ish, Mavyit Abu 
Khalid, [Hasabna], and [Danarit]. Everyone agreed on the necessity of solving 
these two problems. Some have faced them calmly, some spoke with growing 
nervousness, and others spoke with bitterness. 


In the village of Awaliyah, Fathi al-Nashshar, a social specialist, said: "It 
seems that the villagers are not human beings. How can we live without elec- 
tricity? The electricity is cut off 80 percent of the time. Don't village 
dwellers have the right to be like city dwellers? Why is our power always cut 
off? Should we go to live in the city? How? How can our children study? 

The cost of one high bridge would be sufficient to solve our electricity prob- 
lem. We have grown hoarse criticizing officials. The members of the People's 
Assembly and the local councils from the Nationalist Party only appear during 
election seasons. Where are they now? Who do we go to, and when will this 
problem end? Examinations are drawing near. There is no equal opportunity. 
How can there be equality between someone who studies by electric light and 
someone who studies by gas lamp? How can there be equality between someone 
who listens to educational programs on television and someone who cannot?" 


Mustafa Isma‘il [al-Masilhi], sports director at al-Azhar University ard chair- 
man of the board of directors of the magazine SAWT DANDIT, said: "Believe me, 
we are in danger. The rising groundwater level threatens the houses of our 
village. Enter any house now and you will find puddles of water, because the 
level of the streets is higher in elevation now than the houses, and the water 
is pursuing us. How can we live? The humidity and the resulting cold are 
threatening us all with rheumatism. The houses will collapse upon our heads. 
In more than one case, severe cracking has occurred inside houses. We publi- 
cized this danger in the magazine SAWT DANDIT. The result is that members of 
the Nationalist Party pursued us and informed us about the security of the 
state! They accused us of being oppositionists. Yes, we were oppositionists 
because one day we did not find the members of the Nationalist Party really 
there to help us. Why don't they allocate some funds or use street sweepers 
to get rid of the water and lower the level? Why has work on the sewer pro- 
ject stopped? Why can't the Ministry of Irrigation's machines, which have 
been demonstrated at great depths, draw off this water and use it for irriga- 
tion? Can't this Nile water be furnished to recently reclaimed lands? The 
members of the local assembly are busy with personal disputes and political 
blocs." 


In the village of Mayyit Naji, pharmacist Khattab Mahumud ‘Arafat said: 

"Summer is coming. The piles of garbage are growing. The uncovered drains 

are being used by the people to empty out the sewers because of the lack of 
sanitary drainage. The spread of infectious diseases is very probable, 
especially since the ruling government and party organizations are in one 
valley and the people are in another. We can't tell the people to get rid of 
their waste and we can't ask them to practice proper disposal unless we pro- 
vide it to them. Where can the people throw their waste and the water from 
there sewers if there are no sanitary sewers and there is no government or 
public plan to solve this problem? The government officials and the leadership 
of the Nationalist Party are accused of holding celebrations and building fancy 








offices, but they don't think about the problems of the people. What would 
happen if malaria or typhoid were to spread or Egypt were to be exposed to a 
cholera epidemic? We alert the officials to the fact that the rural areas 
deserve the utmost attention." 


The Farmers: We Are Doubly Neglected 


A1-SHA'B met with ‘Abd-al-Fattah Abu Husayn, a farmer, who said: "I do not own 
land. I am a tenant and my entire plot is 12 qirats [one-half feddan], which 

I lease. We hear that the Nationalist Party government wants to drive us away. 
Where can we go? Before they solve the problem of the landowner, they must 
solve the problem of the tenants. My only occpation is farming. Should I 
become a highway robber if they approve the new law?" 


The people of the village, especially the older residents, tell how in the 
late 1970's the farmer al-Gharib Muhammad Yunis spoke up in protest against 
the feudal Nafi' family. The head of the family and chief magistrate of the 
village, "Muhibb Nafi'," said to him: "Whac do you own in this village, 
Gharib?" Al-Gharib Yunis replied: "I own my hatchet.” The magistrate said 
to him: "Pick it up and leave." Al-Gharib Muhammad Yunis stayed and Muhibb 
Nafi' left. 


Al-Gharib Muhammad Yunis said to us: "The farmer is doubly ill-treated: once 
when he is forced to supply his crops at economical prices through cooperative 
marketing, and a second time when he is neglected with respect to the level of 
services. There is nothing to exempt the farmer from sharing the burdens of 
his country, but in return he should obtain an equal portion of services. 
Support does not reach the farmer. Do you know that the per capita provision 
allocations in the village are exactly half those in the city? In addition, 
there are certain provisions issued to city dwellers that are not issued to 
village dwellers." 


This fact disturbed us, and so we decided to ask one of the provision inspectors, 
Taha 'Abd-al-Qadir al-Najjar. He said, "Yes, provision allocations for the 
individual in the city are bigger than those for the individual in the village." 


But why, because we still are not aware of any rationale for this? 
Other Problems: Villages Isolated From the World 


Two villages are forgotten on the map of the Mayyit Ghamr district. These are 
al-Dabbuniyah and Kafr al-Jawhari. The population of al-Dabbuniyah is 10,000, 
while that of Kafr al-Jawhari is 5,000. These villages are located on the 
Mayyit al-Farmawi-Mayyit Abu Khalid road, which passes through the villages of 
Dundit, [al-Dayuniyah], and Kafr al-Jawhari. The road is still unpaved, and 
there is no other road that connects these two villages with the rest of the 
villages or with the city. A bus passes through the two villages approximately 
every 2 hours on the Mayyit Ghamr-Minya al-Qamh line. If it rains, or the road 
becomes impassable for the bus, the two villages are cut off from their studies, 
which they pursue in Mayyit Ghamr or the neighboring villages. The workers are 
also cut off. The situation continues until the dirt roads dry, which takes l 
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or 2 weeks--or who knows how long during the winter. On more than one occasion, 
officials promised them that this road would be paved. The promises always 

fall short. The residents of the two villages say: "We have been fed up with 
promises for more than 20 years. All the neighboring villages have paved roads 
_or are located on the railroad. As for us, we are not considering maintaining 
the road until these promises are implemented, and it appears that no one will 
remember us unless we do that." 


Department of Antiquities Closes Mosque; Schools Threatened with Collapse 


In the village of [Danarit], the Department of Antiquities closed the largest 
mosque in the v-llage because it is in danger of falling. The pretext was that 
the mosque was an Islamic antiquity because it was built more than 100 years 
ago. The Department of Antiquities posted a guard over the mosque and closed 
it, prohibiting the holding of prayer in it. 


Accountant Sulayman al-Sayyid Sulayman, says: "This mosque is the largest 
mosque in the village. It belongs to the Religious Trusts. It has been on 
the verge of falling for 10 years. We submitted a number of requests to have 
it repaired, but to no avail. We are ready to rebuild it through private 
efforts, but the Department of Antiquities has prohibited us. We are lost be- 
tween the Ministry of Religious Trusts and the Department of Antiquities, and 
the mosque has been closed for 4 months. Will our mosques be converted into 
museums? What is the benefit of that? Will the Islamic religion approve of 
this? Hey, world, are we in Russia?" 


Teacher 'Abd-al—Muttalib Balatah says: "The preparatory school is just about 
to fall down and the Ministry of Education does not want to act. Will we 
suddenly find out that our children will have to go to the neighboring villages 
or to Mayyit Ghamr to receive instruction? We must move now. For our part, 

we collected 40,000 pounds which is deposited in the village bank for the con- 
struction of the school, but the Department of Education will not lend a helping 
hand. The officials evade us, and we are lost in the routine. We want to turn 
the funds for construction of the school over to them, but they do not want to 
accept it on the pretext that the school is rented and the money cannot be 
spent on a rented school. Very well, but why can't we build a replacement 
school with the money? We are ready to hand over a complete school to them 
with the money; we just want a decision. But who will make the decision?" 


Assisting Organizations or Hindering Organizations 


On the other hand, there are a number of positive things achieved by the resi- 
dents of villages of the Mayyit Gnamr district. There is the Itmidah Company, 
which has built a number of projects and factories in the village. This is a 
company that the residents of the community all participate in together as a 
stock company. The company built popular housing, a poultry feed processing 
plant, and other projects. President Mubarak visited the plant during his 
visit to al-—Daqahliyah Governorate last year. However, the government organ- 
izations do not lend support to it. The plant works at less than half its 
capacity because sufficient raw materials are not available for it. In addi- 
tion, the officials of the company are hoping for government aid to push their 
projects forward, but to no avail. 
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In the village of Dundit, the people collected 40,000 pounds for the construc- 
tion of a replacement preparatory school. They also built buildings for the 
fish and food security cooperative at their own expense, and constructed a 
religious institute at the expense of the village and turned it over to al—Azhar. 
However, instead of the local government organizations extending a helping hand 
to them, the members of the local council tried to occupy the food security 
building and convert it into an office for local council meetings. When the 
people refused, the local council took Shaykh Sa'id Muhammad Khamis to the 
police station on the charge of refusing to hand over the keys of the building 
to them. The police questioned Shaykh Sa‘id, and the people responded with the 
comment: "They neither do good nor do they leave well enough alone." Even 
stranger is the fact that some members of this council threatened to report to 
the district attorney's office everyone who collected money to finance private 
projects, including campaigns by the people to collect funds to build the 
religious institute, or for the dilapidated school, or to establish a fish and 
food security cooperative. 


The last sad joke on the part of the Nationalist Party members is that they 
are trying to prevent the establishment of a people's cooperative for social 
activities called for by a number of citizens of the village to achieve social 
solidarity among the residents. And the pretext that is being used is that 
those undertaking the project are not members of the Nationalist Party! 


8591/13045 
CSO: 4504/262 
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HUSAYN BIKAR, BAHAI RELIGION REVIEWED 


Cairo AL-NUR in Arabic 26 Mar 86 p 3 





[Investigation by Ahmad ‘Abdallah: "Tales of Husayn Bikar and the 40 Bahais: 
Case of the Year To Be Tried by Court Next Monday"] 


[Text] Next Monday, 31 March, the court will try the case of the Bahai faith 

in Egypt, in which well-known illustrator and journalist Husayn Bikar and 40 
other Bahais are accused. They were arrested on 23 Febuary 1985 after investi- 
gations confirmed that they had resumed their deviant sabotage activities, which 
were prohibited by law in the Decree of the Republic issued in 1960 prohibiting 
Bahai activities, closing their assemblies, confiscating their property and 
money, and punishing anyone who resumed such activities with imprisonment for 

3 years and a fine of 100 pounds or by one of the two. 


State security prosecution concluded the investigation of Husayn Bikar and the 

40 Bahais in April 1985, releasing Bikar and four others for health reasons. 

The remaining 36 Bahais continued to be detained on charges of "belonging to a 
group whose activities are prohibited because it deviates from all divine 
religions and because its members have apostatized from Islam through prayer 
ritual different from that of Islam, turning to Haifa in prayer and pilgrimage, 
and giving 19 percent of their net profits to be deposited in occupied Palestine." 


The Bahai Faith and the Awaited Mahdi 


During the prosecution's interrogation, Husayn Bikar admitted that he was a 
follower of the Bahai sect and said that this religion was the essence and 
truth of all divine religions, having come to replace the preceding messages. 
He said that it is a divine message awaited by the Jews, who await the appear- 
ance of Jesse [Davidic line]; awaited by the Christians, who await the return 
of the Messiah; and awaited by the Muslims, who await "the Mahdi." 


Bikar, who is considered the current leader and shining star of the Bahais in 
Egypt, is quoted in the official record of the interrogations as saying, "The 
Bahai faith began in 1844 with the birth of ‘Ali Muhammad, whom we call 'al-Bab' 
or the one who leads the way to God. ‘Ali Muhammad told of the coming of an- 
other promised one whom God would send to lay down the principles of the new 
religion that would complete the previous religions and to guide the world in 
the new religion. His son Husayn appeared, calling himself 'Baha‘allah.' 
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Al-Bab was executed in Iran merely for making his appeal and because the Muslim 
learned men accused him of trying to destroy Islam. We consider him to be the 
messenger of the modern era and the prophet of our time who came to reform 
ideological concepts among the various sects. For this reason, the Bahai 

faith is attributed to him, for it is a world religion." 


One Hundred Years in Egypt 


The Bahai faith has a lengthy history in Egypt. Its star appeared in the 
country suddenly, then began to gradually die out, leaving behind many questions 
about this false doctrine, which is no longer legal in Egypt, having been 
incriminated, and whose adherents will be punished in accordance with the gravity 
of the threat this doctrine represents to the religion of God. 


Despite the many statements of disapproval and legal opinions under the Shari'ah 
issued by al-Azhar and its learned men, from Shaykh al-Hadr and Shaykh Salim 
al-Bashari to H.E. Shaykh Jad-al-Haqq 'Ali Jad-al-Haqq, the current shaykh of 
al-Azhar, we find no government or legislative body taking action toward this 
false, deceptive group which is striking Islam in its own house. Its only de- 
terent is a weak, positive law that is satisfied with the punishment of 3 years 
in prison or a fine of 100 pounds or both, not differing greatly from the punish- 
ment for misdemeanors. 


For more than 100 years, a Bahai assembly existed in Egypt. The Bahai faith 
was officially registered with the various courts. The Bahai headquarters was 
"Hazirat al-Quds" in al-'Abbasiyah until law No 623 was promulgated in 1960 
prohibiting activities of Bahai assemblies in Egypt, seizing their property, 
and stopping their activities. 


The Leader's Wife 


There are many stories about the Bahais, but the most significant is the one 
about Husayn Bikar, their leader in Egypt, and his wife. It is well known that 
Bikar, who was born in Alexandria in 1928, entered the Bahai sphere when he was 
23 years old. He married a Bahai woman who was apparently a Christian before 
she embraced the Bahai faith, since Bahais do not recognize the separation 
among religions and forbid marriage except to another Bahai. 


The leader's wife says about the early relationship: "Our marriage was based 
on reason. A family friend named Muhammad Zayn al-'Abidin, who was also a 
Bahai, introduced us, and then the marriage took place..." 


On her feelings about the naked girls tilting their heads like good luck idols 
whom he sketched in his home, the leader's wife says: "I am very pleased when 
the model (she means the girl chosen for the drawing) is pretty because I feel 
that Bikar will produce a thing of beauty, and he loves beauty..." 


She then says, "I often choose the model for him and encourage him when I find 
a certain expression in the model's face that says something." 








The Failed Dream 


One of the most important principles promoted by the Bahai faith is their call 
for the oneness of mankind and the elimination of all partisanship based on 
nationality, religion (!!!), and language throughout the world and bringing 
religion and science into conformity. They also support elimination of weapons, 
banning of wars between countries, the formation of an international institute 
to settle conflicts among countries, and the existence of an international army 
drawn from all countries. They promote total equality between men and women 
concerning rights and obligations, including the Islamic Shari'ah's stipulation 
that they be separate in matters of inheritance, and support creation of an 
international language in addition to national languages and the establishment 
of an international economic system. 





According to their statements to the office of the prosecutor, Husayn Bikar 

and the 40 Bahais rely for their legal precepts and their principles on "the 

Most Holy Book," a collection of the precepts stated by Baha'allah. The book 

was compiled in his time from rules revealed to Baha'‘allah as an "inspiration" 
from God to his messenger gathered in the Most Holy Book and considered religious 
duties. 


One of the most important cases raised in the history of the Bahai faith in 
Egypt was the Bahai marriage held in the spiritual assembly in al-Isma'iliyah 
in the month of al-‘Ala (the name of a month in the Bahai calendar) in 103 B.E., 
or March 1947. The husband (Mustafa Kamil ‘Abdallah--34 years old) was decep- 
tive, going after a time to the railroad administration where he worked to ask 
for a raise because of his marriage and taking along a copy of his marriage 
contract to Miss Bahijah Khalil--17 years old. The administration hesitated 
because it seemed strange, and sent him to the ministry's legal counsel, who 
sent him to Mufti of Egypt Shaykh 'Adb al-Majid Salim. His Excellency made 
his decision in the name of the juridical committee of al-Azhar that the con- 
tract was invalid and that the couple were to be considered apostates as of 

23 September 1947, Al-Azhar's legal opinion stated, "Whoever embraces the 
doctrine of the Bahais after being a Muslim shall be considered to be an 
apostate from Islam and his marriage in a Bahai assembly shall be considered 
legally invalid." 


A few months earlier, the Shari'ah court of Mahallah al-Kubra issued a divorce 
decree to a woman whose husband had embraced the Bahai faith at the Bahai 
spiritual assembly in Mahallah al-Kubra. The court considered the husband to 
be an apostate from Islam in its session of 30 June 1946. 


One Hundred Forty Bahais in Tanta 


In February 1972, the authorities arrested 140 Bahais in Tanta. Many stated 
that they were returning to the fold of Islam after learning the truth and 
seeing the light. 


Documents on the Bahai cases show that on 14 March 1972, the prosecutor's 


office interrogated ‘Abd-al-Wahhab ‘Abd-al-Fattah Hasanayn, leader of the 
Bahais in al-Jigah. It was decided that he had been a member of an Islamic 
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group and had met Subhi Danyal, who converted him to the Bahai faith. He then 
converted his wife and her sister's son. 


The investigator confronted him with a memorandum seized in his home describing 
the plan of the Bahai appeal and the elimination of divine religions. The 
investigator decided that the writer was Subhi Danyal and that he had intended 
to print and distribute it to Bahai followers but had died before carrying out 
his plan. 


A few days later, the prosecutor's office for vital statistics was hearing the 
case of a Muslim woman who was asking that the Bahai Ahmad al-Sawi ‘Abd-al—Jawad 
be denied custody of his three children by her deceased daughter. In her suit 
she said that he was a retired teacher and wanted to have the Bahai faith given 
as his religion on his family identity card. His request was denied, and he 
filed suit, demanding that the Bahai faith be entered on his card. The court 
rejected his suit, and he appealed the ruling. The court of appeals backed 

the ruling in the same month, March 1947. 


Bikar Misleads the Country 


However, the very thing that the Bahai Ahmad al-Sawi ‘Abd al-Jawad was unable 
to do was what the interrogation of Husayn Bikar and the 40 Bahais uncovered, 
having confirmed that Bikar had obtained an identity card with his religion 
given as "Bahai"! The data on the card indicated that it was issued by the 
civil registration office in Qasr al-Nil on 6 July 1962, only 2 years after 
promulgation of Decree of the Republic No 262 of 1960 prohibiting the Bahai 
faith, closing its assemblies, confiscating its finances, and making its 
activities a criminal offense. 


The general counsel of the office of the prosecutor for supreme state security 
explained in a press conference, "Although there are no more than 1,000 ad- 
herents of the Bahai faith in all of Egypt, and they have no significant effect 
on Islamic society, they were arrested to prevent discord and out of the fear 
that their numbers would grow." Counsel Raja' al-‘Arabi added, "It is quite 
unfortunate that there is such a great disparity between the ruling of the 
Islamic Shari'ah that if the apostate from Islam persists in believing in these 
doctrines he should be executed and the positive law that considers this to be 
a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for no less than 6 months and by a 
fine not to exceed 100 pounds or by one of the two. This is of course a very 
light sentence if we look at the chaos and weakening of faith in Islam that 
this crime causes in society.” 


Suspicious Bahai Relationships 


Prof Ahmad Bahjat, writer for AL-AHRAM says, "The Bahai faith was born allied 
with the Russians against the Ottoman caliph. It wasn't long before the 
Freemasons got to know the founder, and the Russian and English ambassadors 
intervened to clear him of the charge of assassinating the shah of Iran at 
that time. 
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"When he was exiled to Iran, the English government, through their ambassador, 
made him an English subject and moved him and his companions to Muslim India 
to spread the Bahai appeal and divide the Muslims. 





"After England made him a ‘knight of the British Empire,' al-Baha' said in 
Haifa, Palestine, that Palestine was the land of return for the Jews and that 
they had a right to settle there (immediately after Balfour's promise in 1917). 
He then stood and made an appeal on Mt Carmel in Haifa, saying, ‘Oh, God, grant 
your merciful success to the great Emperor George V, ruler of England, and per- 
petuate its protective patronage over this region by Your assistance and Your 
sustenance and Your protection. For You are all powerful, most high, most 
powerful and most gracious?" 


H.E. Shaykh Jad-al-Haqq ‘Ali, shaykh of al-Azhar mosque, has appealed to officials 
to take a firm stand against this group which commits an outrage against the 
religion of God and against the general system of this society, to enforce the 
rule of God on this group, and to pass a law to eradicate it and bury it and 

its ideas in order to protect all our citizens from the heresy of these ideas 
which stray from God's straight path. 


9882/13045 
CSO: 4504/284 
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LIBYA 
REPORTAGE ON LIBYAN ECONOMIC SITUATION 
Imports Face A Sharp Cutback 
London MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC DIGEST in English 12 Apr 86 p 39 
[Text] Balance of payments Current account 








THE economy has been hard hit by the 
collapse in oil prices since the end of 1985. 
In addition, crude oil exports have suffered 
because of the withdrawal of US interests 
from January. The impact of these factors 
on foreign trade has yet to be felt, observers 
suggest; payments have maintained the 
improvement seen in 1985, and oil produc- 
tion has remained steady. 

Priority is being given to moves to im- 
prove the current account position, govern- 
ment statements indicate. It is not clear how 
successful this effort has been, because of 
the lack of official reporting of the economy; 
the most recent data are for 1984. 


Growth Real gross domestic product 
(GDP) has fallen each year since 1980. 
Reliable estimates for 1983-85 do not exist. 
The assumption is of smaller contraction in 
these years, following 15.2 per cent and 4.3 
per cent falls in 1981 and 1982. 


Oil production and exports The end of 
US crude liftings has had no impact on 
production levels, which remain at 1 million- 
1.1 million barrels a day (b/d). Volumes to 
which US companies were formerly entitled 
are being lifted by the local Brega Oil 
Company; they include 400,000 b/d for the 
Oasis partners and 140,000 b/d for 
Occidental Petroleum § Corporation. 
Domestic refining accounts for about 
220,000 b/d; the remaining production is 
available for export. 

About 150,000 b/d is supplied direct to 
trading partners for debt settlement, and 
100,000 b/d goes to the Soviet Union. 
Brega is responsible for marketing the 
former US entitlements. As little as 600,000 
b/d is available for sale according to cash 
contracts. 


deficits since 1981 have been funded main- 
ly through short-term trade finance, rather 
than medium-term borrowing, transfers 
from reserves or by printing money. There 
has been no recourse to medium-term 
sovereign credit, although such a loan is 
believed to have been mooted during 1985 
and may, because of the fall in oil prices, be 
sought in 1986. 

The size of the deficit has fluctuated 
since 1981. There are signs of improve- 
ment in 1985, based on cuts in imports and 
a probable fall in remittance flows. In a 
statement that puzzled many observers, 
former central bank governor Rajeb A Mis- 
ellati says there was a $1,700 million sur- 
plus in 1985. 

Estimates of import reduc'ions suggest 
the 1985 fall may be up to 20 per cent. IMF 
direction of trade statistics (DOTS), which 
do not represent the total volume of trade, 
point to a 17 per cent fall, to $5,066 million. 
Estimates of OECD-area sales to Libya 
show a fall of about 20 per cent, to $3,700 
million. 

Exports of the countiy’s two largest trad- 
ing partners fell sharply: Italy's by 2'3 per 
cent, to an estimated $1,300 million, and 
West Germany's by 36 per cent, to $516 
million. 

No estimates are available for service 
imports, which are mostly associated with 
the oil industry. However, they are 
assumed to have fallen. 

Remittance transfers, estimated at 
$1,500 million in 1984, are also assumed to 
have dropped, because of the expulsion of 
expatriate workers in 1985. 


Reserves Reserves at end-1985 stood at 
$5,904 million — up by a massive 62.5 per 
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Libya: balance of payments, 1983-86 

($ million) 

1983' 1984" 1985’ 1985° 1986" 
Exports 12,348 10,056 10,280 8,380 5,000-6,000 
Imports 8,978 8,079 ; 6,800 5,000-6,000 
Trade surplus 3,370 1,977 1,580 0-1,000 
Services (net) —2,911 —2,237 
Remittances 2045 -1,544 ~2,500-3,500 — -2,000-3,000 
Current account’ -1,586 -1,004 -1,000-2,000 -1,000 —3,000 
Current account’ -1,960 -1,621 1,700 
Sources: 


1 IMF International Financial Statistics, March 1986 


2 MEED estimate/forecast 
3 Central Bank of Libya statement 


Exchange rate: $1 = LD 0.296 





Libya: crude oil output, 1983-86 


The absence of economic debate at the 
late-February General People’s Congress 
(GPC) reflects concern about the economy, 


(million b/d) rather than preoccupation with Tripoli's 

, , R . conflict with the US, western diplomats in 

1983 1984 19851988 Tripoli say. The GPC — the country's 

Production 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0 largest political forum, which meets annual- 
Exports 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.8 ly — often reveals Libya’s spending plans 


1 International Energy Agency, Paris 
2 MEED forecast 





cent from 31 December 1984. The increase 
may reflect some improvement in the cur- 
rent account position, as well as short-term 
borrowing. The growth reverses a steady 
decline in total reserves, minus cod, from 
the 1980 peak of $13,091 million. 


Debt Data on external debt levels are 
scarce, because Libya does not report its 
position to the World Bank. The Basle- 
based Bank for International Settlements, 
to which industrialised countries report, 
estimated outstanding Libyan debt at $657 
million at mid-1985. Of this, $561 million 
has maturities of up to one year. 


Outlook Revenue in 1986 is likely to total 
as little as $6,000 million, assuming a 
$15-a-barrel oil price. Nothing is known of 
the government's spending intentions be- 
cause the budget has not yet been pub- 
lished. Official statements and income esti- 
mates suggest imports will be cut further. 
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for the year ahead. 

The departure of Misellati as central bank 
governor without a successor being named 
has created uncertainty about this key post. 
Observers interpret the move, announced 
at the GPC, as an effort to bring the bank 
under closer supervision of the Treasury 
Secretariat. 

The drop in oil prices is likely to resultin a 
further decline in imports. It could also 
threaten the improvement in payments on 
trade debt noted during 1985. A clear sign 
of government intention will come in mid- 
1986, when bidding is due to advance on 
the second phase of Libya’s largest de- 
velopment project, the great man-made 
river (GMR). Observers now expect delays 
on the contract, worth an estimated $1,300 
million-1,800 million. 








30 May 1986 


Banks Emerge Unscathed 
London MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC DIGEST in English 26 Apr 86 p 8 
[Article by Stephen Timewel1] 


[Text] 








CAUTIOUS is probably the best way of 
describing the international financial com- 
munity’s reaction to the US’ 14/15 April air 
strike on Libya. The indications are that — 
even for Libyan-owned institutions — it is 
business as usual, with no changes in the 
market's attitude towards Middle East 
banks. Reports that American banks are 
reacting against Middle East institutions 
have not been substantiated, dealers say 
the response has been negligible. 

State-owned Libyan Arab Foreign Bank 
(LAFB) is a case in point. Libya's only 
offshore bank, it saw assets grow by nearly 
14 per cent in 1985, to about LD 883 million 
($2.815 million). 

Its chairman, Mohamed Abdul-Jawad, 
believes activity will not be affected by the 
American air raid. In a telephone interview 
from Tripoli, he said: “There is no reason 
why business should be affected. There is 
no sign that people are not doing business 
with us and we don’t expect any.” 

The Tripoli-based bank has operations in 
27 countries, through participations in over- 
seas banks. Banking affiliates include 
Paris-based Banque _intercontinentale 
Arabe (50 per cent stake); Abu Dhabi's 
Arab Bank for Investment & Foreign Trade 
(42 per cent); Arab Turkish Bank, based in 
Istanbul (40 per cent); Madrid's Banco 
Arabe Espanol (30 per cent); London- 
based UBAF Bank (25 per cent); Athens- 
based Arab Hellenic Bank (30 per cent), 
and New York's UBAF Arab American 
Bank (7.7 per cent). 

LAFB also has a 50 per cent stake in 
state-owned Libyan Arab Foreign Invest- 
ment Company (Lafico). At the end of 1984, 


Lafico had 94 shareholdings worldwide, 
including 34 in Africa, 27 in Europe and 25 
in Arab countries. One of its biggest hold- 
ings is in Italy's Fiat — rumours that it 
intends to sell this 13.8 per cent share have 
been denied by observers in Milan. 

Lafico recently took a 70 per cent stake in 
Italian oil company Tamoil, which has a 
refinery and 900 service stations in north- 
ern Italy. 

European support for the US action has 
for the most part been half-hearted. As a 
result, most banks agree with LAFB that the 
attack has had little impact so far. “We are 
experiencing no difficulties,” says UBAF 
Bahk chief executive Peter Taplin. 
“(However) EEC sanctions would affect 
us.” Trade with Libya forms a significant 
part of the bank’s trade income, although 
Taplin says it is not crucial to performance. 

Fakhruddin Khalil, deputy chief execu- 
tive of UBAF Arab American Bank, agrees 
with Taplin about the effects of the bombing 
raid. However, he admits that, since Janu- 
ary, Libyan financial institutions have had 
more difficulty clearing cheques; now they 
generally have to go through a UK clearing 
bank. 

Another institution that could be in the 
firing line is Manama-based Arab Banking 
Corporation (ABC), which is owned 33.3 
per cent by the Libyan treasury. ABC is 
monitoring the market closely, London 
bankers confirm. But, as one says: “No-one 
is giving ABC a hard time and there is no 
evidence of interbank lines to ABC being 
cut.” 
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Mixed Response From Shippers, Airlines 
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30 May 1986 


London MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC DIGEST in English 26 Apr 86 p 7 


[Article by Toby Odone] 


[Text] 


AIRLINES and shipping companies have 
given a mixed response to the US raid on 
Libya. Most halted scheduled services im- 
mediately after the attacks — but have 
since resumed them. The strongest reac- 
tion came from the UK, which has made 
Libya a no-go area for shippers and air- 
fines; underwriters at Lloyd's of London 
have designated the country’s ports as war 
zones, like Lebanon and the Gulf. 

Airlines that are maintaining an embargo 
include British Caledonian Airways (BCal), 
Korean Air Lines (KAL) and the Soviet 
Union's Aeroflot. Among those that have 
resumed services are Swissair, Italy's flag 
carrier Alitalia, West Germany's Lufthansa, 
the Hungarian flag-carrier MALEV and Sy- 
rian Arab Airlines. National carrier Libyan 
Arab Airlines (LAA) says its flights, particu- 
larly to Libya, are full. 

Airline pilots have expressed strong re- 
servations about flying to areas that en- 
courage terrorism. The Surrey, UK-based 
International Federation of Air Line Pilots’ 
Associations recently drafted 11 proposals 
which call for a boycott of countries with 
inadequate security arrangements or which 
encourage terrorism, as a measure of last 


/12828 


CSO: 


4500/122 
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resort. The Geneva-based International Air 
Transport Association (IATA) has recently 
visited Athens, Rome and Cairo airports to 
study security arrangements and suggest 
improvements. 

Shippers insured through Lloyd's of Lon- 
don have to negotiate rates for each 
voyage. According to London brokers, 
charges for vessels serving Libya are not 
as high as those for voyages to the Gulf and 
Lebanon. 

Libyan officials say Tripoli and Benghazi 
ports were not damaged in the US attacks; 
delays in loading and unloading vessels in 
the days after the raid were caused by 
curfew regulations. Turkey has joined the 
UK in banning ships from entering Libyan 
ports. 

Libya's other ports — at Zuweitina, Al- 
Sider, Ras Lanuf and Marsa al-Brega, 
where most of the country’s crude exports 
are loaded — were not among the US’ 
targets. London brokers say crude exports 
dipped slightly in the aftermath of the 
attacks, but that competitive pricing has 
encouraged a resumption in liftings. 
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MOROCCO 


COMMENTARY DECRIES INHUMANE TREATMENT OF PRISONERS 
Rabat AL-’ALAM in Arabic 29 Mar 86 p 3 
[Column by Tamim: "On Prison Vislence"] 


[Text] The beating and brutal maltreatment that prisoners are subjected to 
require more than an open letter to officials. 


In addition to its inhumane nature, this insistence on the part of some on 
torturing prison inmates is not permitted by the law and is not logical. It 
is the prisoners’ right, whether sentences have been passed against them or 
they are awaiting sentencing, to enjoy the rights granted them by the precepts 
of the law and the care that their health and mental circumstances require, 
whatever the reasons may have been for their arrest. 


The phenomenon of violence and inhumane treatment that prisoners complain of 
is one illustration of the deviation by the prison establishment from its 
social, educational, and rehabilitative role. 


If, among those directly responsible for prison affairs, there is one person 

who exceeds his limits, then open letters: letters of complaint and statements-- 
through which those concerned with the matter will inform public opinion and 
officials of their concern would renew this responsibility and would appeal to 
those to whom these letters are submitted to open an inquiry, to make a 

decision, and to put an end to a series of practices that profoundly strike 

at the concept of justice and the value of punishment for crimes as defined 

by [religious] doctrine and the law. 


/8309 
CSO: 4504/300 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


OFFICIALS MEET WITH MOROCCAN AGRICULTURAL LEADERS—Deputy Agriculture Minister 
and Knesset Member Avraham Katz-'0z, and Dr Amotz ‘Ami'ad, director general 

of AGREXCO /Agricultural Produce Exporting Co./, visited Morocco and held 
talks with the heads of the agriculture establishment there in connection with 
adopting a joint stand regarding the EEC, in the wake of the entry of Spain 
and Portugal as official members. This is not the first time Israelis have 
met with Moroccan representatives on the matter of marketing fresh agricultural 
produce, particularly in the citrus fruit branch. Israel and Morocco have on 
more than one occasion coordinated their moves in the marketing of citrus 
fruit in Europe. The deputy agriculture minister's visit in Morocco was held 
with the knowledge of, and in coordination with, Prime Minister Shim'on Peres 
during the latter's visit to Paris last week. MA‘ARIV had reported that 
during his visit, Mr Peres had met with persor.alities from a country with 
which Israel does not have relations. /Text/ /Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 

2 May 86 p 1 TA/ 12228 


TRADE DEFICIT INCREASE-—-Israel's trade deficit went up by 22 percent during 

the first 4 months of the year in comparison to the monthly average during 

the second half of 1985. During the last 2 months, exports went up by 7 per- 
cent in comparison to the previous 2 months. Our economic affairs correspondent 
reports that the increase in exports resulted from an increase _in agricultural 
exports, while industrial exports remained the same. /Excerpt/ /Jerusalem 
Domestic Service in Hebrew 1400 GMT 7 May 86 TA/ 12228 


INCREASE IN 1986 IMPORTS--Imports during the first 4 months of 1986 increased 
by 16 percent compared with the second half of last year. Findings published 
today by the Central Bureau of Statistics show that there was a 30-percent 
increase in the import of nonperishable goods, such as cars and television 
sets. Our economic affairs correspondent Me‘ir Einstein noted that an increase 
was also registered in the import of raw materials for industry: from $285 
million in the second half of last year to $335 million in the first quarter_ 
of 1986. /Text/ /Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1300 GMT 6 May 86 TA/ 
12228 


CSO: 4400/167 
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OMAN 


BRIEFS 


COPPER EXPORTS-~Muscat, 4 May (ONA)--Oman's copper exports last year reached 
14,014 tons. The 99.98 percent pure Omani copper was exported to international 
markets. The newspaper 'UMAN reported that the country's revenue from copper 
exports amounted to 7.1 million Omani riyals. The paper said 800 kg of silver 
which was produced in the same period was sold_on the local market to cover 
the requirements of traditional industries. /Text/ /Muscat ONA in Arabic 
1439 GMT 4 May 86 GF/ 12228 


CSO: 4400/168 
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UNITED 


IMPACT OF OIL SHOCK ON ECONOMY DESCRIBED 


London MEED in English 29 Mar-4 Apr 86 pp 37-38 


[Text] 


THE slump in oil prices has had a 
severe impact on the UAE’s domestic 
economy. The three major oil-produc- 
ing emirates — Abu Dhabi, Dubai 
and Sharjah — have had to reduce 
project spending sharply since late 
1985. The poorer northern emirates 
of Ajman, Fujairah, Ras al-Khaimah 
and Umm al-Qaiwain, which rely on 
the federal budget and handouts from 
their wealthier neighbours, have been 
having difficulties for the past two or 
three years. 

Substantial annual current account 
surpluses — $5,000 million-plus in 
1983-85 — and an accumulation of 
reserves provide a substantial buffer 
for the external account. Assuming an 
oil price of about $15-20 a barrel, 
the current account will remain in 
surplus in 1986, but at a substantially 
lower level than in recent years. 


Growth Gross domestic product 
(GDP) has fallen every year since 
1981, apart from a slight rise in 1984. 
Oil revenues remain the main determ- 
inant of economic performance; other 
sectors of the economy, including 
construction, industry and agriculture, 
are expanding, but oil still accounts 
for about 50 per cent of GDP. 

Taken at 1980 prices, GDP is 
estimated to have fallen by 8.6 per 
cent, to Dh 102,700 million ($27,964 
million) between 1982-83. It rose by 
about 1 per cent the following year, 
but fell by about 5 per cent in 1985, 
because of declines in both oil and 
non-oil sectors. 

MEED forecasts a continuing drop 
in 1986, mainly because of the unfav- 
ourable oil markets. Unlike some of 


its neighbours, the UAE does not work 
to a five-year plan, preferring to set 
targets annually. Agriculture and 
industry continue to be accorded 
priority. Both sectors may grow slight- 
ly in 1986, but there will be continu- 
ing declines in construction, transport 


_and trade. 


Oil production and exports The start 
of oil production from  Sharjah’s 
Sajaa field and Ras al-Khaimah’s Saleh 
field in 1982-83 is the main reason 
behind the output rise (see table), But 
the recent collapse in crude prices is 
a major setback for the larger emirates. 
Abu Dhabi is alone in producing 
below capacity and consequently the 


only emirate able to compensate 
for the price falls by increasing out- 
put. Production has been running at 
about 900,000 barrels a day (b/d) 
since late 1985. 

Total UAE output, most of which 
is exported, has been around 1.3 
million (b/d) since the last quarter 
of 1985. Dubai continues to produce 
about 350,000 b/d. Output from 
Sharjah’s Mubarak field is estimated 


at less than 5,000 b/d; condensate 
production from the Sajaa field totals 
55,000-60,000 b/d. The Saleh field 


Produces about 10,000 b/d of 
condensate. 


Balance of payments Hydrocarbons 
make up about 85 per cent of the 
UAE’s total exports. MEED estimates 
1985 oil sales at about $12,200 
million — a figure that is projected 
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UAE: crude oil output, 1983-86 


Production 
Exports 


Source: Planning Ministry, Abu Dhabi 
1 MEED estimate 
2 MEED forecast 


(million b/d) 
1983 1984 19851 19862 
1.24 1.30 1.20 1.30 
1.10 1.15 1.05 1.15 





UAE: income and revenue, 1983-86 


Revenue, of which: 
oil 

Expenditure 

Deficit 


($ million) 
1983 1984 19851 19862 
8,737 8,002 7,100 4,900 
7,209 6,534 6,000 4,200 
10,424 9477 8,100 6,900 
1,687 1,475 1,000 2,000 


Source: UAE Central Bank Bulletin, 1984 
1 MEED estimate 
2 MEED forecast 





UAE: balance of payments, 1983-86 


($ million) 

1983 1984 1985! 19862 

Exports (fob), of which: 15,085 14,173 14,100 10,700 
petroleum 13,016 12,412 12,200 9 000 
imports (fob) 7 596 7 355 7,000 7,200 
Trade surplus 7,489 6,818 7,100 3,500 
Net services income and private transfers —1,498 —1,362 —1,200 —1,200 
Official aid —354 —218 —200 —200 
Current account surplus 5 637 5 238 5,700 2,100 


Sources: IMF International Financial Statistics, March 1986, UAE Central Bank Bulletin, 


1984 

1 MEED estimate 

2 MEED forecast 
$1 = Dh 36710 
eh Ae ee A tat: 


> - *» 
A yx 





to drop by more than 25 per cent in 
1986. 

The expected 10 per cent fall in 
the value of the dollar will result in a 
slight rise in the cost of imports in 
1986. MEED forecasts a current 
account surplus of $2,100 million 
for the year. 


Government spending and income The 
apparent inability of the various 
spending authorities to announce their 
budgets on time makes accurate fore- 
casting difficult. For example, the 





federal budget for January-December 
1985 was not formally approved 
until 15 December. The Abu Dhabi 
and Dubai governments prefer to 
announce their spending plans after 
the federal budget has been approved. 

The Finance & Industry Ministry 
has indicated that spending in 1986 
will be at least 15 per cent down on 
last year’s levels. Actual expenditure 
by the federal authorities, and the 
Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah 
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governments was estimated at little 
more than $8,000 million in 1985, 
giving a deficit of $1,000 million for 
the year. The deficit will double this 
year — if present spending plans are 
maintained. 

Abu Dhabi — the largest spender — 


will host this year’s GCC summit 
in November, and has been indulging 
in the spending spree that usually 
accompanies the build-up to. the 
meeting. Dubai's steady development 
is unlikely to be much affected by the 
oil revenue fall. Sharjah and the other 
northern emirates are likely to have 
increasing difficulty in continuing 
their infrastructure development 
programmes. 


Debt and foreign assets Reserves, 
excluding gold, have remained at little 
more than $2,000 million since 1980, 
apart from a jump to $3,200 million 
at the end of 1981. Long-term 
external debts totalled about $1,200 
million at the end of 1984; these are 
covered by external assets. 

Ras al-Khaimah has estimated debts 
to commercial banks of more than 
$40 million. Sharjah in June 1985 
raised a five-year loan worth $154 
million to restructure its debts to 
banks and contractors, and to cover 
spending plans. 


4400/169 


Outlook The economy will continue 
to stagnate in 1986. Abu Dhabi's 
Preparations for the GCC summit 
are expected to provide some work 
for contractors. In other emirates 


there are speculative industrial 
schemes, including a methanol and an 
ammonia/urea plant in Sharjah. A UK/ 
West German group has recently 
disclosed plans to build an $800 
million aluminium smelter in Umm 
al-Qaiwain. 

Consuitants are busy preparing 
designs for projects which some 
contractors believe are unlikely to 
get the go-ahead. Companies working 
On emirate government projects are 
getting paid on time; this is despite 
the fall in revenues. 

MEED forecasts a difficult time for 
contractors in 1986. Revenues are 
not expected to fall as sharply as the 
near 50 per cent reduction in oil 
prices might suggest because of an 
increase in oil production, particul- 
arly by Abu Dhabi. The current 
account will remain in surplus in 
1986, unless oil prices fall much below 
$15 a barrel. 

The crisis in the banking sector 
appears to have passed its peak. But 
with estimated non-performing loans 
of $2,700 million-3,300 million, 
there are still many problems to be 
solved. Local banks have put forward 
plans for a massive rescue operation 
by the federal government, but they 
have not met with a positive response. 


35 











MILITARY CONSCRIPTION PROPOSED FOR ABU DHABI 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 28 Apr 86 p 3 


[Article by Ahmed Hassan] 


[Text] 


/12828 
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THE Abu Dhabi National Consultative Council has 
strongly recommended to the Abu Dhabi Executive 
Council that all able-bodied nationals between the 
age of 18 and 30 years should undergo military train- 
ing. According to a resolution passed by the council, 
the training should cover all youths in the specified 
age group—university graduates, students, employees, 
and others. 

The council, which met in Abu Dhabi yesterday under 
the chairmanship of the Speaker, Shaikh Sultan bin Surour 
Dahiri, proposed that the training should be carried out 
in a planned manner to ensure that the education or the 
employment of a national do not suffer. The council called 
for “special military training courses?’ 

The proposal had been made a few months ago by a mem- 
ber of the council, Hamil bin Khadim Al Ghaith for boost- 
ing the country’s defence. The council had debated the issue 
formally, without adopting a resolution. Mr Ghaith had very 
strongly criticised the attitude of some young men, who, 
according to Mr Ghaith, were neither employed nor were 
in any way serving society. 

The member had pointed out that youth who did not 
attend schools should be used elsewhere. In view of the situ- 
ation faced by the region and the threat of conflict in the 
area, Mr Ghaith had proposed the introduction of compul- 
sory military services for national youths. 

The council had agreed to discuss the matter at the level 
of the preparatory committee and then bring it up to the 
NCC for approval. Several members had earlier openly voiced 
their support in favour of the proposal. 
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CHANGES IN RADIO, TV PROGRAMMING, SERVICES NOTED 
Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 6 Apr 86 p 6 


[Editorial] 


THE Dubai radio and television scene has lately become very lively. _ 

[Text] Apart from numerous programme changes, ambitious plans are 
being prepared to expand and improve services. ‘Television hopes 
to launch new facilities by July which will enable Dubai TV to 
be received in all parts of the country. It is proposed to merge 
the newsrooms of radio and television which enable a pooling of 
talent and also permit the two services to have their own correspon- 
dents abroad. This is considered absolutely vital to lessen depen- 
dence on outside news agencies and help in making the news con- 
tent of radio and television acquire an independent identity. 
Computerisation is to be introduced which should sort out some 
of the technical bugs that now afflict transmission and so irritate 
viewers and listeners. 

Programme content too is receiving attention, and one of the 
most notable features of new schedules just announced is the effort. 
to ensure atidience involvement. While people have had a sense 
of participation in radio through the various request programmes, 
viewers of Channel 33 particularly have not had the benefit of 
any direct access to the studios. This is now being rectified through 
the introduction of a programme devoted specially to viewers’ opin- 
ions, and all those letters complaining of badly pronounced names 
and missing episodes and repeats should now, hopefully, get a quick 
and public response, and the programme should therefore provide 
an outlet for popular feelings. For children also, there is an oppor- 
tunity to join with a spot of their own, ‘Do your know?’ Three 
other new programmes on Channel 33 are ‘Off Beat’, a sort of 
melange of items on the lighter side, an economic report and a 
sports round-up. All are assured of a good response because they 
fill a long-present need. 

But more than that, they reflect a desire on the part of the authori- 
lies to increase the percentage of nationally produced programmes 
and reduce reliance on imported stuff. This, in turn, shows the 
growing confidence of the UAE’s mass media in their own profes- 
sional and technical competence. A more determined effort is now 
required to increase cooperation between the radio and television | 
establishments of the Gulf so that more joint productions become 
possible and more programmes can be exchanged within the region. 
Training facilities ought also to be upgraded to recruit more nationals 
to run and edit even English-language services. The point has been 
made before that English-language services, which cater to the 
expatriate population, can be effectively used to explain the Arab 
view on international issues, and it is to be hoped that in the changes 
/12828 now being made and those contemplated for the future this impor- 
CSO: 4400/170 tant consideration will be kept in view. 
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REBEL LEADERS INTERVIEWED ON GENEVA TALKS 
LD212325 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 2030 GMT 21 Apr 84h 


[Text] According to a report of the Central News Unit, Mawlawi Nasrollah 
Mansur and Hojjat ol-Eslam Hoseyni, two prominent figures of Afghanistan's 
Islamic Revolution, in an interview given to the Central News Unit on the 
eve of the 7 April communist coup d'etat, expressed views of the Muslim 
and militant people of Afghanistan about the Geneva talks. 


Mawlawi Nasrollah Mansur, the leaders of Afghanistan's Islamic movement 
said: We consider 7 April the end of indirect colonialism and the 
beginning of open colonialism and military occupation of our country which 
we condemn. While explaining the situation of the occupying forces and 
Kabul's regime, particularly in the regions liberated by the Muslim 
revolutionaries, he said: The occupiers have been defeated in most 
regions, particularly near Paktia, Lowgar, and Hazarahjat and the Muslim 
revolutionaries have captured countless weapons and equipment as booty. 


In connection with the Geneva Talks, Hojjat ol-Eslam Hoseyni said: The 
occupying forces did not come to Afghanistan through an agreement, to leave 
by another agreement. Referring to struggles of the Muslim revolutionaries, 
he said: When the occupying forces failed to achieve their objectives 

by military means, they have--the same as all other aggressors and 
occupiers--chosen other indirect means to reach their goals. It is for 
this purpose that they have put forward the Geneva talks issue with 
predetermined objectives in their own favor. 


The Central News Unit report indicates that in continuation of this interview, 
Nasrollah Mansur commented on the role played by the clergy in Afghanistan's 
Islamic revolution and said: Afghanistan's jihad began in mosques and schools 
through the decrees released by Karmal's puppet regime. While stressing the 
need for the unity of action among Afghanistan's Muslim combat groups, he 
referred to the Reagan-Gorbachev's meeting in Geneva and the issues raised 

on Afghanistan and added: The majority of the Muslim people of Afghanistan 
no longer trust the United States, the Soviet Union, and Britain and their 
promises and have, therefore, joined the Muslim revolutionaries in order to 
revive Islamic values and eradicate traces of colonial culture. 


In conclusion, Hojjat ol-Eslam Hoseyni explained future plans for Islamic 
rule in Afghanistan and Islamic programs in this connection and said: We are 
certain that after the victory, God willing, we shall be able to run our 
society by implementing Islamic laws. 
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IRAN WARNED AGAINST SUPPORT OF MUJAHIDIN 
LD301851 Kabul Domestic Service in Dari 1600 GMT 30 Apr 86 


[Text] The charge d'affaires ad interim of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 
Kabul was summoned to the DRA Ministry of Foreign Affairs this afternoon, 
where the director of the Second Political Section gave him a note, the text 
of which reads as follows: 


On 21 April 1986, corresponding to 1 Sowr 1365, an Iranian television [as heard] 
program allotted time for an exclusive interview with individuals named Shaykh 
Hoseyni and Nasrollah Mansur who belong to the Nasr [victory] and Harakat-e 
Engqelabi Eslam-e Afghanistan [Afghan Islamic Revolution Movement] counterrevo- 
lutionary organizations. The authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran [IRI] 
gave the Afghan rebel bands the opportunity to attack the Afghan-Pakistan talks 
in Geneva, distort the facts about traditional Afghan-Soviet relations, and 
dispute the sovereign jurisdiction of the legal government of the DRA over 
Afghanistan. In the interview, approval was expressed for the continued mur- 
dering of innocent people and the expanded level of destruction until a so- 
called victory is achieved and an Islamic government is set up in Afghanistan. 


[Passage indistinct] for the activities of these bands and assisting them in 
propagandistic and aggressive actions against the DRA, is a war which is con- 
trary to the desires, aspirations, and efforts of the DRA to observe the 
principles of peaceful coexistence and good neighborliness and to refrain from 
interfering in the internal affairs of others. 


The DRA strongly condemns these provocative actions committed in negligence 

of international laws and norms in neighborly relations by the IRI authorities, 
which demonstrate an unfriendly and futile stance that could lead to the fur- 
ther deterioration of our interstate relations. The DRA expresses its desire 
for the normalization of relations between itself and Iran in accordance with 
the interests of the peoples of our two fraternal countries. The DRA demands 
that this propaganda and every type of hostile (?act) by the IRI in collusion 
with the Afghan counterrevolutionaries be halted once and for all. The DRA 
states that every type of subversive and propaganda activity will have grave 
consequences for the relations between the DRA and Iranian Governments and that 
the responsibility for such acts rests with the IRI authorities. 


/12232 
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BRIEFS 


KHAD HEADQUARTERS REPORTEDLY ATTACKED--London 13 Apr (AFGHAN NEWS AGENCY) -- 

The Afzhan mujahidin have attacked the Karmal intelligence (KHAD) headquarters 
in Qandahar and killed a Soviet adviser and 13 Karmal officials. The head- 
quarter building was also heavily damaged in this operation. The KHAD 
headquarter in Qandahar is situated opposite the Qandahar Hotel and the 
mujahidin had attacked it using rockets. The upper part of the two-story 
building was completely destroyed in this attack. The mujahidin carried out 
this attack with great speed and force and managed to escape without loss. 
Similarly, the Hizb-i-Islami force shot down a MiG when the joint Soviet-Karmal 
forces launched a fierce land and air attack at an_important base of the 
Hizb-i-Islami in Darabeh area of Herat. /Text/ /Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 

14 Apr 86 p 6 GF/ 12228 
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GOVERNMENT PROTESTS INDIAN KILLING OF GIARNDS 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 13 Apr 86 p l 


[Text] Bangladesh Saturday lodged "a strong protest" with the Indian 
authorities over the recent incident of "unprovoked and unwarranted" 
firing by the BSF, killing two Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) personnel, says BSS. 


A Foreign Office spokesman said that the protest note was handed over to 
the Indian High Commissioner, Mr I.H. Chadda, in Dhaka on Saturday. 


The two BDR men, Naik Sheikh Kafiluddin Ahmed and Sepoy Mohammad Aminul 
Islam were shot dead by BSF personnel last Wednesday near Char Khas Mahal 
within Bangladesh territory in Rajshahi district. 


The incident took place on April 9 when a BDR patrol party consisting of 
one Naik, three sepoys and six boatmen detected three country boats loaded 
with smuggled goods on the River Padma coming from the Indian side to 
Bangladesh. 


When the patrol party challenged them, the smugglers retreated and the patrol 
party pursued them up to Char Khas Mahal. The smugglers, however, left 
behind three boats loaded with smuggled goods and fled to the Indian terri- 


tory. 


Meanwhile, a BSF patrol team of up to 15 people illegally forced their way 
into Bangladesh territory, surrounded and harassed the BDR patrol party. 
They also forced them to go with the boats, inside the Indian territory. 


Naik Kafiluddin and Sepoy Aminul Islam got down from the boat to hold 
discussions with the BSF personnel while others waited on the boats. 
After discussions, the two BDR men were returning to their boat when the 
BSF opened fire on them from behind, killing them on the spot. 


The BSF also took away the dead bodies which they returned to the Bangladesh 
authorities the next day. 
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PAPER REPORTS STAND AT BORDER TALKS IN DELHI 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 10 Apr 86 p 1 


[Text ] 
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NEW DELHI. Apr. 9:—Bangla 
desh has strongly reiterated its 
Principled stand on the Indian 
allegation of “continuing large. 
scale infiltration” and asseried 
that there has been no such ille- 
gal crossings by Barigladeshi na. 
tionals into India reports BSS. 

The reiteration came ay the 
two.day Indo-Bangladesh bordcr 
talks which concluded here today 

The talks n daa oh with 
Stteestion led by the BD Dir. 

egzation t fe 
General Major General Sofi 


‘Ahmed Choudhury. The Direc. 
General of BSr Mr. MC. 

Misra headed the 12.member 
Indian team. 

Official sources here said the 
talks between the two border 
chiefs and their aides were held 
in a cordial atmosphere. It cov. 
cred the q ns of tians.bor 
der crimes. land problem main 
tence of border pillars and ille. 
gal crossings. 

According to informed sour 
res, Bangladesh side at the 
talks expressed strong reserva 
tions on Indian allegation of 
Bangladeshi {nfiltration, It how- 
ever, noted that there may be 
some cases of stranded Paki+ 
tani . Biharis caught while 
crossing the Indo-Bangladcsh 
horder on their way to Pakis: 
tan. fn such cases Bangladesh 


was prepared “1o take back 
these persons as illegal trespas- 
ser, the Indian side was told, 

On the question . of border 
pillars, both sides agreed to 
cooperate in erection and main- 
tenance of such pillars, Indian 
side raised the question saying 
that large number of border pil- 
lars were either damaged or 
vanished year, Bangladesh 
side ic understood to have 
agreed to cooperate in main- 
tenance of border pillars, 

Both sides have also agreed 
to cooperate in resolving the 
land problems and checking the 
trans-border crimes, 


The talks at the level of two 
border chiefs begen yesterday. 
This is the second meeting of 
the two chiefs since 
their last méeting in Dhaka 
lest year, 

General Chowdhury and mem- 
bers of ‘the Bangladesh delega- 
tion are —— go on A. 
ight-seeing Visit tomorrow 
= eetare returning to Dha- 


on April 12 via Calcutta. 
Nhe BSF Chief Mr, Mis~a last 


‘night held a dinner in hon 


our of his Bangladesh coun- 
terpart. General Chowdhury is 
hosting a return dinner tonight 
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AGREEMENT ON NEW JAPANESE GRANT SIGNED 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 11 Apr 86 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Japan will provide Bangladesh with 1440 million yen (approx. 
Tk 15.80 crore) as grants for rice procurement and construction of an 
agricultural training centre for women under two separate exchange 

of notes signed in Dhaka on Thursday, reports BSS. 


Out of the total amount, Japan has agreed to extend to Bangladesh a grant 

amounting to 1.18 billion yen (approx. Tk 11.80 crore) for procurement of 

rice as food aid and 260 million yen (approx. Tk 4 crore) for construction 
of a training centre for women, according to an ERD Press release. 


Grant for rice has been extended to Bangladesh under the food aid convention 
of 1980 (known as the Kennedy Round Programme) which is provided for food 
support to the developing countries. The grant will be utilised by the 
Ministry of Food after procurement of rice from Pakistan by the Government 
of Japan. 


During the current Japanese fiscal-year (April '85-March '86) Japan 
extended to Bangladesh a similar food aid to the tune of 1.92 billion 
yen (approx. Tk 20 crore) for procurement of wheat and rice from the 
USA and Pakistan respectively. 


The grant will have to be utilised within March 31, 1987 unless the period 
is extended by the mutual agreement between the authorities concerned of 
the two governments, the Press release said. 


The grant assistance of 260 yen million (approx Tk 4 crore) will be 
utilised for construction of agricultural training centre for women in 
Bangladesh. The objectives of the project is to provide training to women 
in agriculture oriented subject such as agriculture, management, use of 
improved machinery, inputs, livestock, horticulture, poultry, health care, 
cooking, knitting, sewing and marketing of products. The grant will be 
utilised by the Ministry of Social Welfare and Women's Affairs. 


Japan is at present the largest bilateral donor to Bangladesh on the 


basis of annual aid flow. She has maintained a steady level of aid to 
Bangladesh and with the signing of those exchange of notes, the total 
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grant assistance extended to Bangladesh since 1971 will amount of 107.05 
billion yen (approx. Tk 1110.20 crore). In addition, Japan extended loan 
assistance to Bangladesh to the tune of 291.505 billion yen (approx. 

Tk 3098.33 crore) since 1974. 


The exchange of notes were signed by Mr M. Akhtar Ali, Joint Secretary, 
External Resources Division, Ministry of Finance and Mr Yoshitomo Tanaka, 
Ambassador of Japan in Bangladesh on behalf of their respective Governments. 
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CORRESPONDENT TELLS OF EXPECTED DIPLOMATIC ASSIGNMENTS 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 10 Apr 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 
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Major Gencral A Mannaf, 
who was Commandant of the 
Defence Staff College before joi- 
ning the Foreign Mioistry, is 
tipped as Ambassador to the 
Philippines. 

The government under a 
major change ia diplomatic 
assignments, may send retired 
Lt. General Mir Shawkat Alito 
London as High Commissioner 
from his present position as 
Ambassador to Federal Repub- 
lic of Germany. : 

Major General Mozammel 
Hussain, now Ambassador to 
Sweden may be made Ambasta- 
dor to Bonn while Brigadier 
M.S. Barimav be sent to Swe den 
as Ambassador from his present 
position as Ambassador to 
Tehran. 

Information Secretary Man- 
zur Morshed is likgly to be made 
Ambassador to Jakarta and 
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Major General Monirul Hussain 
Choudhury now Ambassadur to 
Indonesia may be sent to Iran 
as Ambassador. 
Commodore Maijibur RAh- 
man may besentto Brazii as 
Ambassador from hie present 


position as Ambassador to Libya. 


The name of his successor in 
Tripoli could not be ascer 
tained The government also 
has not announced yet about 
who will g0 to Singapore 
after Brigadier Salahuddin 
returned home recently on retir- 
ement as High Commissioner 
there. 

Mr. Takhruddin Abmed, 
Bangladesh High Commissioner 
in London jis likely to return 
home and be made Foreign 
Secretary to succecd Mr. Faruk 
Ahmed Choudhury who may 
be sent abroad on a diplomatic 
assignment. 
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PRESS TOLD FUNCTIONS OF PEOPLE'S ELECTION PANEL 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 11 Apr 86 p 1 


[Text] The People's Commission for Free Election on Thursday appealed to 
all sections of people to actively cooperate in ensuring free and fair 
election in the coming Parliamentary polls, reports BSS. 


Announcing the Commission's functions at a Press conference in Dhaka its 
Convener Mr Justice (Retd) K.M. Sobhan said that the Commission would form 
a 10 to 15-member branches in each of the 300 constituencies soon. 


Justice K.M. Sobhan said the Commission's functions will include: to 
spell out and widely disseminate the rules and norms of free and fair 
elections and to appeal to all sections of people to actively cooperate 
in ensuring that these rules are observed on its own initiative and upon 
reports received to enquire into any deviation from rules and norms 
relating to free and fair elections as well as the neutrality of the 
Government and the administration and to make public any such deviations 
and breaches with a view to preventing its recurrence, and to widely 
publicise the rules and norms of free and fair elections through public 
media. 





Replying to a question, Justice K.M. Sobhan said the forthcoming election 
is a reality and not controversial. 
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PAPERS REPORT SPEECHES BY BNP CHAIRMAN BEGUM ZIA 


7 Apr in Chittagong 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 8 Apr 86 pp 1, 8 


{Text ] 


CHITTAGONG, Apr. 7:—B 
Khaleda Zia, Chairman of mg 
Iadesh Nationalist Party (BNP) 
and leader of Seven-Party Allie 
ance tcday called for all-out re- 
sistance against the coming 
rolls. BNP will go to polls only 
under a neutral non-party gov. 
ernment, she added. 

Addressing a mammoth publie 
mecting here today at the Lal- 
dighi Maidan, the BNP chicf 
accused the Government of a 
conspiracy to prevent BNP from 
joining the election. The Gov- 
ernment is afraid of the pom- 
larity of BNP as it is a party of 
the masscs, she said. 

BNP Chairmen enid there was 
also a conspiracy against the 
country and cautioned the pu» 
ple to remain aware of the 
forces involved in the conspiracy. 


BNF js a firm believer of 
multi-party democracy and those 
who imposed one-party rule and 
great) the Press, have joined 
hands with the Government in 
holding the polls under a blue 
print, she said. 

Regum Zia gave a clarion call 
to the nation to launch a wunit- 
el movement to frustrate the 
design of holding polls for “lega~ 
Hsing the illegal Government”. 

“We have been demanding 


election for restoration of demo- 


cracy but polls under a blue 
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print cannot ) achieve the 
desired = goul democracy”, 
she said. The hopes and aspira- 
tions of the people cannot be 
materialised through such farci- 
esl polls, she ssid. The Govern- 
ment has compelled some par- 
ties to join polls under threats. 
and her party or for that matftt 
the Seven-Party Alliance cannot 
join such polls, she said adding 
we are pledgedbound to the 
nation to achieve the national 
five-point demand for which 
many people have shed blood. 
She posed a question why peo- 
ple bod shed ‘blood and suffered 
en «6 much ff wo tave to bow 
down under threate, : 


Atmosphere for fair | 
polis demanded — 


' Be Zin said BNP js a pra: 
oy ] bet 


election party and we wil 
nitely go to polls only when an 
atmuspehere of a free and fair 
polis is crested under & noir 
party neutral Government. We 
lieve in change of Government 
through elections and we will 
go to power through election 
with people's support, she sald 
adding we cannot betray 


the 
nation by — what she coll 


ed a farcical election, 
Replying to statements _ of 

Awami ue chief. Sheikh Ha- 

sinn that en-Party and 








Patty Alliances were reaching 
an understanding on polls Issue 
and sharing of _ parliamentary 
senis, she termed them as bla 
fant lies, She anid her party ts 
pepular and the vestion of 
sharing of sests did not arise 
as i¢ is cnpabele of capturing 
sanjority sents with mnss sup- 
port if the party goes to polls, 

Recalling the simultaneous 
movement vf the two alliances 
for over three years for remov 
al of present Martial Law she 
gaid that it was. aimed at realt- 
sation of five-point national de- 
mand. She also dwelt at length 
how the two alliances — arrided 
at an understanding of 2 ape 
movement programme, With an 
obliguc reference to the absence 
af Awami Leamue chief Sheikh 
Hasina from the joint = proces: 
sien of the two rililancesa = nn 
March 20, she wanted to know 
ag ge h the night 

he said that on the 
z March 2! following President 
rshad's address to the nation 


both the two aiflances were in 
touch with each other, She said 
that the Seven-Party  Alilance 


was given an undersanding that. 
if there was any decision either 


favouring participation or again- 
st, it would be jointly by the 22 
porties. ‘It is from newsmen 
hat we came to know of — the 
ecision of — the ey at 
March 21 midnights jin favour 
of participation in the May 7 
election, Begum Zia said, 

Explaining the causes of her 
party for not joining the polls, 
Begum Zia sald ‘we fought the 
five-point movement with em 
ployecs, teachers workers Jaw: 
yers, students and professionals, 
Jn future we will go - polls 
showing due respect to the opini 
on of people she said, 


‘Offenders’ urged 
to spologise 


Begum Zia said that there was 
still time for the offenders who 
betrayed the people's cause to 
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return to the movement for re 
storation of democracy, To ere 
is human and if the offenders 
apologise to the people, they 
will forgive and welcome them 
to return to the movement, she 
said, 

There was no qualitative diffe 
rence in the addresa of Presb 
dent Ershad on March 21 ames 
threats and accusations toward 
the Opposition, she said 

Begum Zia called upon the 
people to remain alert against 
all sorte of conspiracies ayninst 
the country and to Jaunch & 
a movement to frustrate — the 
holding of coming polls under a 
“blue print’, 

Presided over by Dr, A.S.M.- 
Yusuf, President of Chittagong 
district unit of BNP the meet- 
ing was addressed among others 
by Mr Jamaluddin Ahmed, Dews 
an Sirajul Huq, Lt, Col, (Retd) 
Akbac Hossain Mr 3..K, Siddl- 

ue, Mra Shahina Khan Mr, Ab 

wr Rahman Chowdhury Lt, 
Col, (Retd) Olt Ahmed Mr N 
Islasn and Mrs Bozy Kabir 


10 Apr Speech in Comilla 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 11 Apr 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


Opposition leader Begum 
Khaleda Zia yesterday deci ared 
in an unmistakable term that 
May 7 parliamentary elections 
would not be allo to be held 
as it wasa conspiracy to return 
the country to pre’75 situation 
when national independence and 
sovereignty were mortgaged. 

She told a big public meeting 
at Comilla Town Hall Maidan 
that ber party BNP and the 
Seven-Party alliance Lacked by 
the masses would thwart the 
conspiracy of selling out national 
interest again. 

After a scorching noon it 
was drizzling when Begum Zia 
stood up before the audience 
who braved the inclement wea: 
ther to listen to her. 

She ridiculed the attempt of 
establishing democracy with 
participation in election by 
those who had hacked the 
democracy and introduced ong 


party rule in the country. 

“BNP had the absolute 
majority in Jatiya Sangsad and 
elections cannot be held ‘vithout 
it and no elections of conspiracy 
will be allowed, she declared 
amidst cheers and applause from 
the audience. . 
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Regum Khaleda Zia repea- 
tedly reminded the people of the 
dark daysof Awami League 
tule without naming the part 
when, she said, famine caus 
by maladministration took a 
heavy toll of lives. One-party 
rule was imposed upon the peo- 
ple and national independence 
aod sovereignty were sold out. 

She said the country was 
taken towards rujnation during 
the last four years in connivance 
and conspiracy with this force, 
Frustrations prevailed in every 
section of the people groaning 
under spiralling Prices. Security 
of life was absent. Unempjoy- 
ment mounted causing miseries. 

Today supply of electricity 
was rationed and they would go 
for rationing allthe essentials 
tomorrow. They wete destined 
to a situation where the nation 
could not stand as independent 
and sovereign, she added, 

She said the country’s bor- 
der was under threats incur- 
sions. South Talpatty. Daha- 
gram and Angorpota had gone 
out of our hands. In fact, in- 
dependence and sovereignty 
were now endangered, she added. 
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In an oblique reference to 
Awami League leader Sheikh 
Hasina who had stated that 
betrayers of five-point demand 
would he identified as national 
traitors, Begum Khaleda Zia 
asked the people to remember 
the real traitors. 

Regum Zia said BNP has 
total confidence on the people 
and would always stand by 
them. It would never back out 
from promise. 

She emphatically told the 
people the movement for five- 
point demand would continue. 
Future programme of the move- 
ment would be announced on 
April 13 to intensify the move- 
ment, she added, 

Begun zia said it was BNP 
and the Seven-Party alliance 
which would protect the national 


independence and asked the people 


to rally round them. 

She renewed her call to 
those who had by mistake agre- 
ed to go the polls to return to 
the movement. They should by 
now realise that the illegal 
government had bluffed them, 
she $a id. 


CSO: 4600/1651 
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*We also want elections but 
that should be fret and fair and 
reflect the peopie’s aspiration. 
We would goto polls which 


would ensure emancipation of. 


the people those who agreed to 
take part in the arranged 
game were destined to sell 
out the natianal inaependence 
she emphatically declared. 

Begum Zia recalled in brief 
the including assassination of 
her husba President Ziaur 
Rahman that took place in 
the country sinnce 197$ which 
she said were culmination of 
a long-drawn conspiracy hatched 
aginst our independence. 

The meeting was addressed 
among Others Seven-Party 
alliance leaders Akbar Hossain, 
A N Hamidullah, Saifur Rah- 
man, Shamsul Arefin, Principal 
Ershadullah Sakawat Matin, 
Selina Rahman and Rabeya 
Chowdhury. . 

Earlier, people in small pro- 
cessions came to the meeting 
from different parts of the town 
and outskirts. They chanted 
= slogans against the elec- 
tions. 
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BNP STANDING COMMITTEE, OFFICIALS MEET 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 14 Apr 86 pp 1, 4 


[Text] The special joint meeting of the Standing Committee and Vice- 
Chairmen and Joint Secretaries of the bangladesh Nationalist Party held on 
Saturday in Dhaka with Begum Khaleda Zia in the chair, decided to continue 
and intensify the movement for a meaningful election in the country with 
the participation of all. The meeting viewed that the BNP and Seven-Party 
Alliance could not participate in an arranged election of sharing seats 

to legitimise an illegal government. The meeting stated that BNP made it 
clear that if the congenial atmosphere was created on the basis of five- 
point demand and reasonable time was allowed BNP would participate in the 
election. But the meeting regretted that the Government did not pay heed 
to any of the suggestions of the party and instead proceeded with the 
arranged election with some parties. 


The meeting felt that the secret deal with some parties to go on with the 
elections sould endanger the country's independence and sovereignty and 
would not bring stability in the society which is the main objective of 
holding the elections. 


The meeting called upon all the nationalist parties to go ahead with the 
movement and said that people would not accept any election without the 
participation of BNP and other parties. 


The Seven-Party Alliance in a meeting on Sunday expressed its solidarity 
with the programme of the professionals on April 20 and said that the 
arranged election would not be acceptable to the people. The alliance 
will again meet today (Monday) at 11 a.m. 


/9317 
CSO: 4600/1657 
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PAPER REPORTS POSITION OF SAMYABADI DAL 


May Revise Poll Decision 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 6 Apr 86 p 8 


[Text ] 


Samyabadi Dal will revise its 


decison on the question of parti- 
cipation in elcetion unless ite six 
peconditions including shifting 
of the election date are fulfilled 
by April 9. 


In a joint statement issued 
yesterday Samyabadi Dal lea- 
dets Mohammad Toaha, Asad- 
dar Ali, Khondaker Ali Abbas 
aod Dilip Barua insisted on ful- 
filling these preconditions to 
create a “congenial atmosphere 
for election. 


‘The party demanded release 
of all political detainees and 
convicts including its leader 


Ramiz, Communltt League 
leader Tipu Biswas and arrested 
teachers. 


Its anofher precondition was 
that those who were barred from 
participation in election due to 
conviction by martial law courts 
should be allowed.to contest in 
etection. 


Its other preconditions in- 
clude settlement of demands 
of the striking teachers, clear 
announcement of the adreinis- 
tration’s neutrality, implemen- 
tation of the agreement signed 
between the SKOP and the 
Ciovernment and shifting of 
election date. “i 


Central Committee Meeting 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 6 Apr 86 p 8 


[Text ] 


/9317 


The central committee of 
Samyabadi I)al (M-L) led by 
Shanti Sen and Nurunnabi in an 
emergency mecting held yester- 
day called for forming all-party 
action committees by the patrio- 
tic forces to intensify the mo- 
=— against authoritarian 
rule, 


CSO: 4600/1647 
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A resolution of the meeting 
said that the party ‘could not 
take part in the ensuing election 
since there had been a sinister 


entente between the authoritarian 


ruler and some political pasties 
headed by the Awami League. 

It said that through its bet- 
rayal of the peoples cause the 
Awami League had once again 
exposed its real hue which is 
against the interests of the coun 
try as well as the nation. 
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JAMAAT LEADERS DECIDE ON PARTICIPATION IN POLLS 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 10 Apr 86 pp 1, 8 


{Text ] 


/9317 
CSO: 4600/1649 


Jamaat-o-Islarai Dangladesh 
yesterday finally decided to 
Participate in the May 7 parlia- 
mentary polls. 

The decision was tak 
after a day-long meet of the 
oy highest policy making 

y. the Majlishe Shura’, 
Prior to this, the Jamaat 
working coramittee also had a 
day-long meet on Tuesday. 

Fhe Jamaat was one of the 
first political organisations to 
announce its decion to go to 
polis after the March 21 natioa- 
wide address by President H.M 
Ershad. 

The Jamaat, however, raised 
its voice of protest against some 
gestures of Presifent Ershad 
which they said would hamper 
the holding of afree and fair 
election the party then 
covvened a meet of the 
Majlishe Shura and the 


working committee to discuss 
the issue. The Majlishe Shura 
in its meet okayec the party 
working committee's decision of 
March 21 in favour of partici- 
pation in the polls as a part of 
the movement. 

The Majlish, however, 
maintained that Jamaat believes 
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that only through a mass move- 
ment the present government 
could be replaced and democra- 
cy could be restored once for all. 
But the Majlish regretted that a 
section of the self-seeking politi- 
cal leaders having no principle 

ined the government in phases 

y stabbing the movment on its 
back. The meet also observed | 
that time and again the go-slow 
policy pursued by some quar- 
ters at the climax of the move- 
ment frustrated the movement $ 
future. 

The Jamaat Shura __ believe 

that all the political parties 
could beunited onthe issue 
of the formation of a care 
taker government to conduct 
the polls. The Jamaat body 
said it was unfortunate that 00 
other political party supported 
the move. The Majlish found 
that they were left with no other 
choice but to go to polls. 


Regarding any secret agree 
ment between the Government 
and any quarter the Jamaat body 
said they had no knowledge ab- 
out this but Jamaat believes that 
the voters were no party to this 
secret agreement and with confi 
dence Jamaat is going to polls. 














BAKSAL WITHDRAWS FROM POLLS, CAUSES SPLIT 
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Statement Gives Reasons 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 12 Apr 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text] 


Bangladesh Krishak Sramite 
Awami League (Baksal) pulling 
itself out of the electoral adjust- 
ment of the erstwhile 15-party 
alliances yesterday asked all its 
154 candidates to withdraw from 
a May 7 parliamentary 


polls. 

The decision came after they 
failed to reach an understanding 
with the Awami League, the 
dominant partner in the pro- 
election nine-party alliance, on 
the distribution of seats. 

The Awami League which 
was the mother patty of Baksal 
before it was formally broken 
apart, three years back, were not 
io any way ready to give it more 
than 22 seats. But Baksal insis- 
ted for 30 seats as last minute 


patch-up. 

In an oblique reference to 
Awami League, the Raksal said, 
the dominant partner in the 
15-party alliance from the very 
onset of the process had tried to 
carry the things in its tavour. 

It broke the understanding 
of the alliance by announcing its, 
electoral nominees unilaterally. 
Even the big partner has started 
polls campaiga in favour of its 
party candiates before the poll 
adjustment of the alliance was 
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yg em Me mye accused 
e Awami League of showing 
big brotherly attitude and 
aying the electoral process 
to its own advantage. 
The coming election was 
sat pe a es 
nan oer 
alliance, it said. The Baksat 
pag had nee oe 
pa even pro: 
candidates by sticking wall pos- 
ters with the controversial 
bois hung on it. All these 
were done ia line with the 
Government scheme, it said. 
Meanwhile the application for 
having common symbol for the 
— a withdrawn by the 
rt ar ° 
ay All wy had SS 
efforts m 
her oule and the dominant 
section of the 15-party alliances 
had become nothing but their 
helping hand in the perpetuation 
of their power. 


Under the cirumstances, the 
Baksal foresaw no alternative 
but to wage struggle for 
the realiseation of the Give poin- 
demand of the peopie. They 
hoped that the true soldiers of 
~ Bangabandhu will side with 

em. 











Faction Defies Decision 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 12 Apr 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


/9317 


The growing row over shart- 
ing of seats among the nine par- 
tiesofthe 15-Party Alliance 
— led to a split 
n one of its major 
components, Bangladesh Kri- 
shak Sramik Awami League 
(BKSAL) f when a section of its 
members defied the party deci- 
sion to stay out of polls. 

Earliee BKSAL central exe- 
cutive committee decided to with- 
draw their 154 candidates from 
the polls, digging indirectly at 
Awami League for  violatiog 
“alliance decision about having 
one symbol,"’ publication of 
list of candidates, maintaining 
‘mysterious silence’ over the issue 
of release of political isoners 
including Latif Siddiky and 
Biswajit Nandi. In this conace- 
tion, it also accused the govern: 
ment of showing partisan 
attitude. 

It also said that certain 
parties showing a ‘big-brothetly 
attitude’ jeopardised the unity | 
of the 15-Party Alliance to set 
up agreed candidates. 

As BAKSAL leaders deci- 
ded to pull themselves out of the 
elections, but not from the alli- 
ance, a section of party leaders, 
led by Sardar . Amjad Hossain an 
Prof Abu Sayeed, opted for 
Hghting the polls; uader the 
15-Party alliance. 


“Nine of us aro participat: 
ing inthe elections under the 
15-Parry’s polls symbol, the 
‘boat,” one of the BKSAL 
dissenters, former M.P. Shah 
Mohammad Abu Zafar told 
the Now Nation last night.’ 


He disagreed that the boat 
was allucated by the Election 
Commission as poll symbol of 
the Awami League On Thursday 
notas a symbol of any 
alliance, when he was asked to 
comment on the matter as he 
wascoming oOutof the CPB 
central office at 10-20 p.m. 
last night. 


CSO: 4600/1653 
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At the same time, the leaders 
of seven components partics of 
the alliance were busy making 
a last minute bargaining over 
some 64 seats finally conce- 
ded to by Awami League 


for its lesser “ye in the 
alliance. They had been trying 
to agree on a ‘truce.’ on the 
‘sent war’ that had been 
raging among them for the last 
couple of days. 


They had been meeting, 
almos? non-stop, since Wednesday 
night, continuing their bargain- 
ing throughout Thursday 
night and on Friday after- 
neon, The meeting was 
adjourned at7 a.m. on Friday 


till 10-30 a.m ergo But no One 
turned up at that time excepting 
some CPB leaders On their rou- 
tine visitto the party office. 
Around ipm Dilip Barua, 
a leader of the Sammyabadi 
Dal (Toaha), came to enquire 
about the meeting but no one 
as there excepting Mujahidul 
Islam Selim, a lesser functionary 
of CPB, he could not say when 
the mecting would be resumed. 
Mr. Barua left the place and did 
not come back, Neither, any 
other leader of his party should 
up when the meeting an at 
about 4p.m nor the Jeaders of 
BKSAL turned up. The BKSAL 
leaders were holding their 
own meeting since 10 a.m. and 
tonk the decision to keep out 
of election race at about 3 p.m. 
which was later communicated 
to theie partners in the pro- 
election lobby of the 15-Party 
Alliance, 


Finally the ‘seat war' ended 
at around mid-night last night 
leaving barely a day for the 
Awan League to pull out their 
nominees in favour of the agreed 
candidates of the eight parties 
anda factionof BKSAL. But 
the final list was not sent to the 
press till 12-30 a.m. 
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EIGHT-PARTY ALLIANCE MEETS, PASSES RESOLUTION 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 14 Apr 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text] 


/9317 
CSO: 4600/1658 


A meeting of the central 
election steering committee of 
eight-party electoral alliance 
held yesterday with Awami 
aaa > aan te Hasina in 
the chair u the peuple to 
vote for the candidates 7 the 
alliance to establish a- represen- 
tative government, 

It decided to set up the office 
of the stcering committees in the 
Awami League office at Banga- 
bandiiu Avenue. 

Resides, some suh-committece 
includiag the office and comrou- 
nication sub-committee, pubti- 
city sub-committee, publication 
sub-committee and mass contact 
sub-committee have 
formed. The publicity sub- 
—— will moct today at 

Pp. m. 

The meeting called upon 
the people to unitedly plunge in 
the election battle to ne 

i wer achieve complete 
thore in po five-point 


victory hed the 
vement, 
Be It protested ransacking of 
Awami Lengue Office at Sirajganj 
and attack on the election proce- 
esion in favout of the 8-party 
Oral alliance. 

wa resolution, the meeting 
alerted the people against 
‘conspiratorial activities to foil 
the election within and outside 
the government. 





. a 


The committee said that the 
government was resorting to 
conspiracy and iotrigue fearing 
what it said “sure defeat” in the 
election. The commitment for 
neutrality of the government 
aod the administration was being 
continuously breached to avoid 
‘election le,’ it added. 

The meeting called for for- 
ming mass resistance committees 
at polling centres to resist rigg- 
iog of electioa. 

{t was resolved at the mee- 
ting that in all constituencies, 
the leaders and workers of all 
componlents of the cight-party 
electoral alliance would have to 
work fo its nominees and non- 
compliance of this instruction 
pe oan ee an act 
agatast party ne. 

The meeting expressed 
resentment atthe cancellation 
of the nomination paper 
Kader Siddiqui. 

Some revisions have been 
effected in the list of nominces 
of the ( electoral alliance. The 
revised list is ; Pabna-1 Shamsul 
Huq Tuku, Tangail-8 Shaukat 
Hossain Shajahan, Mymensigh-1 
Principal Abdul Hye, Kishore- 
gonj-4 Abul Hossain Chow- 
dhury'and Cox's Bazat-2 Mos- 
taq Ahmed. 
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BRIEFS 


JATIYA OIKKYA ANNOUNCEMENT--Jatiya Oikkya Front led by former President 
Khondaker Mushtaque Ahmed said on Friday that it was unanimously decided 

at a meeting of its presidium on Thursday not to participate in the polls. 
Those present at the meeting are Messrs Shafiqur Rahman Manindrannath Sarker, 
M.A. Raquib Nur Mohammad Kazi, M.A. Latif Majumder, Sk Ahsraf Hossain, 
Motaleb Sikder Kazi, Abul Bashur, A.S.M. Solaiman, M. Habibullah, M. Hazrat 
Ali and Sharafat Hossain Ohowdhury. The adjourned meeting of the presidium 
was held at the Aga Machi Lane residence of Front Chairman Khondaker 
Mushtaque Ahmed and disowned its connection with the statement published in 
the papers on Friday in favour of joining the polls in the name of Oikkya 
Front. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 5 Apr 86 p 1] /9317 


BNP Decision --The Standing Committee of BNP (Shah) decided not to join 
the polls billed for May 7 under the circumstances prevailing in the country. 


The meeting demanded shifting of polls date so that majority ot the parties 
can join and to create an atmosphere for a free and fair polls. The meeting 
demanded neutrality of the President and of his administration and withdrawal 
of troops from districts and upazila headquarters. The demands also include 
release of political detenus, withdrawal of cases against political leaders, 
consideration of demands of teachers and restoration of fundamental rights 

of workers and employees and to ensure freedom of the Press. It also demanded 
restoration of fundamental rights and resignation of President Ershad from the 
post of Chief of Army Staff before his participation in election campaign. 
[Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 5 Apr 86 p 1] /9317 


PROTEST TO COMMUNISTS--The five breakaway parties which formerly belonged 
to 15-party Alliance in a joint statement issued to the Press on Saturday 
strongly condemned the role of Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB) saying 
that it has started vilification campaign against the political forces who 
are in movement on the basis of five-point demand. The CPB also went to 
the extent of urging the government to take repressive measures against 
the opposition parties they alleged. Such activities of CPB are nothing 
new. CPB has all through acted as stooge of those in power and sought 
their favour and conspired against all national movement, the statement 
added. The joint statement said that CPB has always backed undemocratic 
measures taken by the government in the past. And now they have betrayed 
the people and five-point movement. The statement called upon the CPB to 
mend their ways and try to honour the democratic values and tolerance so 
far achieved through five point movement. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH 
OBSERVER in Englsih 13 Apr 86 p 1] /9317 
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MORE BORDER KILLINGS-~Sherpur, Apr 14--Three Bangladesh nationals were killed 
and six others were injured when Indian Border Security Force (BSF) personnel 
opened fire indiscriminately on villagers near Baoramari border under 
Nalitabari upazila in the district this evening. The BSF hurriedly took 

away two bodies while the third one was left behind. The villagers assembled 
there for a mela when the BSF opened fire indiscriminately on them killing 
three and causing injuries to six others at 6 pm. Superintendent of Police 
Sherpur, has also confirmed the killings. [Text] [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in 
English 15 Apr 86 p 1] /9317 


PARTIES IN ELECTION--All but one major political parties in the country are 
participating in the Jatiya Sangsad Elections scheduled to be held on May 7. 
The lone exception among the political heavy weights is the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (Khaleda). According to a decision announced by the 
political parties majority of nearly 75 political parties are participating 
in the elections. Major political parties who have fielded candidates for 
the Jatiya Sangsad elections include Jatiya Party, Awami League, Jamaat-e- 
Islami, Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (Seraj), Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (S-R), 
Communist Party of Bangladesh, NAP (United), NAP (M) Bangladesh Krishak 
Sramik Awami League, Muslim League (Kader), Islami Jukta Front, Khelafat 
Andalon, Workers Party (Nazrul), Janadal, Samyabadi Dal (T), Gano Azadi 
League, Islam, Andalon, Bangladesh Hindu Okkya Front and PNP. [Text] 

[Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 7 Apr 86 p 1] /9317 


15-PARTY ALLIANCE--The parliamentary board of the 15-party alliance at a 
meeting in Dhaka on Saturday finalised the nominations of Sheikh Hasina 

and central leaders of the component parties of the alliance of a 15-party 
press release said, reports BSS. Presided over by Awami League chief Sheikh 
Hasina the meeting finalised the nominations of the central leaders of the 
parties like Awami League, BAKSAL, CPB NAP (Mozaffar) JSI Samyabadi Dal (T) 
Workers Party and Gano Azadi League. The board will resume its meeting on 
April 7 at 10 a.m. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 

6 Apr 86 p 1] /9317 


IJF NOMINEES--Eleven political parties who left Jatiya Oikya Front revived 
Islami Jukta Front (IJF) and announced the list of its nominees to contest 
the Jatiya Sangsad elections. A meeting of the eleven political parties 
held on Saturday elected Mr A.S.M. Solaiman as the Chairman of the Islami 
Jukta Front and formed Parliamentary Board with Mr A.S.M. Solaiman, 
Advocate Sharafat Hossain Chowdhury, Moulana Ruhul Amin and Moulana Abul 
Bashar (Pir Shahib Shahatali). [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 6 Apr 86 p 8] /9317 


HINDU OKIYA FRONT--Langladesh Hindu Oikya Front nominated four candidates 

to contest the Jatiya Sangsad election. One of the candidates of Hindu Oikya 
Front Mr Nitya Gopal Mazumdar will contest Sheikh Hasina in Gopaljanj-I 
constitutency. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6 Apr 86 

p 8] /9317 
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JATIYA CONGRESS--Report from our Khulna Office adds The Bangladesh Jatiya 
Congress headed by Mr Monornjan Das, advocate has nominated 52 candidates 
in 52 constituencies to contest the ensuing polls to be held on May 7. 

In a Press release issued here on Thursday by the party President, the 
constituencies include areas of Khulna Faridpur Jessore Barisal and Kustia 
districts. It may be recalled here that Mr Monoranjan Das had contested 
the presidential election in 1982 as a candidate of his party. [Text] 
[Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6 Apr 86 p 8] /9317 


COMMUNIST LEAGUE POSITION--Communist League of Bangladesh, a component of 
the 7-party alliance, has finally decided to stay off the ensuing parlia- 
mentary polls. The Central Committee of the party which met yesterday 
observed that it would continue to carry on the anti-martial law movement 
since the government had failed to create impartial atmosphere for the 
election. It was observed in the meeting that the Government had not met 
the party's demand for release of political convicts including its leader 
Tipu Biswas, Biplobi Chhatra Maitri leader Zahiruddin Swapan Jatiyatabadi 
Chhatra Dal leader Jalal Ahmed and others. The Central Committee of the 
Party stated that in spite of the widespread demand for neutrality of 
President Ershad and the government administration the President had put 
down his feet in favor or the Jatiya Party. In these circumstances, the 
meeting resolved that the party is left with only option to stay off the 
election and continue the movement. [Text] [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in 
English 6 Apr 86 p 1] /9317 


GANATANTRA PARISHAD--Ganatantra Parishad will not take part in the polls 
scheduled for May 7. Ina statement yesterday Ganatantra Parishad said 
that atmosphere for a free, fair and neutral election was absent and so 
they decided not to take part in the parliamentary elections. The parishad 
will hold an emergency meeting on April 8 at its central office at 7 p.m. 
to review the political. [Text] [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 5 Apr 86 
p 8] /9317 . 
WORKERS PARTY CANDIDATES--Bangladesh Workers Party (Nazrul) announced the 
list of 14 candidates to contest the Jatiya Sangsad election. A Press 
release issued by the Party Parliamentary Board said that the 14 candidates 
have been directed to submit their nomination papers. They will have to 
submit their withdrawal later to their respective district committee secre- 
tary for adjustment in the final list of candidates of the 15-Party Alliance, 
the press release said. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 

6 Apr 86 p 8] /9317 
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GANDHI SPEAKS IN DEBATE ON DEFENSE MINISTRY 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 9 Apr 86 pp l, 9 


[Text] The Prime Minister suggested in the Lok Sabha today that India would 
have to reconsider its nuclear option if Pakistan were to succeed in develop- 
ing a nuclear weapon. India, he said, did not want to go in for a nuclear 
weapons programme, but there was "every indication and information" that 
Pakistan had not given up its nuclear weapons programme and was, in fact, 
bent on going ahead with it. And Pakistan's acquisition of nuclear weapons 
would change the entire security environment. 


Replying to the two-day debate on the Defence Ministry's demand for grants, 
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi said: "Our nuclear programme is entirely peaceful, but if 
Pakistan does get a nuclear weapon, we will have to think very seriously 
about our nuclear programme." 


Equally importantly, he noted that India had to take note of the induction 
of large quantities of sophisticated arms in the neighbourhood, think 
seriously as to where those arms were likely to be used and adjust its 
defence planning accordingly. Such weapons were being made available on 
soft terms. And the "veil" that they were for use against Afghanistan 

had been removed now. 


Mr. Gandhi said that the immediate security environment had become dis- 
turbing in several other respects as well. 


In Sri Lanka, for instance, there were various defence presences and the 
extraordinary spectacle of Pakistants and Israelis working together, over 
and above the adverse impact on this country of the ethnic conflict there. 
Likewise, in the Indian Ocean, there were big power presenzes and objectives. 


The security environment was thus changing very rapidly. The new and 
sophisticated technologies that were being brought in to the neighbourhood 
were expensive to buy, maintain and operate but that situation forced India 
to equip itself matchingly. The country would have to bear the cost, since 
it could not barter away its independence and sovereignty, as some countries 
had done for the sake of sophisticated arms. 
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Mr Gandhi also referred to China and noted that it was the Government's view 
that Indian territories were definitely under Chinese occupation, and that 
this country could not be complacent about that fact or pretend that those 
territories do not belong to it. 


He began his reference to China by noting that the border problem with that 
country still remained and went on to voice his surprise at the remarks of 

a CPI(M) member yesterday in the debate to the effect that China had not 
harmed India. "I am absulutely dumbfounded", Mr Gandhi told him. That 
touched off angry denials and clarifications from the member and his partymen, 
and an equally angry reaction among the rest as the member asked at one 
stage: “What is wrong?" 


The Prime Minister referred incidentally to the Westland helicopter deal, 
but noted that the Defence Ministry was not purchasing the helicopters. 
In any case, there was nothing wrong about it now. "We had a couple of 
complaints but these have been rectified". 


He also made a reference to the Hermes aircraft-carrier, and told the House 
that negotiations for its purchase were still on, although they were at an 
advanced stage, but the cost was not at all as high as was sought to be made 
out. 


The Prime Minister Said that a new defence planning structure was in the 
offing, one that would be "certainly more scientific and much more dynamic". 
All three defence wings were being modernized and strengthened. 


One other significant point he made was that the terms of service including 
emoluments of defence personnel, had been "sent" to the Fourth Pay Commission. 
In fact, for the first time, even the pension policy for defence personnel 
had been sent to the Commission. 


Mr Gandhi ruled out the proposal for a separate Army Aviation Corps, add 

PTI and UNI. The Prime Minister, who also looks after the Detence portfolio, 
said the Attack Helicopter Squadron, which was now under the Air Force, 
would be placed under the operational control of the Army to increase its 
effectiveness. 


Mr Gandhi dwelt at length on disarmament, saying this was, perhaps, the 
most important issue, taking into account the current international security 
environment. He said a nuclear entanglement would not remain confined to 

a particular zone but would engulf the whole world. A nuclear winter 
threatened to eliminate all forms of life on earth. He called for building 
public opinion for disarmament and expressed happiness with the initiatives 
taken in this regard by the Soviet leadership. 


The House passed the demands for grants after rejecting all Opposition cut 
motions in voice-voting at the end of the Prime Minister's reply. 


/12828 
CSO: 4600/1638 
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MP CHALLENGES CHARGE OF LINK WITH CIA 


Madras THE HINDU in English 16 Apr 86 p 8 


[Text] 


/9317 
CSO: 4600/1676 


NEW DELHI, April 15. 

Mr. Madhu Dandavate today offered in the Lok 
Sabha to resign from the Janata Party if any member 
of his party had links with the CIA as alleged by a 
Congress (1) member, Mr. K. K. Tiwari. 

“1 challenge the allegation,” the Janata leader stat- 
ed while asking the Congress () member to substanti- 
ate his allegation in a court of law. 

Participating in the debate on demands for grants 
for the Home Ministry, Mr. Tiwari stated that some 
Janata Party members were supporting organisations 
like the Gandhi Peace Foundation and others vehich 
were operating in sensitive areas and passing on sec- 
ret information and maps to the CIA. 


intervening, the Minister of State for Internal Sec- 
urity, Mr. Arun Nehru said, “There is no question of 
any personal aspersion. if any such suggestion has 
been made, we will withdraw it.” 

Mr. Tiwari cautioned that the threat of internal sub- 
version was raising its ugly head. Foreign money 
flowing into India was encouraging secessionist and 
terrorist activities and the Government should take ef- 
fective steps to combat such forces. 

The Congress (i) member said it was unfortunate 
that several Gandhian organisations having dubious 
links were surviving on foreign contributions. He 
urged the Government to place before the House the 
report of the Kudal Commission inquiring into the acti- 
vities of such organisations. 

He also wanted the Government to identify the 
people who were pressing for winding up the Com- 
mission. 


Mr. Chingwang Konyak (Cong-) said for tackling 


the extremists problem in Nagaland the help of the 
local people should be taken instead of depending 
on the Border Security Force. The administration in 
the State, he said, was completely cut off from the 
via 

. Ataur Rahman (AGP) said the people in Assam 
were surprised and shocked’ that the Assam accord 
had not been fully implemented even after eight 


yer of its signing. He blamed the Centre for 
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REPORT ON FINANCE MINISTER'S WASHINGTON PRESS CONFERENCE 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 13 Apr 86 p 9 


[Article by J.N. Parimoo] 


[Text ] 


WASHINGTON, April 12. . 


THE finance minister, Mr. V. P. 

Singh, said here yesterday that 
there was prowing concern among 
the developing countries that the 
policies of the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund 
were heing used to interfere with 
the sovereignty of the poor be. - 
rowing counttics. 

Addressing Indian newsmen, he 
said there was an increasing trend 
towards conditionality in the lending 
programmes of both institutions and, 
as a result, politically inconvenient 
adjustment programmes were being 
foisted on ‘these, helpless indebted 
countries. 

Explaining his point, Mr. Singh said 
the World Bank must primarily ad- 
dress itself to the problems of growth 
and alleviation of poverty. “What is 
the night sct of policics to be followed 
by a ptrticular debtor country should 
be left to that country. After all, ict us 
admit that the past policy prescrip- 
tions made by the IMF and the World 
Rank had failed. Otherwice, there 
would have teen no need for the so- 
called Baker initiative. 

“Who will be held accountable for 
the failed policies, not the bank or the 
fund but the government which will 
have to face.the clectorate. It is, 
therefore, necessary that the govern- 
ment of the borrowing country should 
decide what programmes for adjust- 
ment and growth it should follow.” 


/9317 
CSO: 4600/1668 


Expressing a gencral sense of disap- 
pointment with the outcome of the 
bank-fund meeting, which he shared 
with many other countrics, Mr. Singh 
said everyone was agreed that there 
was need for increased tiquidity and 
that allocation of SDRs (special draw- 
ing rights) was necessary. But even 
though most countries were agreed 
that additional allocation was necess- 
ary, the proposal did not find favour 
with countrics that had the voting 
strength, and it fell through. 

He said the optimism expressed by 
the industrial countries on the world 
economic situation and on economic 
outlook was not justified. A com- 
parison between 1984 and 1985 could 
prove that, and thost developing coun- 
tries were agroed that 1985 had been a~ 
disappointing year and that the pros- 
pects for the developing world were 
uncertain. 

Mr. Singh said commodity prices 
had fallen. The export carnings of 
developing countries had declined. 
Aid flows for the indebted countrics 
had become stagnant and the standard 
of living of many poor countries was 
lower today than it had been a decade 
ago. 

On international monetary reforms, 
Mr. Singh said there was disagree- 
ment. The developing countries 
thought that something drastic and 
basic had to be donc, but the rich 
industrial countries thought that the 
present system was all right and all 
that it meeded was some modi- 
fications. 
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There was a basic defect in thé 
approach of the industrial countries. 
They thought they could introduce 


some changes between themselves and 


solve the problem. But the developing 
countries were sure that ‘any action 
could be successful only if it was 
collective. Some institutional mechan- 
ism had to be introduced at the 
multilateral level. 

With regard to monetary reform, 
developing countries had suggested 
that some ‘target zoncs’ should be 
mooted for major international cur- 
rencies to avoid any unnecessary vola- 
tility but the rich developed countries 


: had not favoured the proposal. 


On the size of IDA-Eight, he said 
there was general agreement that the 
next IDA replenishment should be $12 
billion. Almost all countries, excepting 
the U.S. had agreed. But the U.S. had 
not yet come forward with any tom- 
mitment on a firm figure. 

The minister agrecd that even if 
IDA-Eight were to be $12 billion, that 
would not represent any increase in 
real terms over IDA-Seven. He said 
the demand of the group of 24 rep- 
resenting the developing countries had 
been that IDA-Eight should be bigger 
in real terms than IDA-Seven. 

A senior member of a dclegation 


representing another devcloping coun- 


try summed up his imprcssions in 
these words: “It has become a big 
talking show. 
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EXPORT TEAM TO USSR, EAST EUROPE REPORTS SUCCESSES 


Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Apr 86 p 12 


[Text ] 


/9317 


MADRAS, April 10. 
Both, the German Democratic Republic and 
Czechoslovakia have offered to enter into joint 
ventures with India for export of leather pro- 


, ducts, Mr. H. M. Hashim, chairman, Council for 
Leather .Exports (CLE) told newsmen here. 


today. ; 

Mr. Hashim, who led a six-member delega- 
tion to the Soviet Union, GDR and Czechoslova- 
kia, returned here early this week. 

A significant breakthrough of the delegation 
was that it persuaded the Soviet Union to im- 
port complete shoes from India for use in Ta- 
shkent and other places in southern Soviet 


‘ Union. | 
The willingness of the other two countries to” 


transfer technology, and depute technicians for 
a reasonable period of time, besides supplying 
machinery were the delegations’ other achieve- 


_ments. 


The delegation’s success was mainly due to 


‘the work done by the Indian missions abroad. 
. Mr. Hashim made special mention of the efforts 
: = Dr. Nurul Hassan, Indian Ambassador, and 
’ Mr. 


V. P. Singh, First Secretary, Indian Em- 
bassy, Moscow for preparing the ground. 


Visits factories: The delegation members 


‘ were able to visit Russian shoe factories and lea- 


ther machinery manufacturing centres even du- 
ring their first visit. 

SSR had a bitter experience about im- 
porting shoes from India during the early Seven- 
ties as the quality was very poor. The members 
of this delegation, including shoe manufac- 


. turers, were able to convince the Soviet organisa- 


tion in-charge of imports that quality of manufac- 
ture had improved considerably since then). 


CSO: 4600/1667 





oo 


Welcoming the joint venture concept, Mr. 

Hashim said the Council would get in touch 

with manufacturers willing to update technolo- ’ 
gy, induct modern machinery and export qua- 

lity leather products. The Council would hold 

symposium in Moscow later in the year to con- , 
vince the Soviet ye an of the developments 

and the Council's efforts to promote quality of 

finished leather manufacture. There was a clear 

shift in the view of the Soviet import organisa- 

tion about the quality of Indian made products. 


‘Good market: Mr. A. Sahasranamam, CLE 
Executive Director and- delegation member, 
said the Soviet Union was a very good market - 
and if it bought a mere three million pairs (an- . 


’ nual consumption in Russia is 900 million pairs) 


of shoes, it would keep the Indian. manufac- 
turers going for years. nak 


The Footwear Design Institute at Delhi would 
be in operation by the third quarter of the year 
and would play a useful role in exports. The | 
USSR was also in need of leather garments, 
but the manufacturers here were very few and 
the Council would try and identify new units wil- 
~—> export garments. 

r. M. Rafeeq Ahmed, secretary, Finished 
Leather Manufacturers Association, said the 
samples taken by the delegation were ve 


“much appreciated and some buyers, in bot 
. GDR and Czechoslovakia retained some sam- ° 


ples of shoes. At present, shoe manufacturers 
were more oriented to Western requirements. — 

The offer made by GDR and Czechoslovakia 
to act as agents in Europe to channel Indian ex- 
ports to Europe and other countries was a wel- « 
come step, since marketing of the product was 
the most important problem for the Council. 
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ECONOMIC, SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION PROTOCOL WITH POLAND 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 4 Apr 86 p 2 


[Text ] 


/12828 
CSO: 


A protocol on cooperation be- 
tween India and Poland in eco- 
nomic, trade, scientific and tech- 
nical fields was signed in Delhi on 
Wednesday by the Minister of 
Energy, Mr Vasant Sathe, andthe 
visiting Deputy Prime Minister 
of Poland, Wladyslaw Gwiazda, 
reports UNIT. 


That protocol was signed after 


a two-day session of the Indo-. 


Polish Joint Commission. 

In the field of coal mining, Po- 
land would help total electrifica- 
tion of the Churcha underground 
mine and Sudamdih shaft and 
washery. 

‘Two two sides also evaluated 
the progress in the existing collab- 
oration in shaft sinking opera- 
tions at the Satgram underground 
mine in the Eastern Coalfields 
and Pootkee Balihari under- 
ground mine project of Bharat 
Coking Coal Limited. 

The joint commission noted 
with satisfaction the two agree- 
ments signed for the preparation 
of project report for — the 
Madhuban Phularitand coking 
coal mine project for a production 


4600/1634 


of three million tonnes a year and 
tor technical exchange of experts 
in the area of underground 
mechanisation. 

In the field of power, Poland 
would supply thermal power plan 
equipments for 210 mw >: «a 60 
mw units on a long-term 
supplier's credit basis or in coop- 
eration with Indian manufactur- 
ers. It also evinced interest in 
modernising Indian power plants, 
particularly those which had been 
originally supplied from Poland. 
The Polish side expressed their 
readiness to participate in the 
second stage of development of 
Khetri Copper Complex. 

In the field of electronics, fur- , 
ther cooperation between the two, 
countries has been envisaged, 
among others. In areas of floppy 
discs and their purchase from 
India, electronic materials and 
intergrated circuits and in the es- 
tablishment of co-production of. 
semi-conductor devices. 
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PAPERS REPORT PREPARATIONS FOR NONALIGNED MEETING 

Analyst on Agenda 
Madras THE HINDU in English 13 Apr 86 p 12 
[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text } 


All-night sessions: During the four-day con- 
ference, there will be at least two and possibly 
three all-night sessions to enable the leaders of 
the participating delegations to addre:3s the con- 
ference. But the main work will be clone in the 


NEW DELHI, April 12. 
Almost the whole of next week will be devot- 
ed to the Non-Aligned ministerial meeting. the 
last to be held under India's chairmanship, be- 


fore the mantle passes on to Zimbabwe at the *~ a 
eighth summit in Harare at the end of August. open-ended political and economic ‘committees 
_ After senior officials have met on Monday which will be meeting simultaneously 
and Tuesday to consider the political and 1 4 off 
economic declarations drafted by India in its both at the ministerial and official 
capacity . the atin ewan, the — levels to assess the consensus and 
wi egin the rour-day conierence on nes- — 
day to discuss and adopt these documents set- evolve agreed formulations on con 
ting the tone for the Harare summit delibera- tentious issues. 
ae sb iattliieiien tient ih ate These documents will enable the 

Ou ‘oreign Ministers a odd other os 
Ministers, heading the delegations of over 100 senior officials and Foreign Minis 
countries will be participating in this last ters who will be meeting in Harare 
meeting of the Coordination Bureau which is a few days before the next Non- 
open to all the member States and obser vers of 
the Non-Aligned Movement. Altogether about Aligned summit conference to draw 
600 delegates, consisting of both Ministers and up the declarations for adoption by 
senior officials, will be attending this confer- head f It is f i 
ence which will be formally openecl by the eads of government. t is for this 
Chairman, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, on Wednesday reason that the ministerial meeting 
morning at the first plenary session. of the Coordination Bureau has 


assumed special importance with as 
many as 50 Foreign Ministers attend- 
ing it. 


P.M. to visit Africa: The Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, will be visiting 
the frontline States in southern Africa next month after the conclusion of 
the budget session, in his dual capacity as Prime Minister of India and 
Chairman of NAM before he goes to Harare at the end of August to hand over 
the leadership of the community to the Prime Minister of Zimbabwe, Mr Robert 
Mugabe, for the next three years which are going to be quite crucial for the 


Non-Aligned Movement. 


65 








J PRS=NEA=86-06 


30 May 1986 


The political declaration drafted by India deals with general issues like 
disarmament, terrorism, racism and big power dominance, besides specific 


problems like Namibia, Iran-Iraq war and Palestine. 


But a lot of importance 


is being attached to the economic declaration since it is going to concen- 
trate on global economic issues relating to both South-South and North-South 


cooperation. 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 12 Apr 86 p 9 


| Text] 


NEW DELHI, Aprii 11 
(PTI). 
pie external affairs minister, 
Mr. Rali Ram Bhogat, today 
focused the need for unity of the 
non-aligned as forcign ministers 
of the movement are set to as- 
sembte here for next week's mect- 
ing of its co-ordinating bureau. 
“The unity of the non-aligned 
movement, and its effectiveness as the 
world’s largest peace movement, has 
been ovr primar, concern,” he told a 
symposium here on issves before non- 
alignment under the auspices of the 
Citizens Committee. 
Despite a diverse range of members 
in a movement of 101 countries, I 
think that we can safcly say that we 
have succeeded in maintaining the 
unity,” be said. 


Bhagat at Symposium 


Mr. Phagat said disarmament, the 
adverse economic scenario, Souther 
Africa, the Gulf war, the Palestivian 
preblem and the Central American 
situation would dominate discussions 
pt the four-day ministerial conference 
opening on April 16. 

“Thiese are some of the more press- 
ing issues which face India and the 
NAM today,” he said. 

Setting disarmament, particularly 
nuclear disarmament, as “a major 
obiective” for the movement, Mr. 
Bhagat noted that India as the 
nonsligned chairman over the past 
three years had been intimately con, 

nected with some major peace efforts 
— emong them the six-nation in- 
itiative on nuclear disarmament. 

Mr. Bhreat pointed out that 
although the movement had not been 
fully successful in bringing about the 
North-South dialogue, today there was 


greater awareness among leaders of 
both developed and developing coun- 
tries that only through _ inter- 
dependence a meaningful solution 
could be found for the deteriorating 
world economic situation. 

Mr. Bhagat expressed concern at the 
continuing was in Iran and Iraq and 
said that India’s efforts would con- 
tinue to find a durable peace in the 
area. 

“It has been an achievement on a 
broad front,” commented Mr. K. R. 
Narayanan, minister of state for ex- 
ternal affairs, on India’s leadership of 
the 101-nation movement. “We have 
given the non-aligned a certein degree 
of solidarity and sense of unity and a 
certain capability to stand up to press- 


ures from outside.” 


| 


The four-day conference is being 
attended by 51 ministers, 105 del- 
egations, and 577 delcgates. 


Proceedings on 14 April 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Apr 86 p 1 
[Text ] 


“considered by the foteign ministers af 
their four-day meeting beginning 
Wednesday. , : 

GRIM VIEW t 
A grim review of the world political 
and economic situation by the foreign 

, secretary, Mi. AZ P. Venkateswaran, in 

i his inaugural speech was followed by an 

| Indian proposal in the economic com- 

i mittee for a ministerial-level standing 

: committee to co-ordinate strategies for 
negotiations with the industrialised 

countries for a new international econo-, 

‘mic order. 

The proposal presented by Mr. N. P.. 
Jain, secretary in the external affairs 
ministry, aimed at formulating a cohe-. 
sive and comprehensive approach on: 
major economic issues and to confront’ 


| NEW DELHI, April 14: ¢ 
HE non-aligned countries to- 
day began official-level prepa- 
ratory discussions here with consid- 
erable interest focussed on the 
confrontation in the Mediterranean 
and the crisis facing the United, 
Nations. | 
In fact, an additional item was incor- 
porated in the agenda to highlight the 
member-countries’ concern over the 
emerping challenge to the process of 
multilateralism and the UN facing the 
US threat to cut Gown its contribution. 
to the world body. + 
Several amendments were presented, 
by member-countries to the draft poll-. 
tical and economic declarations to be 











JPRS=NEA~86-06 ) 
30 May 1986 





"the rich countries with a united front. 


- The officials will finalis¢ the draft 
declaration tomorrow after a review of 
the world situation and implementation. 
of the decisions of the seventh summit | 
held in New Dethi and the susequent. 
ministerial meetings. 

‘The officials will also undertake a 
general analysis of the world economic 
situation and of the efforts made in the 
direction of collective self-reliance 
aimed at strengthening solidarity and 
socio-economic co-operation among 

, the non-aligned countries. ' 

In the economic committee, Mr. Jain 
spoke briefly of the basic thrusts in the 
draft economic declaration. He talked 
about international monetary and 
financial reform, the new round of 
multilateral trade negotiations and 
‘btinging the services sector under 
GATT, the sharp decline in commodity 
prices and external debt. 

The draft political declaration was 


“Mr. N. Krishnan, permanent represen 
tative to the U.N. in New York. 

In his opening remarks, Mr. Venk- 

| ateswaran regretted the absence of a 

politica: will to begin a genuine process ' 

‘aimed at relaxation. of international | 

tension. ' 


Disarmament had always been a fun 
.damental preoccupation of the non- 
, aligned movement, he said and noted” 
+ with concern the competition in nuclear 
‘weapons and efforts to extend these i 
‘weapons to outer space. : 


APARTHEID ISSUE 


| He said conflicts in different regions‘ 
‘continued to threaten international: 
_ peace. The persistent policy of apar- 
, theid pursued by the racist Pretoria’ 
regime was a major destabilising factor, 
in South Africa. The illegal occupation 
of Namibia by South Africa continued 
in defiance of the U.N. and the tide of, 





presented to the other committee by history : 


Report on Draft Declarations 
Madras THE HINDU in English 15 Apr 86 pl 
[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text] 


NEW DELHI, April 14. 

The non-aligned community has come for- 
ward, for the first time since its inception, with 
an unequivocal condemnation of terrorism iri all 
forms, whether individually, groups or nations, 
and called for a relentless fight egainst this 
threat to international peace. 

The 53-page political declaration, drafted by 
India In its capacity as current chairman of the 
non-aligned movemeni (NAM), has urged all 
member-States to refrain from organising, in- 
stigating, assisting or participating In terrorist 
acts In other countries or acquiesce In activities 
within their territories directed against the com- 
mission of such acts. 

As a victim of terrorism, this is the farthest 
that india has gone in condemning this threat 
and calling upon the non-aligned community to 
take speedy measures both individually and col- 
lectively, at the national and international levels, 
to eliminate the menace. 


India's caution: The western observers in 
Delhi, notably the American diplomats, have 
welcomed the Indian plea for a global stand 
against this danger, but the Indian officials have 
hastened to caution that this should not be mis- 
construed as a condonation of the U.S. threat 
of military action against Libya for its alleged in- 
stigation of international terrorism. 

oratorium on nuclear tests: The political 
draft has called for an immediate moratorium 
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on all testing, production and deployment of 
nuclear weapons, pending the conclusion of a 
comprehensive treaty on complete disarme- 
ment under effective international contro! and 
supervision. It reaffirmed the non-aligned com- 
munity s faith in the principle that the outer 
space was a common heritage of mankind and 
as such It should be used exclusively for the wel- 
fare of mankind and not for any military pur- 


oo. 
te declaration has made the customary re- 
ferences to the lran-iraq war, apartheid, Nami- 
bia, Palestine, Kampuchea, Afghanistan, Cent- 
ral America, the Indian Ocean and big power riva- 
lries, while urging all concerned to adhere to 
the principle of peaceful coexistence free from 
the use of force in settling international disput- 
es., It has — to say on any of these 
subjects other than reiterating the positions 
taken at the earlier non-aligned conferences. 

Protectionism deplored: The  47-page 
economic draft declaration prepared by India Is 
much more outspoken in its criticism of the af: 
fluent western industrialised societies for pur- 
suing policies detrimental to the interests of de- 
veloping countries, practising protectionism 
and displaying a total lack of political will in be- 
ginning a North-South dialogue for an equitable 
international economic or to narrow the 
ever widening gap between the rich and poor 
nations. 











The third world countries have consequently 
been hit hard by the progressive decline of capl- 
tal flows, higher interest and exchange rates, 
growing protectionism, increasing trade bar- 
riers and unbearable debt burdens leading to a 
reverse transfer of resources. 

The draft has said that the economic situ: 
‘ation in the world requires a thorough reforin 
through a radical restructuring of the inter- 
national monetary, financial and trading sys- 
tems and concerted action in the inter-related 
areas of money, marie. debt and trade. It has 
renewed the call for global negotiations and a 
programme of immediate measures including 
an aya sn conference on money and finan- 
ce for x 


30 May 1986 


The senior officials of the 102-member non- 
aligned community met today to begin a two- 
day discussion on the political and economic 
drafts, before the four-day ministerial meeting 
of the Coordination Bureau opens on Wednes- 
day with an Inaugural address by the Prime Mini- 
ster, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, in his capacity as current 
chairman of NAM. There are no controversial 
elements in the two drafts which more or less 
adhere to the earlier formulations on contenti- 
ous issues like Kampuchea and Afghanistan. 

It remains to be seen how the more militant 
States and their supporters like Cuba would 
react to the strongly worded and u ivocal 
denunciation of international terrorism. de 
legations of these countries will probably try to 
introduce some balancing phrases to tone 


down the implied criticism of some of them. 


Further Details Given 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 15 Apr 86 p 4 


[Text] 


New Dethi, April 14 (UNI): The 
Nonaligned Moversent (NAM) 
has unequivocally condemned 
a'l terrorist activity whether by 
individuals, groups or states and 
resolved to counter it by al possi. 
ble means. 

The resolve of the 101. 
member NAM is contained in 
the draft political resolution to 
be formally adopted at the four- 
day ministerial meeting of their 
coordinating bureau, beginning 
here on Wednesday. 

The NAM, which took up the 
subject for the first time in its 
20-year history, called upon all 
its member-states to refrain 
from organising, instigating, 
assisting or participating in ter- 
rorist acts in other states or 
acqguiescing in activities within 
their territories directed to- 
wards the commission of such 
acts. 

It wanted its members to take 
all measures at the national 
level for speedy and final elli- 
mination of the problem of ter- 
rorism. The measures included 
harmonisation of domestic leg- 
islation with existing interna- 
tional conventions and preven- 
tion of the preparation and orga- 
nisation in their respective terri- 
tories of acts directed against 
other states. 

At the outset, the draft ex- 
pressed “deep concern” at the 
worldwide escalation of acts of 
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terrorism which endanger or 
take innocent lives, jeopardise 
fundamental freedom, territo- 
rial integrity and security. 
Nuclear test ban: The draft de- 
manded an immediate morator- 
ium on all testing, production 
and deployment of nuclear 
weapons pending the conclusion 
of a comprehensive treaty on the 
subject by the nuclear-weapon 
states. In emphasised the need 
for such a treaty, which has 
acquired a special significance 
following the recent decision of 
the two super powers to resume 
nuclear testing. 

The draft also expressed con- 
cern at the growing infighting in 
its own ranks the persistence of 
which, it feared, could adversely 
affect their efforts at interna- 
tional peace and security. The 
escalation in disputes was Caus- 
ing serious human and material 
loss to the economies of the 
countries concerned. It men- 
tioned that the principle of 
peaceful settlement of disputes 
remained central to the NAM 
philosophy. The NAM at its Ha- 
rare summit will have an expert 
group's report on this question. 
Iran-Iraq conflici: It expressed 
profound regret at the continua- 
tion of the conflict between Iran 
and Iraq despite the efforts of 
the Nonaligned members and 
the UN. 
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On West Asia, it said peace in 
the region could only come after 
Israel’s total and unconditional 
withdrawal from all the occu- 
pied Arab and Palestinian terri- 
tories and the restoration of all 
the rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

South Africa: The NAM decided 
to intensify its joint efforts in 
support of the struggle of the 
people of South Africa and con- 
demned its racial regime for its 
illegal occupation of Namibia. 
Economic draft: The NAM has 
charged the rich nations with a 
total lack of political will to 
begin the North-South dialogue 
besides intensifying protection- 
ism to the detriment of the de- 
veloping countries. 

A 47-page draft economic dec- 
laration, prepared by India, for 
the ministerial meeting of the 
NAM coordinating bureau, said 
the economic crisis of develop- 
ing countries and the widening 
gap between the rich and the 
poor threatened international 
peace and security. 

The draft recalls that since the 
New Delhi summit the growth 
rate of the developing countries 
has largely been stagnant or de- 
clining. 

The draft emphasises that 
Nonaligned and other develop- 
ing countries should review and 
ceordinate their policies, 
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CBI BREAKS UP NETWORK FUNNELING DOLLARS TO PAKISTAN 
Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Apr 86 p 7 
[Text] 
NEW DELHI, April 10. ~ from the bank for her.” 
6s ee es en cal ood bdivedndnye «bg Further enquiries | 
a deep-rooted and well-organised network; hildren included | 
dispatching millions of dollars worth of foreign’ ye ed get Brg lg Fon issued by the ' 
exchange to Pakistan through members of a’ pe f External Affairs . 
_Minority community in various parts of India. Rag S a seized forged stamps giving de- 
The Central investigating unit of the CBI has Icnations of various passport officisls, emboe-, 
so far arrested 24 perso.is, mainly from Shay- ek y Ae for producing cutting impres: 
‘mili, Kirana towns of Muzaffarnagar district in, , Sing seers. re wae wneud 
UP and Delhi, for forging entries into passports sions On passport paper - 4 
of women travellers showing five or six non-ex-’ and seals of the Sporn Hy, wiih valid 
istent children, enabling them to claim foreign. In a number of cases ro a Moan 
exchange. ; visas were also forged yey oid 
‘The alleged travellers withdrew foreign ex-: ‘ ces said. The date of birt i. feo “ 
change from nationalised banks in New Delhi, woman was changed to show of 0h ube eae 
Lucknow and other places to the tune of milli- _ of four children below the age , 
ons of dollars. In a particular case, half a million accompanying her ate : tor intelli 
dollars were drawn by them on the pretext of { Tip of aniceberg: According oan te oe 
going to meet relatives in Pakistan. : gence officer. the network appear 
The intelligence officers got wind of the mas- . tip of an iceberg. ’ ie Oe 
sive Outflow of foreign exchange when it was .  Inteiligence officers believe that . hee 
found that dollars worth Rs. 62 lakhs were with- steps were taken to check the ote S ~ o 
drawn from the New Delhi branch of the United * exchange under the Neighbourhood Travel and; 
Bank of India, in less than 60 days by “phoney Foreign Travel schemes it would be difficult to. 
travellers”. ' stop the outflow. For travel between India and. 
Forgeries: The instances they came across _ Pakistan, arrangements should be made to "a 
showed entries of five or six children in a large ‘ change Indian rupees across the counter offi. 
number of passports of such ‘visitors’. In each "entry and exit points on the border, a senior Offi: 
case the passport holder, a woman, withdrew . cer suggested.—PTI. : 
/9317 


CSO: 4600/1667 


69 











BANGLADESH CLAIM TO MUHURI RIVER LAND REJECTED 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 15 Apr 86 p ll 


[Text ] 


/9317 


AGARTALA, April 14.--The Bor- 
der Security Force authorities have 
turned down the Pangladesh Rifles’ 
Clai on the 47-aere char area form- 
Ing Tripura’s southern fringe along- 
side Muhuri river under Belonia 
sub-division of South District. 

At a tlag meeting at Be'onia on 
Saturday night between the DIG, 
BSF, at Tripura and -the Scctor 


_ Commander of the BOR for Noa- 


khali and Comilla, the BSF autho- 
ritics asserted thatthe Muburi char 
area had been an integral part of 
Indian territory and that the Bang- 
ladesh claim on the land was com- 
Pletciy baseless and unjustified, 
The BDR officials, however, made 
it clear they would not allow any 
construction by India on the char- 
land as the boundary demarcation 
of the two k.m. stretch along the 
State’s southern border under Be- 
lonia sub-disision was yet to be 
completed. The Minor Irrigation 
and F'ood Control authorities sus- 
pended work on construction of an 
embankment at Muhuri Char yes- 
terday following heavy firing by 
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the BDR on and around the char 
area for the second successive day 
on S..iurday. 

On Saturday, BUR personnel) fir- 
ed over 5,000 rounds from their 
posts at Nijkulikapur and Alimukh 
in the Noakhali district opposite 
Belonia town. In return the BSF 
fired about 3,000 rounds. 

Despite heavy firing nearby the 
people's moral in Belonia town is 
quite high. 

The Insnector-General of Border 
Security Force, Mr R. P. Sharma, 
who is in charge of both Tripura 
and West Bencal and the Chief 
Secretary of Tripura, Dr A. C, Roy 
yesterday visited Belonia and hela 
discussions with senior security 


Ohlicials, 
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UNI adds: Official reports reach. 
Ing Agurtala yesterday said that 
Bangladesh had made massive de- 
ployment of border forces and 
heavy weapons on the other side 
of the river opposite Be onia town, 
Resides, the Ponglodesh antnoritics 
had reportedly evacuated inhabi- 
fants from the horderi: ¢ village 
opposite the town 


JPRS=NEA-86-06/7 
30 May 1986 


INDIA 








“NEAq 
10 May 1990067 
INDIA 


ANALYST ON INDIAN STAND PRIOR TO TURKISH VISIT 


Madras THE HINDU in English 10 Apr 86 p 9 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text] 


/9317 


NEW DELHI, April 9. 

At his first meeting with the Prime Minister, 
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, within two hours of his arrival 
in Dethi, the Turkish Premier, Mr. Turgut Ozal, 
gave an assurance that his country was keen 
on developing mutually beneficial political and 
economic links with India without prejudice to 
its close relations with Pakistan. 

This expression of an earnest desire for bet- 
ter understanding with India by the Turkish Pre- 
mier was intended to set the tone for the detail- 
ed delegation-leve! discussions tomorrow on 
the scope of this bilateral cooperation. 

Big delegation: On this first ever official visit 
to India by a Prime Minister of Turkey, Mr. Ozal 
has brought along with him a formidable de- 
legation consisting of two Cabinet Ministers, 
five members of Parliament, about 50 officials, 
60 top businessmen and 25 media representati- 
ves, besides security staff and others, totalling 
nearly 200. The unusually big size of the delega- 
tion is intended to impress India that Turkey is 
keen on establishing closer relations with India 
in mutual interest. 

In the political sphere, Mr. Ozal is reported to 
be anxious to what is called the action-re- 
action syndrome of Turkish support to Pakistan 
on the Kashmir issue and Indian backing for 
Greece on the Cyprus question. If the two coun- 
tries cannot reverse their earlier positions, Mr. 
Ozal thinks that it is both ible and desir- 
able for both sides to avoid undue criticism of 
each other's action. 

Mistaken notion: One of the blind spots of 
Turkey in the last 38 years since Indian Inde- 
pendence has been the mistaken notion, based 
on ignorance or deliberate distortion of facts, 
that it was basically the Indian Muslims that had 

ed the Khilafat movement, not the nationa- 
list forces led by Mahatma Gandhi and Jawahar- 


lal Nehru who had campaigned for the Turkish 
cause. It is this misconception that made the 
Turkish leaders imagine in the post-Independ- 
ence era that Pakistan was the rightful inheritor 
of this mantle of Indian Muslims’ s for 
their country’s cause during the Khilafat move- 
ment. 

Scope for increased cooperation: At the 
economic level, the two Governments feel that 
there is enough sc for increased coopera- 
tion. After years of stagnation and inflation, 
Turkey has opted like India for economic liberali- 
sation. Apart from signing a cultural agreement 
for exchange of TV programmes and a civil avia- 
tion agreement to enable the Turkish airlines to 
operate a service to Bombay or Delhi, India 
wants to elevate the present joint economic 
committee at the level of secretaries to a full-fle- 
dged joint commission presided over by senior 
ministers to pave the way for increased co- 
operation. The public sector c nies are an- 
xious to sell their products and secure con- 
tracts for construction of projects in Turkey by 
competing with industrially advanced Western 
nations. 

The BHEL has already secured a modest con- 
tract and the Indian Railway construction en- 
terprises are bidding for building a railway line. 
The Kudremukh Iron Ore Company is anxious 
to sell pelletised ore to Turkey which has p'ans 
to expand its State-owned steel plant. 

But in many cases, the trouble with the Indian 
public and private sector enterprises is the 
poor quality of both goods and services, un- 
dependable delivery schedules and inability to 
arrange proper credits that are competitive in 
the international money markets. 

The visit of Mr. Ozal will help to —_ this 
wrong oo and provide a suitable op- 
omaop or voicing Tur ps gratitude to India 
or its support at a critical juncture in the his- 
tory of this ancient nation. 
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GANDHI OUTLINES ACTION PLAN FOR USE OF TECHNOLOGY 
Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Apr 86 p 1 
[Text] ..- : ’ “ “Posing the question "What is development?” * 
The Prime M ag ne he Mr. Gandhi proceeded to say that the use of 
he Prime Minister, iv t 
outlined an action plan to wietatanane pee > Se to-day life made all the dif- 
modem technology. n te rural erese, to Wt ferences t oo eee 
India up from the morass ed countries. The same held good for 
The new strategy td pe inde-' areas within a . In this context, he oy 
for the top egg within he the rural areas were ward because indus- 
eam | of accountabil ‘trial revolution had not reached there. If they. 
shown that best results had ; were to catch up with the modern world they’ 
mavens where te men a the top enioyed wide have to jump that stage. “Anyone who thinks 
freedom of operation including f . the otherwise” had a vested interest in keeping 
Prime Minister seid replying to the Lok S : them poor for political or ideological reasons. 
debate on the demands for grants of the De- The Prime Minister said one of the reasons 
partments of Science and T . Space, . for resistance to modernisation was the fear of 
Atomic Energy, Electronics and unemployment. Even during the industrial re- 
phy. It was for the first time that the demands of volutions, similar resistance was put up, but in- 
these Ministries were discussed in the House. stead of shrinking employment industrialisation, 
_ Under the new strategy. there would be generated employment and affluence. 
three layers of science effort towards achieving Elucidating on the press need for develop- 
ee ee thrust areas and “bive ing a scientific temper for average Indian. . 
that is fundamental research. The princi Mr. Gandhi said it could be br about 
od cad ob eh Oe aut eaall be te tants through the media and spread relevant 
the common people, particularly those in rural education. “Once we have ic temper 
areas. with us, it will free the people from the fear of. 
Five “missions” had already been selected the unknown and for this we must develop the 
—drinking water, oil seeds, removal of illitera- tools”. 
cy, telecommunication and vaccination of chil- » “Brain drain” which he preferred to call as 
dren. The most isticated science and ‘“brain bank”, the Prime Minister said the new 
technology would go into these efforts. ; education policy. would be tailored to the 
Among these missions priority would be ,needs of the people. 
given to making drinking water available to all “If we are to stop the brain drain, we have to 
villages. The oil seed mission would undertake tailor the subjects that are taught. Now an as- 
research for producing oil seeds, transfer the sortment of subjects are taught", he said ad- 
research from the laboratory to the farmers. ding that the new education policy would be 
through a rey turn the cost at need-oriented. } 
into oil market keeping ° . . Es 
“the lowest. , Tribute to scientists : 
The “thrust areas” would consist of areas ing rich tributes to the 's scien 
sible while the “blue sky” level would deal with in the world and had done ex ly well by: 
fundamental research where immediate results: the countr@. Where they the backing. : 
ee Oe ee SS ee like in space, nuclear and fronts, they de-! 
ee all these areas, accountability will be main- rode very ev ate support | 
mn we are to give 
tained for achievements and use of funds al-* gun te eoutendmea wo sacee mae 
located. In the whole process, there would be sults in many other areas. Once more we will 
It". 


Cut-off points, where it would be assessed how show it that India can do it and we will do 
far the country had progressed, how much: 
more needed to be done and the direction to. 
be taken. 
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RECORD GRAIN MOVEMENT ASSURES SUPPLY 


Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 6 Apr 86 p 9 


[Text] 


/12828 


N@W DELHI, April 5.--The 
Food Corporation of India moved 
about 1 million tons of food grain 
from Punjeb in March, an “a'l 
time records”, 


Mr M. P. Gupta, commercial 
manager (transport) of FCI, told 
reporters here that the grain was 
moved “despite disturbed condi- 
tions in Punjab and curfew in 
various pleces”, The movement 
helped reduce the accumulated 
Stecks in Punjab and Haryana. 
These stocks were causing anxiety 
as space was required for the 
coming rabi procurement. “It is 
planned to keep the movement at 
the same level) in the coming 


month also. 


He sald that during 1985-86, the 
transportation of rain in the 
country was the highest ever. 
There wag a 22.5% incrense in 
the toial movement of grain in 
1998586 as compared to 198483. 
The movement from Punjab alone 
increased by 46.7% in 1985-86 as 
against 1984-85. 


CSO: 4600/1637 


He said the total turnover of 
grains in 1985 was 15 million tons 
as agvinst 12 million tons in 1984. 
The record? movement of grains 
in 1985-86 ensured that grain was 
available throughout the country. 
It was also possible to sell 1.5 
million tens of wheat in free sale 
in 198586. That helped to bring 
down:the bulging stock of wheat 
in the country and also helped to 
stabilize the price of grains 


throughout the country, he claim- 
ed. 

Mr Gupta said the movement of 
grain to the north eastern region 
had always been a problem, Fven 
then, a record movement of food- 
grain was Cispatched to the north 
eastern refion and a stock level 
of near'y 200,000 ‘tons was built 
up at the end of January, the 
highest ever, During 1985.05, 
31,435 tons of grain was also 
moved by river from Calcutta to 


Farimganj and Pancu via Bangla-, 


desh. 
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LOK SABHA PASSES BILL ON INTERSTATE WATERS 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 1 Apr 86 p l 


[Text] 


/12828 
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NEW DELI, Merch 31.--The 
Lok Sabha today passed unanim- 
ous'y the [Inter-State Water Dis- 
putes (Amendment) Bill, which 
secks to amend the origina! enxet- 
ment of 1955 to enab'« the crez- 
tiovy of a Ravi and Beas waiers 
t#ounal for. among other wu- 
porcs, adjudicating the claims in 
respect of the Ravi-Beas = system. 
Toe Bill hes already been passed 
by the Rajva Sabha, 

Replying to the debate on the 
Rill, Mr BR. Shankaranand, Minis- 
ter for Water Resources, said the 
measitre was evidence of the Gov- 
ermnent’s anxicty to imp'ement 
the Punjab accord speedily. 

He assured members that there 
“as no ambizu'ty in the  provi- 
eens of th REL Farmers of 
Punichb. Oaryana ard Rojasthan 
vould continue to get the quan- 
tum of wate: they were veing 
or Juwy 1 last yeer, The quantum 
of wotor used for consumptive 
purposes would also remain un- 
affected 

The prorosed tribunal, to he 
headed br a Supreme Court judg>, 
would verdy the quantum ot 
usize c'a'med It would a'so — aA- 
indicete the claims of Punjab and 


4600/1626 


Haryana over the share of the re- 
maining water. 

Tne interests of Rajasthan re- 
mained intact. and at Uhé same 
time, no injastice would be dore 
to Punjeb and Uaryana. “Let us 
sort this out with unity, coopera 
tion and brotherhood”, he es 
peaicd to members. “The only in- 
terest in this matter is that of 
the farmers of Puojab, Haryana 
Rajasthan and elsewhere”, 

WATER POLICY 


Mr Shenkaranand announced 
that a national water policv was 
being formu'ated and wou'd he 
discussed and put into encration 
within a yerr, We indicated that 
the nolicy envisaged the — inter. 
linkiug of smaller rivers as well 
as peninsular rivers, for the most 


recicotifie alvization of the water 


resources 

After his reply, Mrs Geeta 
Mukhierice. CTT, who had moved 
a statutory resolution cisanprev- 
Ine of the Revi aud Beas Waters 
Tribunal Ordinance  premuigated 
0) January 24. withdrew her re- 
salution, making it e'ear that her 
chjection was enly to the manner 
of promult.tion of such ordi- 
nances and that she fwily sup 
ported the Bi'l, 
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MANIFESTO OF BOMBAY LIBERALS CONFERENCE REPORTED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 5 Apr 86 p 9 


[Te..t] At a meeting on "Relevance of liberalism in India" here today, Mr 
M. R. Masani, a former Swatantra Party M.P., released the manifesto for 
Indian liberals drawn up at a conference held in Bombay recently. Dru. V. 
Hande, Tamil Nadu Health Minister, presided over the meeting. 


The manifesto said that one sphere which required immediate consideration 
was the relationship between the Centre and the States. The Constitution 
enacted in 1950 had balanced fairly the needs of national unity with those 
of reasonable authority for the States. 


Unfortunately, during the past 30 years all major economic power had been 
concentrated in the hands of the Union Government. This imbalance had to 
be rectified by a greater measure of autonomy for the States and local 
self-Government within the framework of the original Constitution of the 
republic the manifesto said. 


Freedom and pluralism in the mass media, according to the manifesto, were 
essential to a liberal society. There could be no political freedom where 
the media was in the hands of a monopoly or quasi-monopoly, private or 
public. Liberals saw, with growing concern, the powerful attacks against 
Press treedom. 


The manifesto noted that there could be no political freedom where the State 
dominated the economy and less room was left for private initiative. Not- 
withstanding some delusions to the contrary, there could be no real and 
lasting economic freedom where the importance of political freedom was not 
understood and human rights were not respected. Economic growth could not 
and should not be at the cost of political freedom, the manifesto emphasized. 


Pointing out the dangers inherent in an over-extended welfare State, the 
manifesto said it made people dependent on the Government and the bureaucracy, 
thereby reducing their sense of responsibility and freedom and creating an 
expanding, bureaucracy which was inclined to grab power by itself, which 

was detr.mental to the national economy, besides increasing waste and 
corruption. 
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The liberal concept of the market was not that of an economy controlled by 
purely monetary means, but to the contrary it included and was closely 
associated with the interests of the poor community as a whole. 


The manifesto said the State-controlled and dominated system as practised in 
India for the past three decades was the root cause of the slow economic 
growth, rampant lawlessness and corruption and the proliferation of the black 
market economy. 


Planning in the liberal sense of the word, meant indicative planning of and 
for liberty leading to a minimum or limited Government. A strong vested 

interest had developed in the existing system where the public sector had 

become the private sector of the politician, the bureaucrat, the trader and 
entrepreneur who thrived on it, with the consumer left to fend for himself 
and live in a despondent milieu of "choicelessness resulting in voiceless- 
ness", 
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CPI LEADER HOLDS NEWS CONFERENCE IN CHANDIGARH 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 17 Apr 86 p 8 


[Text ] 
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Chandigarh, April 16 (PTI)— 
Communist Party of India gener- 
al secretary C Rajeshwara Rao 
today said the menace of terror- 
ism in Punjab. which had as- 
sumed alarming — proportions, 
would have to be fought at the po- 
litical and the administrative lev- 
els so as to isolate them. 


The CPI leader after a tour of 
the sensitive areas of Punjab bor- 
dering Pakistan said ! here was no 
doubt that the terrorists specially 
those in the Golden ‘Temple com- 
plex had become unamenable. 
Armed with sophisticated arms 
and mobiles they had created seri- 
ous conditions in districts border- 
ing Pakistan. 


He said it was the responsibili- 
ty of the Government of India to 
remain on guard against the US 
imperialists and their henchmen 
who were out to destabilise and 
balkanise the country by openly 
encouraging the “Khalistani 
terrorists”. 





He also said the Non-Aligned 
nations and the Arab world must 
unite against the US aggression of 
Libva. 

Mr Rao tolda news conference 
here that the unprovoked and 
dastardly attack by the Reagan 
Administration posed a= grim 
warning to the developing coun- 
tries of Asia. Africa and Latin 
America and also to world 
peace. 

He said it was high time that 
India not only raised its strong 
voice against the barbarous at- 
tack on Libva but also joined 
countries which were prepared to 
put acheck on President Reagan's 
“mad adventure”. The Arab world 
should stop supplies of petrol to 
USA and its allies like Britain as 
a first reprisal against attack of 
Libya. 

Mr Rao said all CPI units in 
the country have been asked to 
organise demonstrations in pro- 
test against the US aggression 


against Libva. 
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WRITER EXAMINES ACHIEVEMENTS IN DEFENSE PRODUCTION 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 4 Apr 86 p 4 


[Article by Cecil Victor] 


[Text] 


orem factories and Defence 
public sector undertakings 
have both registered higher pro- 
duction and larger returns for capi- 
tal investment in 1984-85, which 
per se is heartening. However, the 
strategic situation and the induc- 
tion of new sophisticated weaponry 
in the sub-continent has created a 
kind of flux which needs to be man- 


aged with great acumen if 


indigenisation is to continue at the 
present pace. 
Even in the plethora of good 


new. there have been instances of 


rank had management as in 
Mazayon Dockyard Ltd where a Rs 
14.20 crore profit in 1983-84 practi- 
cally overnight became a Rs 12.94 
crore loss. Heads rolled, of course, 
but it will take some vears before 
MDI. will regain its profit-making 
capabilities. In 1985-86 the loss is 
likely to be reduced to Rs 1.50 crore. 

Meanwhile, licence production 
of the West German submarine has 
fallen behind schedule and the ma- 
laise has also affected the Godavari 
class of frigates being built there, 
with the INS Ganga being commnis- 
sioned two months late and the 
INS Gomati. which was launched 
in March 1984, likely to join the 
fleet in early 1987 only if the work- 
ers keep their promise of making 
good the loss of production time 
caused by their strike. 

Others that have incurred loss- 
es among the nine Defence public 
sector units are the Garden Reach 
Shipbuilders and Engineers, 


Caleutta Rs 11.56 crore (Rs 8.96 
crore in 1985 86) and the Mishra 
Dhatu Nigam Ltd. the special al- 
lovs unit where production began 
in 1983. It has since begun export- 
ing titanium but is not expected to 
wipe out its deficit of Rs 7.38 crore 
in 1985 86. 

One success story is that of 
Bharat Dvnamics Lid which 
makes guided missiles and allied 
weaponry. Jt has turned a Rs 3.14 
crore deficit toa Rs 1.11 crore prof- 


it in 1984-85. and is expected to, 


make Rs 2.16 crore in the next vear. 
Hindustan Aeronautics Ld heads 
the list of profitable companies 
with Rs 48.92% crore in 1984-85, 
which is expected to go up to Rs 56 
crore in 1985-86. Bharat Flectron- 
ics Ltd made Rs 28.77 crore in 
1984-85 (Rs 30.18 crore likely in 
1985-86); Goa Shipyards Ltd's 
profit has risen to Rs 6.57 crore and 
will soar to Rs 10 crore. 

Both Bharat Farth Movers Ltd 
and Praga ‘Tools Ltd are going to 
make lesser profits. The former 
made Rs 42.95 crore in 1984-85, but 
will show only Rs 26.70 in 1985-86, 
mainly because it took over the 
‘sick’ steel foundary Vignvan, In- 
dustries Lid and has set up a new 
factory in Mysore. Praga ‘Tools 
Ltd. which makes machine tools, 
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had declared a lockout in March 
1985 and its share of profits has 
shrunk from Ks 1.66 crore to Rs 
1.50 crove in 1985-86 

The Indian ordnance factories. 
of which there are 36 strewn all 
over the country. manufacture 
everything that is needed to keep 
the armed forces supplied with le- 
thal and non-lethal war material. 
These include: tanks, field guns, 
mounted guns, anti-aircraft guns, 
mortars. various small arms and 
ammunition to fit. rockets. bombe. 
grenades. mines. depth charges. 
high altitude combat clothing. 
bridges. assault boats and a host of 
other control instruments. 


The value of production in 
1984-85 was Ks 1.165 crore as com- 
pared to Rs 1.017 crore of the previ- 
ous year -- an increase of 14.5 per 
cent. Bulk production began of 
night vision devices for the 
recoilless gun (RCI) and tanks. 
This is perhaps in the nick of time 
because in recent months there has 
heen a concerted effort by the US to 
grab this erucial and lucrative mar- ~ 
ket (thousands of pieces of equip- 
ment are involved) by including it 
in ‘he larger package consisting of ' 
acry-engines, computers — and 
aN ylics, 

(\iven the fact that most bh ittles. 








are fought at night. the night vision 


device has become a crucial equip 
ment in the infantrvman’s pack. 
This has been brought home to 
India very tragically in the massive 
night-time infiltration by anti- 
national elements. smugglers. spies 
and saboteurs into the border 
States of Punjab. Jammu and 
Kashmir and Rajasthan during the 
present crisis created by the ex- 
tremists. ‘The Border Security 
Force which patrols the borders 
found it difficult to control the in 
flux because of the lack of this 
equipment. There was thus a rush 
to import. 

Other achievements of (he Indi 
an ordnance factories has been the 
productionisation of — anti-tank 
weapons. binoculars and telescope 


sighting and Beta light devices. | 


Preparations are also under way for 
the indigenous manutacture of the 
Infantry Combat Vehicle at the 
new factory at Medak. a new tank 
and opte electronic devices. A new 
filling factory (ammunition) anda 
heavy alloy penetrator project are 
on the anvil. 

Besides. the Ordnance Facto- 
rv Board has drawn up a strategy 
for modernisation, shedding of 
old technologies and building of 
capabilities to handle a changing 
product mix. Some of this is the 
direct result of what the annual 
report of the Ministry of Defence 
refers to as the “incredible and 
very rapid advances of weapons 
technology” in its review of the 


national security environment. 

It said: “It has not been suffi- 
ciently recognised that. research 
into spacebased weapons would 
have inevitable consequences for 
conventional conflict. A tremen- 
dous fillip would be provided to 
emerging weapons technologies 
in the areas of lasers. acoustic and 
electro-optic sensors, electronics, 
infra-red and other terminal guid 
ance systems and the like which 
have major implications for con- 
ventional conflict. 
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“Thev would increase mani- 
fold the capability to detect. ac- 
quire and track moving targets, 
apart from adding to the accuracy 
and lethality of conventional 
weapons. The implications ofthis 
revolution in weapons technology 
goes bevond mere induction of 
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INVESTMENT IN ORDNANCE FACTORIES 


~ 











vraes = 8 ue Lie} Lo 











these weapons systems. The 
counter- measures necessary - 
would embrace strategic theory, 

tactical concepts, military 

organisations, training 

programmes and maintenance‘ 
procedures to optimise the use of | 
the sophisticated weapons of 
tomorrow.” : 

‘Thus. the new weaponry dic-* 
tates changes in production and 
maintenance procedures which in® 
turn will require training of per-- 
sonnei to handle the new equip- 
ment. ‘The plethora of hewly-- 
inducted weaponry from -diverse ° 
sources Is going to create a mas- 
sive logistics management situa-* 
tion. Some in the military estab-4 
lishment believe that this is* 
inevitable and acceptable in a sit-! 
uation where diversified sources’ 
mav create a better political situa$ 
tion. where the suppliers wouldy 
hesitate to take sides in a conflict- 
situation on the sub-continent. 


’ 


| 
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~ 
In the past, however, nothing,, 
had deterred West from cutting, 
off supplies of vital equipment im- 
mediately after resumption of 
hostilities if there was no possibil- , 
itv of securing political advantage, 
at India’s cost. i 
The vast network of ordnance 
factories and Defence public sec- , 
tor undertakings can only be aseT- 
fective as the clarity.with which, 
their contribution to national, 
defence effort is enunciated and, 
pursued. 
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BULGARIAN FAIR PARTICIPATION--New Delhi, April 8--After an interval of four 
vears, India will officially participate in the Autumn technical fair at 
Plovdiv in Bulgaria through the Trade Fair Authority of India. This was 
stated by Mr G. Bourchev, Commercial Counseller in Bulgarian Embassy here 

at a get together of Indian businessmen and pressmen. According to him, the 
imbalance in trade between the two countries would be corrected this year 
with increased imports from India. For instance, Bulgaria planned to 

import machinery worth over $25 millions in 1986 as compared to $10 millions 
in 1985. Moreover, a link deal envisaging urea import from Bulgaria against 
export of soya extract to that country over the next five years had been 
signed. A number of proposals for economic cooperation was also under 
consideration. These included setting up of a joint venture in electronics 
in India, supply of small generators for mini-hydel projects, offer of 
technical assistance for setting up an export-oriented cigarette factory, 
and a collaborative venture in knitwear. Mr Bourchev said the Bulgarian 
communist party at its latest congress had proposed measures for strengthen- 
ing economic relations with developing countries and in this India would be 
paid special attention. The Indo-Bulgarian trade turnover in 1985 totalled 
$83 millions comprisong $33.5 millions of export from India and $49.5 mil- 
lions of imports from Bulgaria. Mr Bourchev said in the Spring Fair on con- 
sumer goods, to be held at Plovdiv in May, a number of Indian companies were 
expected to take part. Last year, 22 companies had participated and 
finalised trade contracts valued at $2.3 millions. This year, so far 16 
companies had registered. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 9 Apr 86 

p 9} /9317 


NEW ASSAM PARTY--New Delhi, April 8--The Election Commission has recognised 
the United Minorities Front as a State part: in Assam and reserved the 
election symbol "ladder" for its exclusive use. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU 
in English 9 Apr 86 p 9] /9317 


PROBABLE KAUL APPOINTMENT--New Delhi, April 4--The Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi, has more or less decided to appoin: Mr T.N. Kaul as the next 
Ambassador to the Soviet Union. <A former Fs:reign Secretary, Mr Kaul served 
as Ambassador in Moscow during the Sixties ind plaved a key role in arranging 
the Tashkent conference. He continued to m.intain ¢lose\ contact with tne 
Soviet leaclership and espouse many causes _swared hy both India and the 

Soviet Union. After he retired trom the foreign service, he was sent as 
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Ambassador to Washington where he was no less active in establishing a 
reasonably good working relationship with the U.S. Government. The Prime 
Minister has not yet made up his mind about the next Ambassador to the U.S. 
since he is still considering several names for this key assignment. But 
just as he has chosen Mr Kaul for the Moscow post knowing very well that 
the Soviet Government would welcome the choice, he is looking around for 
somebody for the Ambassadorship to the U.S. with equally good contacts in 
Washington. The idea is to send those to the two superpower capitals where 
the new Indian envoys would be able to wield influence and help consolidate 
the country's relations with them. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 

5 Apr 86 p 1] /9317 


NEW SOLICITOR-GENERAL--New Delhi, April 4--Mr Milon Kumar Banerji, first 
Additional Solicitor General has been appointed Solicitor General of India. 
The appointment will be for a period of three years and will be effective 
from today. Mr Banerji takes over from Mr B. Dutta.--PTI [Text] [Madras 
THE HINDU in English 5 Apr 86 p 1] /9317 


GRAIN OUTPUT TARGET--New Delhi, April 8--The foodgrain production target 
for 1986-87 has been pegged at 160 million tonnes, about ten million tonnes 
higher than last year's output. This represents Krishi Bhavan's intention 
to strive this year for achieving another quantum jump in grain output which 
has tended to stagnate at around 150 million tonnes in the past few years. 
The seventh plan as a whole envisages an ambitious goal of boosting the 
grain production by 30 million tonnes. The Union agriculture ministry has 
fixed these targets in consultation with the planning commission. The 
targets for 1986-87 for other crops are: oilseeds 14.8 million tonnes, 
cotton 8.8 million bales, jute 8.5 million bales and sugarcane 190 million 
tonnes. [Excerpt] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 Apr 86 p 9] 
/9317 


INDO-SOVIET SPACE FLIGHT--Moscow, March 30 (UNI)--Indian and Soviet cosmo- 
nauts may undertake a second joint space flight, according to sources here. 
The matter is likely to be given concrete shape during the Soviet leader, 
Mr Mikhail Gorbachov's visit to India later this year, the sources said. 

A spokesman for the Soviet space department said the subject of a joint 
space flight could be taken only at the political level. He refused to 
elaborate. Sources here said India could acquire a special module on hire 
from the Soviet Union for experimental purposes. India with its high level 
scientific development could make use of ‘Mir,’ the Soviet orbital space 
station which can accommodate six modules, the sources said. India is 

also launching the 800 kg 'IRS' satellite at the end of this year under 

the Indo-Soviet space programme. This will be heaviest Indian satellite 
launched i far. The chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) is \due to visit the Soviet Union in the near future to make final 
arrangements for. the launch of the Indian-made Sputnik from Baikanur. 
[Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 31 Mar 86 p 9] /9317 
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DAUPHIN PURCHASE AGREEMENT--New Delhi, March 31--The Helicopter Corporation 
of India (HCI) today signed an agreement with Aerospatiale of France for 
the purchase of 21 Dauphin helicopters at an estimated cost of Rs 8? crores. 
The agreement was signed by Wg Cdr K.K. Saini, officer on special duty, 
Helicopter Corporation and Gen H. Matre, chairman of Aerospatiale. The 
civil aviation secretary and Air India and Indian Airlines chairman, 

Mr S.S. Sidhu, besides other senior officers of the ministry, were also 
present on the occasion. The HCI is expected to receive the first heli- 
copters in June. Out of the 21 helicopters, the ONGC will use 13 and the 


rest will be used by the HCI. [Text] [Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 
1 Apr 86 p 1] /9317 


WORLD BANK LOAN--New Delhi, April 4--India received its largest ever World 
Bank loan for a single project. This is a power project to supply 1,500 MW 
to the northern and western regions at 2 cost of Rs 1,600 crores. The 
project will make use of an efficient, reliable and economical system-- 
combined cycle technology--which is new to India. Three power stations 
using this technology will be installed in the States of Gujarat, Rajasthan 
and Uttar Pradesh. Associated transmission lines will be installed for 
connexion to the transmission grid. Natural gas will be used to generate 
power at the three plants in keeping with the Government's recent policy 

of permitting the use of gas or liquid fuels for generating power in regions 
which are short of hydro and coal resources. A 1,700 km gas pipeline which 
is to be constructed primarily to provide gas for a series of fertilizer 
plants will provide fuel for the project. The World Bank loan is for 20 
years, including five years of grace with a variable interest rate, currently 
80.5% linked to the cost of the bank's borrowings. It also carries an 
annual commitment charge of 0.75% on undisbursed balances. The Government 
of India is providing about Rs 850 crores and the National Thermal Power 
Corporation the balance of Rs 130 crores. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN 
in English 5 Apr 86 p 1] /9317 


April 10--The controversy cver creating 


ARMY HELICOPTER CONTROL--New Delhi, th the Government 


separate Army aviation corps has been resolved wi : : 
dechiinn to ieee the attack helicopter squadrons « the oo Rage ig A 
ibe CoS Gat contees + age i. ng pea gee Peston by the Air 

istry press release, will continue 2a an 7 
Suan. ” the Government had _— gong vie Daca i tase plete ee 

) ease said. e Gove ’ “seg v1 
pepsin gh n: Meviignet integration is necessary sions the arcaclbeg 
ment and the attack helicopter squadrons for optimum gor-govggtiiee Pig oe 
integration is possible within the existing structure , fie eye 
Air Force by rationalising the organisation and pros “ In this context 
helicopter squadrons, eas aad Ph paced seo 
it was decided that the attack helicopte d operation of 
The pilots would be trained in the tactics and op r 
the helicopter aeueienie and tank regiments to fully ys powongglinae via 
and anti-helicopter operations. Air observation post pinpegmlal Rice Pare 
flown by Army pilots but raised and maintained by the + oer peel 
future be the Army's assets, and be maintained by suita y oer vile 
technicians. The Army wouid a!so have its own none eT rs ys 9] 19317 
helicopters.--PTI [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English Pp 


the Army. 
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ACCORD WITH FAO--New Delhi, April 9--India and the United Nations Food and 
Agricuiture Organisation (FAO) signed an accord today to strengthen training 
in quality control of food meant for export. Under the agreement, initialled 
by the Commerce Ministry Joint Secretary, Mr D.P. Bagchi and FAO representa- 
tive in this country Mr E. Bejadzievski, the FAO would finance the new 
project on quality control. FAO experts would assist India in evolving local 
training programmes to ensure the high quality of food items and outline 

the legal requirements for their export.--UNI [Text] [Madras THE HINDU 

in English 11 Apr 86 p 9] /9317 


NEPALIS* EXODUS DENIED--Kathmandu, April 16 (PTI)--The Indian embassy here 
has denied reports in the local press alleging that thousands of Nepalis 
had been returning to Nepal after having lost their jobs in Meghalaya. 

In a press release on Monday, the embassy described the reports in a local 
weekly, Saptahik imarsh, last month as "misleading and factually incorrect." 
It said under existing regulations all foreign nationals in the restricted 
areas of northeast India, including Meghalaya, were required to obtain 
permits without which their residence would not be considered legal. A 
sizeable number of Nepalis nationals have been working in the coal mines 

of the Jaintia Hills of Meghalaya. The embassy claimed that of the Nepalis 
nationals working in the Jaintia Hills it was “estimated that very few have 
actually returned to Nepal, while most of them have chosen to stay on in 
different states of northeast India." [Text] [Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in 
English 17 Apr 86 p 3] /9317 


ADB LOAN APPROVED-~Bombay, April 15--The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has 
approved its first loan to India with a line of credit of $100 millions 
(Rs 124.50 crores) to the Industrial Credit and Investment Corporayion of 
India (ICICI). The loan, payable over 15 years, including a erace periot 
of three years, carries a fixed interest rate of 9.65 percent per annum or 

a variable interest rate at the borrower's option. An ADB relXase iere 

said the loan fitted with the Seventh Plan gives priority to mojern sation 
and expansion of the industriai sector. The loan will facilita® ICICI in 
fund raising, mainly from commercial sources.--PTI [Text] [Macas THE HINDU 
in English 16 Apr 86 p 9] /9317 


oe 


RAJYA SABHA ELECTION--New Delhi, April 15--Forty-five Rajya Sabh&menbers 

are retiring by the middle of July and e..2ctions to fill up these@seags from 
2ight States are expectec. to be held by tire end of June, the Elec salen 
mission Secretary, Mr R.F. Bhalla, said yesteisday, reports UNI. Ht s: id 

aere that there would be five vacancies in Maclhya Pradesh, six in lam. l 

Nadu, three in Orissa, six in Maharashtra, twe in Punjab, four in Raja,thanfi, 
l2 in Uttar Pradesh and seven in Bihar. Two Rajya Sabha members from 2 oryana 
would retire in August, he said. The Industry Minister, Mr Narayan pu 
Tiwari, the Congress (I) Working Committee president, Mr Kamala»vathi Tripathi, 
the AICC(L) general secretary, Mrs Najma Heptullah, Mr Sitaram <esari and 


Mr S.W. Dhabe (both Congress-S) were among those retiring, he siid. He said 
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a common programme for holding the elections would be announcea py tne 
first week of June. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 16 Apr 86 
p 12] /9317 


DEFENSE PRODUCTION POLICY--Dehradun, April 13 (PTI)--The Ministry of Defence 
is planning a major shift in defence production policy by taking up produc- 
tion of high technology value items through ordnance factories in the country 
and by transferring low technology value items to the public and private 
sectors. Disclosing this on Sunday, Union Minister of State for Defence 
Production Sukh Ram said the defence factories would shed production of low 
technology items in a phased manner. Mr Sukh Ram said the defence production 
factories in the country were manufacturing equipment and armament to the 
tune of Rs 1,353 crore annually. The country was self-sufficient to the 
extent of 98.1 percent in defence production, he said. [Text] [New Delhi 
PATRIOT in English 14 Apr 86 p 5] /9317 


ENVOY TO USSR--New Delhi, April 14 (PTI)--Mr T.N. Kaul, former foreign 
secretary, is being appointed India's ambassador to the Soviet Union, it 

is reliably learnt. Mr Kaul, who earlier too had a stint as ambassador 

in Moscow and also in Washington, was member of the UNESCO executive board. 
He succeeds Mr Nurul Hasan. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
15 Apr 86 p 1] /9317 


ENVOY TO U.S.--New Delhi, April 16--The Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, is 
reported to be thinking of offering the U.S. Ambassadorship to Mr B.K. 

Nehru if he is prepared to accept this assignment. As one who has served 
with distinction after retirement from ICS as Governor of Assam, Jammu 

and Kashmir and Gujarat with distinction, following his successful tenures 

as Ambassador in Washington and High Commissioner in London, he has been 
looking forward to a quiet retirement. But if the Prime Minister wants 

him to accept another term as Ambassador in Washington, Mr Nehru is not 
likely to decline it. As he has continued to maintain close contacts with 
important personalities it U.S. politics and business world, he would have 

no difficulty in adjusting himself to the new Washington atmosphere. A 
decision is expected after the "rime Minister has had time to have a detailed 
discussion with him on the sub-ect. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 

17 Apr 86 p 9] /9317 : 
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U.S. POSTAL SERVICE ACCUSED OF VIOLATING INTERNATIONAL CODE 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 6 Apr 86 p 3 


[Text] Tehran--ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY[IRNA]: As a result of negligence 
in the proper handling of parcel post packages which were mailed from the United 
States to Iran and which in some instances had cuts or lacerations with apparent 
removal of certain contents and alteration of their coverings, the Islamic Re- 
public's Ministry of Post, Telegraph and Telephone filed a complaint to the U,S. 
Postal Service. 


Mr Jafari, director general of Tehran's Postal Service Department while making 
the above statement also said: Furthermore, more than 3,000 parcel post packages 
which were mailed from Iran via Turkey for U.S. destinations have all been re- 
turned and thus they have caused our people to incur loss and certain damage. 


He went on to add: The United States Postal Service, in regard to the postal 
parcels which were mailed from that country for various destinations in Iran, 
has violated the purport of article 155 of the International Postal Convention 
and for this reason a complaint was filed with the U.S. Postal Service by the 
Ministry of Post, Telegraph and Telephone and in answer the Postal Servic: De- 
partment of the United States announced that any mishandling or apparent loss 
of articles took place in shipping and transportation before such postal p.urcels 
wer. delivered to Turkey's postal services. However, pertinent postal inve sti- 
gators will pursue the matter or behalf of the United States. & 

He further added: The postal exchange affairs of Iran with the United States 
have for many years been fraught with similar problems, namely violation of in- 
ternational postal codes by the United States. Moreover, since at the present . 
time postal service exchange between the two countries is not carried out di- 
rectly, in order to obviate the aforementioned inadequacies, there have been 
various negotiations and correspondence to that effect with the intermediary 
countries such as Turkey's postal exchange terminus. During one of the per- 
tinent negotiations in 1362 [21 March 1983 - 20 March 1984] we reached this 
conclusion to the effect that if the United States’ Postal Service does not pay 
proper attention to the continual protests and complaints of the Islamic Re- 
public, in a like manner Iran's Postal Service will be forced to stop accepting 
any and all parcel post packages which are dispatched from the Unisted States. 


85 oi 














Mr Jafari also said: As a result of this counterclaim by the Islamic Republic, 
by means of a telegram the United States' Postal Service promised to observe the 
international postal codes. 


Notwithstanding, as of five months ago, the U.S. Postal Service returned over 
3,000 parcel post packages which contained foodstuffs. Mr Jafari further added: 
After strong protests by the Iranian Postal Service, the United States’ Postal 
Service announced in writing that the Agriculture Department of the United States 
does not allow the import of foodstuffs from Iran. In order to prevent people 
from sustaining further loss or damages, all post offices have been duly notified 
not to accept any parcel post packages which are going to the United States which 
contain foodstuffs. 


He also said: The majority of the aforementioned packages were insured and we 
are puvsuing the matter through the International Postal Union so that according 
co the existing postal rules and regulations we can be compensated by the U.S. 
Postal Service. 


Mr Jafari further added: Those packages which are not completely damaged will 
be sent to their forwarders in Iran. 
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COMPLETION OF PIPELINE, POWER PLANT, OTHER PROJECTS REPORTED 


London MIDDLE EASTERN ECONOMIC DIGEST/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in 
English 4 Apr 86 pp ll, 14 


[Text] Pipeline is stt1l a priority 


The 380-kilometre Moharram oil export pipeline scheme will go ahead despite 
delays, according to Kamal Kharrazi, head of the Supreme Defence Council's 
information headquarters. “It is still a priority project, he said in London 
on his way home from a visit to Cuba. 


The pipeline is aimed at providing a safer alternative to Kharg island for 
crude exports. It will run from the main pumping station at Gurreh, on the 
mainland north of Kharg, to either Asaluyeh or Taheri, in the Kangan region. 
Cost of the scheme is estimated at about $1,500 million. 


International pipeline construction firms submitted bids for the scheme in 
December 1985. A group led by South Korea's Daewoo Corporation was low 
bidder. Iran's lack of response has sparked off speculation tiat the scheme 
has been cancelled. : 


Kharrazi said much of the infrastructural work along the pipeline route has 
been completed by the Construct.on Crusade Ministry. He could not say why the 
selection of an international ccntractor has been delayed. 


France continues power scheme 


France's Al3thom is continuing work on the 774-MW Tabriz power station, 
despite the recent expulsion cf some of its technicians, the company says. 
The first unit y’1l start operating in early June “if there are no more 
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The plant has 
was uding f 









en in the construction stage for nearly 10 years; completion 
the February 1979 revolution, the Gulf war and other factors, 
rosion of some of the equipment. But payments have generally 


y time, the spokesman says. 
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Alsthom ha; about 20 techni::ians at the site near Tabriz, some of then living 
with their familtes in the gity. Three were expelled in early March, accused 
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of espionage. The expulsions are believed to have been in retaliation for 
France's earlier expulsion of four Iranians, as well as two Iraqi dissidents 
sent back to Iraq. 


The Alsthom spokesman says there could be delays in starting up the first unit 
if some of the technicians demand to be pulled out. Several wanted to go back 


to France during the Iranian Now Ruz (new year) holidays which started on 21 
March. 


South Korea's Daelim and Yugoslavia's Mavrovo are also working at the site. 
In 1984 Iranian officials said they hoped to have both units of the plant 
operating by the end of 1985. 


Two more tankers hit 


Two tankers on the Kharg-Sirrt oil shuttle were damaged by Iraqi aircraft on 
20 March, bringing to seven the number hit while making the run in the past 
month. The 122,348-tin Liberian vessel Atlanticos was set ablae ty a missile 
while at anchor off cbecs island; it was towed to Dubai after tle f. re was put 
out three days later. §The 134,00l1-~ton Cypriot-flag Superior wa: damazed only 
slightly. ° 


Iran is seeking a 12placgnent for the 262,208-ton Achievement, Hit in an 
earlier attack. It has also inquired about a 350,000-ton tanker{to be used 
for storage purpose: at Sirri. The London daily Lloyd's List sa¥s there is 
speculation that Irn intends to raise storage capacity at sireiy to 2.5 
million tonnes, fro. 2.2 million tonnes. 


The attack's effec® on oil 2xports is not clear. Analysts estimate 
production in the first 10 diys of March at 1.4 million-1l.7 million barreis a 
day (b/d); about 700,000 b/d is held back for domestic purposes. 


Iranian officials claim expor$s have been reduced, in an effort to halt the 
recent 3lide in oil prices. Mwever, between 10-16 March, output is reported 
to have risen to nearly 2.6 million b/d, which would allow exports of well 
above the 1.6 milllon-b/d OPEC quota. 


In Brief 


The UK's Tate Pipe Lining Processes has just commissioned pipe-lining 
equipment it supplied to the Tehran Regional Water Board in mid-1984. The 
equipment can line steel pipes up to 12 metres Long and ranging from 700-1,600 
millimeters in diameter. . 

A Japanese delegation headed by repre serf-atives of[ the Mitsui group is to 
visit Tehran by mid-April to discuss@iiffi'erencgs about the future of the 
$4,000 million joint-venture Bardar Bhong:ini petrophemicals complex. Iran 
recently refused to make an juterest Jpay ient or a Fapanese loan for the 
scheme. 

















Haft Tapneh Cane Sugar Agro-industrial Company invites bids for the supply of 
1,000 gas-operated room air-conditioners. Closing date is 18 May. 


Telecommunications Company of Iran invites bids for the supply of 1,000 
transformers and 3,630 fuses for lightning conductors. Closing date is 14 
June. 


The Ports & Shipping Organisation plans to set up a computerized system to 
speed up clearance o£ containers at ports. An official says present port 
facilities can handle 33.5 million tons a year; ship waiting times are nil. 


UK businessman John Fowler Hay was sentenced by a court tin Winchester, 
Hampshire, to four years in prison for fraudulently claiming insurance on 
L500,000 ($730,000) worth of batteries destroyed after he failed to sell them 
to Iran. The batteries were said to have been blown up by two Iraqis--one of 
them on the staff of the Iraqi embassy in London--at Eastleigh airport; Hay 
had convinced them that the batteries were being sent to Iran for use in 
missiles aime? at Baghdad. 


Two former managers of Austria's Inter srading--the international arm of 
Voest-Alpine--have been arrested in Austria on charges of fraud, manipulation 
of accounts and falsification of documents. The company in 1985 made Losses 
of $232 million on speculative barter deals involving Iran and other 
countries. Those held are former assistant managing director Roland Lettner 
and former financial manager Tankred Hermentin; an international arrest 
warrant has been issued for former chief trader Gernot Preschern. 


The National Iranian Drilling Company drilled 100,560 metres of oil and gas 
wells, on and offshore, in the Iranian year ended 20 March. Production has 
started at 50 wells. 





Security force; in the southeastern province of Sistan-Baluchistan confiscated 
$165 million worth of smuggled carpets and drugs in the Iranian year ended 20 
March. Carpets accounted for $150 million of the total; they were allegedly 
being smuggled abroad to pay for drug supplies. 


The Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps' (IRGC's) air force unit will be formed 
soon, according to IRGC commander Mohsen Rafiqdoust. The budget for the new 
unit--the IRGC already has naval and ground forces--was recently approved by 
the majlis (parliament). 


The government employs 1.5 million people according to Prime Minister Hossain 
Moussavi. 


Tehran university, in co-operation with the Foreign Affairs Ministry, is 
resuming Persian language courses for foreigners, the university announced in 
mid-March. 


The Industrial & Scientific Reserch Organisation says it has developed an 
automatic Lathe which, when mass produced, will cost much less than imported 
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verstons from Brazil and India, the official Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) reports. 


The commander of the Islamic Revolution's Committees (IRC's) will be selected 
from nominees proposed by the Interior Ministry, according to legislation 
passed by the majlis (parliament). The bill formalises the structure and 
operations of the IRC's, which were set up after the February 1979 revolution. 


Iraqi defectors who have received military training are being sent to the 


occupied Iraqi peninsula of Fao to carry out “police duties,” according to the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps. 


/13104 
CSO: 4600/312 
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JPRS-NEA+86-06/ 
30 May 1986 


TRAN 


GERMAN TV PROGRAM DISCUSSES ‘IMPOSED WAR' 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 6 Apr 86 pp 6, 14 


[Text] Frankfurt--KEYHAN Branch Office--The following statements are transla- 
tions of a German TV program. This program which is titled "Frueh-Schoppen," 

is a television round-table talk show which discusses the week's most important 
events. This program is broadcast every Sunday from 12:00 to 13:00 p.m. with 
the participation of five correspondents from five countries. For thirty years 
now this program has been uninterruptedly televised every week under the super- 
vision of Werner Hoefer and it is one of the popular constants watched by many 
sermans and foreigners alike on Sunday afternoons. Despite its extraordinary 
popularity which has caused thirty years of perpetuity, one can not say that the 
organizers of this program have always been very successful in locating or iden- 
tifying the genuine experts on pertinent issues of discussion. 


Narrow-mindedness and unfamiliarity with the subjects outside the realm of Euro- 
pean culture have played a role in not doing justice to the subject in question. 
Of course, one has to add that tight schedules and variety of events have further 
exacerbated the situation. The following discussion, likewise has not been ex- 
empt from such restrictions. However, there are some hidden truths in the state- 
ments which are worth reading. Not that a Persian reader is probably unaware 

of the facts, but for the mere reason that he should witness through practical 
experience that the representatives of European mass-media are also aware of these 
facts as well. And if the politicians or statesmen of such countries do not open- 
ly protest all the injustice which is being directed at our people, it is not 
because of their unawareness, but it is merely for political and economic reasons 
or opportunism which is also called political pragmatism. Those who theoretical- 
ly support humanism, in practice follow the path of opportunists and forget about 
all humanity. Otherwise, there is no reason why they should remain silent in 

the face of blatant violation and use of chemical weapons or bombardment of the 
cities. 





The participants of this TV program consist of the following: 

Werner Hoefer, program director. 

Farhad Afshar, independent Iranian correspondent residing in Switzerland. 
Faruq Farhan, Iraqi correspondent for Arabic magazines, residing in Bonn. 
Paul-Jean Franceschini, LE MONDE correspondent, Hamburg. 


Andreas Kohlschuetter, Swiss correspondent for WELTWOCHE and DIE ZEIT magazines, 
Hamburg. 
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Peter Scholl-Latour, German correspondent, publisher of DER STERN, Hamburg. 


Hoefer to Scholl-Latour: Exactly seven years ago you made an interesting trip 
from Paris to Tehran. 


Scholl-Latour: Yes, the flying-carpet journey. 


Hoefer: The most famous and interesting passenger on the plane was an indivi- 
dual called imam Khomeyni, he was not yet ayatollah... 


Scholl-Latour: Yes, even then he was an ayatollah... 


Hoefer: Well, even then he was one: Did you think that after overthrowing the 
shah's regime, two years into imam Khomeyni's regime and the revolution that the 
government would become so entangled in a war with world-wide dimensions. A 
war in which Iran could show such resistance and extraordinary perseverance? 


Scholl-Latour: Of course I could not imagine that the war would become so multi- 
dimensional. However, a short while after the return of imam Khomeyni to Iran, 

I made a trip to the Kordestan region and right then and there I noticed that 

all the necessary elements for an encounter were present. 


Hoefer: Mr Kohlschuetter, who started it all! When there is a fight in the 
school-yard and a teacher tries to play the referec, the first question he asks 
is who started it? Now, in the Persian Gulf war, who began first? 





Kohlschuetter: Physically speaking, the Iraqis started the war. Iraq was the 
aggressor. In the spring of 1980, with the deployment of 200,000 troopsyto their 
borders the Iraqis prepared themselves for the war. That is quite clear up to 
this point. However, we cannot separate the issue from an historical, political 
or cultural predisposition while at the same time some inexpedient and unbecoming 
instigations were provoked by Iran such as the installation of a liberal army in 
Iraq and border clashes and skirmishes which continued like a game of ping pong. 
Anyway, Iraq did not attack Iran all of a sudden and without reason, however 
physically speaking and from the viewpoint of international law, Iraq is the ag- 
gressor. 


Hoefer: Apparently, the lie for fixing the blame of the war will be part of the 
history of the war. By the way Mr Farhan, in my view [of course you might have 
another opinion] the majority of the world is of the opinion that Iraq, as was 
mentioned by Mr Kohlschuetter, physically, technically and practically started 
this war. 


Farhan: I,positively reject this claim. There are very firm indications that 
Iraq did not start this war. Here, today we cannot clearly determine the issue 
of the war--as to who the culprit was. If we look back, during the shah's reign, 
Iran entered into an agreement with Iraq under the name of the Algerian Pact. 
This covenant had four principal articles, the delineation of the borders of the 
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two countries and non-interference in the internal affairs of one state by another. 
These issues are all interrelated and cannot be separated. 


During the reign of Mr Khomeyni, [Iranians did not observe the rules of this pact, 
and on the contrary, they called it null and void and interfered in the internal 
affairs of Iraq. Before the war had officially begun on September 22, Iran pub- 
lished four military communiques and announced that it had attacked the Iraqi 
forces. 


Afshar: If you remember the existing unpleasant political situation at that time, 
Iran was not ready to start a war--when it had to fight the Kords and the dissi- 
dent students. I[t was Iraq which seized the opportunity and invaded iran. Not 
only did it interfere in the internal affairs of Iran, but it went so far in its 
interference as to call one of the Iranian provinces "Arabestan" and intended to 
set up an independent government there. These are all facts. In any event, the 
issue today is not who really started the war, but the ramifications and the re- 
sultant divarications are concerned. Otherwise, from the viewpoint of history 

and public opinion, it is quite clear that Iraq started the war. 


Kohlschuetter: Perhaps it can be said that it is quite clear for the public 
opinion, however, that there are certain extenuating circumstances. If we want 
to go according to our penal Laws, we can say that an offense has definitely 
taken place, yet there are some extenuating circumstances as well. 


Scholl-Latour: But on the part of Iraq, there were some miscalculations and 
they thought that if they kept their tanks rolling toward Abadan, Iran would 
immediately disintegrate. 





Hoefer: Mr Franceschini what is your opinion? 


Franceschini: At the start of the war, the Iraqis thought that they would be 
able to overthrow the [ranian regime by flipping a finger. This was an incorrect 
or miscalculated investment on the part of Saddam... 


Kohlschuetter: ...In an egomaniacal trance. If we consider the hostorical 
situation of the beginning of the war we find that after Sadat entered into a 
special agreement with Israel he left the Arab camp and Saddam intended to fill 
this vacuum. He called himself the protector of the Arab interests versus the 
Islamic revolution, and on the ohter hand, there was fear among the Persian Gulf 
littoral states... Moreover, Saddam Hoseyn intended to become a great leader 

of the non-aligned countries too. 


All these circumstances created a kind of feeling in him that no matter how or 
what, he would be victorious, and that he could become victorious, and all these 
led to incorrect analyses which dragged him into the war. Here we must say that 
he was pushed into the war. The United States and all the other countries of 
the Persian Gulf littoral region who were afraid of Khomeyni pushed him [Saddam] 
into the war. 








Farhan: I don't agree with you in this regard. Saddam Hoseyn wanted only to 
defend Iraqi interests and not all that of the Arab world. Very clearly in an 
interview with DER SPIEGEL he announced this matter. In answer to the question 
of whether [raq intended to replace Egypt, he said Iraq only intended to be Iraq 
ind nothing else. Iraq belongs to the Arab world and it can help these countries 
to safeguard their existence, but Iraq will not take over Egypt's role. 


Kohlschuetter: You remember just before the start of the war what Saddam Hoseyn 
said in the Arab charter in which he stressed the leadership role of Iraq... 


-arhan: ... There is no way that you can prove that an Iraqi official said that 
he intended to overthrow the ruling regime of Iran. 


Hoefer: It is five and a half years that the war has been going on. There have 
been many offensives and counter-offensives. The Iranians stage an offensive 
attack and the Iraqis repel it, even if they have to use chemical weapons, then 
after a few weeks the situation returns to normal again. 


Mr Scholl-Latour, when the war started, as was stated by Mr Afshar, Iran was in 
an unfavorable situation. And as you know God is with the powerful folks... 


Scholl-Latour: Wo, God is with those who have patience... 





Hoefer: Yes, with both those who have patience and with the powerful as well: 





Scholl-Latour: God also has a strong battalion here [namely, Muslems residing 
in Germany]. 


Hoefer: Do motivation and religious fanaticism give this tragedy-stricken na- 
tion so much resistance? 


Scholl-Latour: I think so, however I don't think that all the Iranian people 
support this war. There is great dissatisfaction in the cities, particularly 
in Tehran. There is not a single family which has not lost one of its members 
in the war 


There is exhaustion as a result of the war, however, on the other hand, there 
is also a religious enchantment too. One can explain all the failures and suc- 
cesses of the war through this metaphysical entity. [Editorial note: It seems 
that Mr Scholl-Latour is not aware of the demonstrations for Qods day which at- 
tracted several million people or the triumphant anniversary of the revolution, 
of 11 February in Tehran, or similarly the warm welcome of the masses for going 
to the battlefront which cannot be described as exhaustion from the war]. Their 
success is a result of the fact that the Iranians, even their teenage soldiers 
pass through and over the mine-fields without fear--on the other hand, the I[ra- 
nians miscalculation had a religious motive. After unexpectedly they succeeded 
in driving the Iraqis back from Khorramshahr, the Iranian army did not in its 
best position pursue the Iraqis, they thought that since 60 percent of the Iraqis 














are Shiites they will rise up against Iraq and the Iraqi government would crumble, 
so it was not necessary to follow them to their doorsteps. 


Farhan: Yes, on July 30, 1982 they invaded the Iraqi territory. They staged 
five large attacks which were all repelled. 


Hoefer: Mr Afshar you are an Iranian, not Mr Scholl-Latour. Is an [ranian 
spirit, an Iranian religiosity, and an Iranian fanaticism sufficient to creat« 


so great a sense of devotion and sacrifice in people? 


Afshar: From the [ranian viewpoint this is a divine or spiritual end result. 


It is not the spirit of war-mongering or a resultant esctasy from the war, but 
a decisive and sober conclusion to drag the war into the territory of the per- 
petrator. 


Hoefer: Do all the children who are sent by ayatollah Khomeyni to face the 
enemy's fire really believe that if they are killed they will go to heaven as 
martyrs? 


Afshar: Not all those children. Most certainly, many of them who become cap- 
tives might feel sorry for their own plight. But those who go to war with the 
intent of becoming a martyr, believe in the fact that they are sacrificing them- 
selves for God's sake and it is not a useless cause. 


Hoefer: What is the motive of an Iraqi soldier? 


Farhan: The motive for an Iraqi soldier is his patriotism and the threat from 
Iran which is felt by our army, and all the Iraqi people. 


Hoefer: Mr Farhan, in some of the central European hospitals and other hospitals 
close to where we are, there are Iranian soldiers who are victims of chemical 

and toxic weapons. Most certainly some of these soldiers will yet better, how- 
ever they will suffer the consequences of their wounds for the rest of their 
lives. All because your country deployed chemical weapons. Why? 


Farhan: My country did not use chemical weapons. Iraq does not need to deploy 
chemical weapons. Iran makes such assertions only at a time when once more one 
of its large offensives has failed and as a result it comes up with such non- 
sensical pronouncements. This time the Iranian troops themselves used chemical] 
weapon against our people. 


Afshar: This is something quite clear, it is not an assertion by the Iranian 
doctors, but those are the statements of European doctors who are trying to treat 
the victims and who are confirming the use of of chemical and toxic weapons. 


Farhan: Troops from both sides are quite close to one another, when the Iranian 
army uses chemical weapons, their own soldiers also become victims. 


95 




















Afshar: Until now, [ran has desisted from using chemical weapons, but let me 
assure you that if Iraq continues its violation of the Geneva Convention as be- 
fore, the time will come when Iran will not be able to hold back anymore. 


Franceschini: Unfortunately, we cannot deny the fact that toxic chemicals have 
been used. But, why? Perhaps, because of the peculiarities of this war and as 
a deterrent tactic to hold back the advance of the wave of humanity where Iraq 
has seen it necessary to do so. It is a desperate act. One can understand the 
reason why, but it is an unpardonable act and there is no explanation for it. 


Scholl-Latour: Even in WW II, they did not deploy chemical or toxic gas. Un- 
fortunately, the use of this gas began from the date when Iraq deployed such 
weapons. Aithough such weapons are still being used, yet there has not been 
any harsh reaction by the world people to such actions, however, all the people 
in the world are objecting or protesting the stockpiling of chemical weapons 
here and there and some in Germany. Would it not be better if they protested 
the present deployment of such weapons first? 


Kohlschuetter: In addition to what you said, if the news is correct, supposedly 
the toxic or chemical weapons are exported from Germany and Central Furope to 
there and they also use the herbicides which are provided by Germany. 


Farhan: Let's not enter secondary or minor issues here... 


Afshar: Toxic gas is not a secondary issue, it is an issue which deals with 
human beings. 


Farhan: These are side issues or corollaries. If Iraq had used toxic gas, like 
you, [ would also codemn it. Iraq has not deployed those types of chemical weap- 
ons and it is not in possession of such weapons either. When you strictly talk 
about the consequences of the war you forget something that the war itself has 

to be totally condemned. Let's see which side is eager to continue the war, 

Iran or Iraq? Let's see what is the objective of either side? Iraq is a pro- 
ponent of peace and demands respect for her territorial integrity and it supports 
any and all efforts for peace... 


Kohlschuetter: ... Only since the day it was defeated. 
Farhan: ... And Iran rejects any and all the proposals. 


Hoefer: Mr Franceschini can you tell us what is reflected in the UN Security 
Council plan which is going to be put to vote tomorrow? 


Franceschini: As usual, both sides will be asked to immediately put an end to 
the war. Regarding the principal issue, as who started the war the tone is very 


cautious. 


Hoefer: Is it possible to hazard a conjecture as to who will approve and who is 
going to reject the plan? 


96 








Franceschini: I would think that the United States, France and England will 
approve it--but the point is that everyone knows it is all words and no action. 


Hoefer: Peter Scholl-Latour indeed made a good point regarding the fact that 
we must take measures to counteract the deployment of chemical weapons. Mr 
Kohlschuetter how do you think that the pro and con sentiments regarding this 
matter are divided, say from Qaddafi's Libya to Saudi Arabia? 


Kohlschuetter: The majority of the pro sentiments goes for Iraq, although, in 
the recent past, especially in the Persian Gulf states, there is a palpable 
gravitation toward Iran, since they realize that they cannot continue the same 
situation forever. In other words, the present situation forebodes the danger 
of expansion of the war which is quite contrary to the interests of the Gulf 
states. Although those countries, as a result of their fear of the onslaught 
of imam Khomeyni's revolution have supported Iraq, yet one can discern an ap- 
preciable change in their behavior. This change of behevior has not as yet 
been reflected in the UN resolutions. 


A few countries such as Syria and Libya supported Iran from the very beginning. 
Israel is a silent supporter who only gives out arms. Israel, on the one hand 
is afraid of Iraq and on the other would like to see the two warring opponents 
continue the war to the point of exhaustion. It is as a result of such entan- 
glement between Iran and Iraq that Israel has had a free hand in its adventurist 
pursuits in Lebanon. 


Hoefer: Do you agree Mr School-Latour? 
Scholl-Latour: Yes, I agree. 


Afshar: Perhaps, here one can say that there has been a clash between the in- 
terests of the superpowers and in reality it has lost its true meaning. Here 
the two superpowers are not facing one another although they both support Iraq. 
There is an ambiguous situation here, where Iran is in the minority and it en- 
joys much less support. 


Farhan: Now, the question is, why does Iraq have so many supporters: The Per- 
sian Gulf states, other Arab countries, France, the Soviet Union and other coun- 
tries all support Iraq since Iraq is seeking an immediate cease-fire, and it is 
making an effort for amicable negotiations to bring about peace. If one day 
Iran succeeds in affixing Iraq, as is said by Hojjat ol-Eslam Rafsanjani, the 
rest of the Gulf states will drop in Iran's lap like well-ripened fruit. 


Afshar: Such statements are pure day-dreams in order to frighten away our neigh- 
bors and they no longer hold water. Iran absolutely does not have any territo- 


rial claim either over Iraq or any other Gulf states. 


Scholl-Latour: I would like to further narrow this statement. Of course neither 
the Iranians nor ayatollah Khomeyni want to annex Iraq to Iran, however they 
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intend very much to set up an Islamic Republic similar to the one in Tehran 
ver there in Iraq. 


Kohlschuetter: Even if they set up an Islamic Republic there, it must be con- 
siderei the whipping boy satellite of Iran! I don't think so. As you know 
the source of altercation goes back a few centuries. 


oefer: If in the Wes’, in the heart of Europe there was not such a powerful 
country as France which puts various kinds of armaments at Iraq's disposal and 
provides it with the necessary military guidance, that country would have crum- 
bled by now. 


Franceschini: Not only France, the Soviet Union too. 
farhan: Are Iranians fighting without weapons? 
efer: Let him finish his statement. 


Franceschini: It is quite correct. France, at first thought that the disin- 
tegration of Iraq would forebode disaster for moderate Arab nations who are po- 
litical cohorts of France. 


At that time there was a particular gravitation toward Iraq. The then-prime 
minister, Jacque Chirac was a personal friend of Saddam Hoseyn and he travelled 

to Baghdad a few times. Thus for this and other historical reasons, France played 
a special role and now France has become an Iraqi base in the West and under such 
circumstances a strange situation has come to pass. Iraq's financial debt to 
France has reached such proportions that is has become a government secret. No 
matter how hard I tried, I could not discover the correct figure of this debt in 
Paris. 


Hoefer: France is paying the price for this friendship. 

Kohlschuetter: Mr Franceschini, do you think France agrees with the statements 
of Kissinger who said that it would be in the interest and advantage of the 
United States if neither of the warring countries becomes victorious? Does 


France confirm such an opinion? 


Hoefer: This is exactly what our discussion is all about. Neither victorious 
nor vanquished. 


Franceschini: Most certainly, yes. 


Hoefer: Mr Scholl-Latour, the world is not confined to France alone. Please 
vive us a brief answer to this question: Which side does the United States sup- 


port: 


Scholl-Latour: Iraq of course. 
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Hoefer: Which side is the Federal Republic of Germany supporting? 
Scholl-Latour: Neither side. 
Hoefer: How about the European Community? 


Scholl-Latour: The European Community does not have a joint foreign policy 
posture. 


Hoefer: Mr Kohlschuetter, what is your opinion? 


Kohischuetter: These statements should be scrutinized more closely. Of course 
this is an official policy. I think that the superpowers and other medium-powers 
are quite aware of the strategic significance of Iran and that none of these 
nations would like to see Iran wasted. Even the United States foreign policy 

is quite wary not to lose total grip over Iran. Iran has a key strategic position 
and that is the reason for so much flexibility and compliancy accorded to that 
country. The trip to Tehran by the deputy foreign minister of the USSK after 
Saddam Hoseyn's travel to Moscow all goes back to the same reason. Such com- 
pliance and flexibility accorded by the superpowers are duly guarded by those 
powers. 


Scholl-Latour: To complete these statements, we also must mention the fact that 
the United States has not yet forgotten the nightmare of the hostages, and sim- 
ilarly the Soviet Union is wary about the spread of an Islamic revolution to one 
of its republics or to Afghanistan in the long run. 





Kohlschuetter: For this reason the war is still continuing. It is in the in- 
terest of the superpowers that this war go on. 


Afshar: But right now a new strategic situation is evolving. Finally the super- 
powers have realized that Iran can also bring about strategic transformations 

as well. For instance, Al-Fajr-8 operations in the first place were not military 
operations but political attacks. For the first time Iraq's connection to the 
Persian Gulf has been severed. This action not only is significant militarily, 
but also has political consequences as well. Now, the financial supporters of 
Iraq see that there is the possibility of severing relations with Iraq. 


Hoefer: Peter Scholl-Latour, in that region everything revolves around oil and 
religion. We talked a little about religion, what can we say about the oil? 
Yesterday there was a bit of surprising news which you might be able to explain. 
Iran proposed stopping the extraction of oil for a few weeks. 


Scholl-Latour: The price of oil has deplorably come down for the oil-producing 
countries, besides Iran always used to undercut the going price of oil. For in- 
stance, when the price of a barrel of oil was $15, Iran would sell its oil for 

$12 or $13 a barrel. Now this sharp price decrease has caused a problem for Iran. 
However, if the extraction of oil is discontinued for a short period, its price 
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will go up again and there will be a better market situation for its sale. Al- 
though this is a sacrifice on the part of Iranians, in the long run they stand 
to benefit from it. This is really a great miracle that Iran has shown such 
economic stability which no one could possibly believe. 


Hoefer: Mr Kohlschuetter, let's suppose that Iran does not become victorious 

in the war. Do you think that this will cause a change of the regime? With due 
consideration to the fact that ayatollah Khomeyni's life is not going to be per- 
manent either. 


Kohlschuetter: The fact is that Iran is not going to lose this war and at the 
same time it cannot put an end to it. However, if Khomeyni's government, through 
a victory in the war proves to the nation that the war was worth the sacrifice 
and as far as the Islamic theory of triumph and success is concerned, their ob- 
jective has been met, they will not continue the war, otherwise the war will go 
on. The question here is when will this war see a cease fire and under what con- 
ditions will Iran remain the belligerent party for a long time in the future. 
Here we ought to remember that the geostrategic situation of Iran, its manpower, 
its economic power, its power of religion and its geographic significance are 
some of the long-term advantages for that nation. Iraq realizes this fact and 
resorts to desperate acts, such as deployment of chemical weapons and bombing 

of cities and oil-tankers. Such desperate blows are the results of a party to 

a war who is sensing danger. Anyway, it is not possible for Iran to lose the 
war. The question is how can it help to end it. We ought to focus our attention 
on this kind of humanistic thought. 


Hoefer: Paul-Jean Franceschini, many Iranians reside abroad, particularly in 
Paris and they hope and look forward to the day when there will be changes in 
their country or they are trying to bring about a change if they can. Do you 
think that such hopes are interrelated with the outcome of the end of the war? 


Franceschini: I don't think such groups as for example the Mojaheddin, who are 
probably the ones you had in mind and who are as fanatical as the ruling govern- 
ment itself, can have any role in the transformation of the war. Such trans- 
formations are possible from within the government and as long as ayatollah 
Khomeyni is around I don't think there will be any appreciable changes in their 
stance toward the war. 


Hoefer: Mr Scholl-Latour, how do you predict the turn of the future events in 
Iran? 


Scholl-Latour: To tell the truth, even the army cannot perturb the future of 
the Islamic Republic since the army itself has turned Islamic and it follows an 
Islamic line. The Guards Corps is an interesting thing to mention in this re- 
gard since in the intervening interval it has become a very powerful force and 
they remind one of the followers of the Shiite dervishes' sect or orders from 
among whom the Safavid dynasty came to power and ruled Iran for a while. In 

my opinion, through force and intensified action the Guards Corps will determine 
the future of the Islamic Republic. 
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Afshar: I am sure that all the activities of the dissident groups residing a- 
broad are but day-dreams. Now the days of the Mojaheddin, who have turned ter- 
rorist, and other groups are gone. Only those who are inside Iran and in power 
are making the decisions. This is but a reverie to think that it is possible 
to extinguish the flames of the revolution so easily and go back to the former 
situation. 


Hoefer: Do you confirm what Peter Scholl-Latour said--that even the army has 
become Islamicized. 


Afshar: Yes. 


Farhan: I would like to go back to what I said before. Here the public opinion 
of the German nation must be made quite clear regarding the danger of the war. 
Therefore, it is not correct to say that every country is helping Iraq for po- 
litical and economic reasons. Another issue which I would like to touch on is 
that the significance of the victory and defeat is only dependert on the goals 
of the two warring nations who deteriiine their own objectives. The Iranian goal 
is to overthrow the political system of Iraq and affix our country to Iran. 


As Peter Scholl-Latour has written in one of his articles, the Iranians, through 
the inculcation of their leaders, are consumed with the desire to conquer Karbala. 
This is a political objective, namely dividing or partitioning Iraq. 

Hoefer: Mr Farhan, let me ask a fundamental question. 

Farhan: Let me finish my statements... 

Hoefer: These trifles have no place here. The question was: The victorious 
or the defeated. However, following that question, another more important ques- 
tion should be asked as to when and under what circumstances this war can be 
ended! We hope that it will not go on for thirty years. 

Farhan: You are empowered by the Iraqi nation to say here that Iraq does not 
have any preconditions for peace, that Iraq is seeking an immediate cease fire 
and the start of the peace negotiations. 


toefer: Accepting the former official borders? 


Farhan: I'm not a spokesman for Iraq, but as far as I know, Iraq is ready to 
withdraw its troops to the pre-war positions. 


Afshar: The matter is quite clear. Iran cannot negotiate with a military dic- 
tator who has started the war. I mean Saddam's person and his close cronies. 


Hoefer: That means that Saddam Hoseyn has to go. 


Afshar: Yes, Saddam Hoseyn has to go so that a new solution can be found for 
peace. 
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Hoefer: Mr Franceschini, how and under what conditions can this war be ended 


Franceschini: As long as Iran is seeking the downfall of its main enemy, thers 
is no possibility for a face-to-face talk with Saddam. 


Farhan: That is clear interference in the internal affairs of Iraq. Whether _ 
Saddam Hoseyn is a dictator or not is none of iran's business. That's something 

which concerns only the Iraqis and they will decide on that, and not the Iranian 
regime. The six years of war quite clearly has proven that the Iraqis support 


their own president and not imam Khomeyni. 


= 


Franceschini: But this condition pertaining to the overthrow or downfall « 
Saddam Hoseyn cannot be the base on which to set up negotiations. 


Hoefer: From the very beginning, France has been helping Iraq and it has had 
quite considerable clout throughout the world. Can not your country help in 
bringing an end to this war by exerting some influence through the delivery 
armament? 


—s 


Farhan: ... You should also ask other countries to withhold arms delivery to Iran. 
Hoefer: Of course. 


Franceschini: There is a small town in France called Bourges which has a popula- 
tion of 50,000 who live on the income of the missiles which are sold to Iraq. 


Kohlschuetter: In my opinion, the interests and benefits of many people depend 
on the continuation of this war. Of course, there will be a tough period afte: 


the war for Iran. In the period after the war the revolution could be realized. 
The revolution, until now has been confined to the overthrow of the shah's re- 
gime and the establishment of an Islamic Republic, however so far no major social 
and economic developments have taken place and these will be some of the issu 
which have to be dealt with after the war. We also have to add the issue o! 
Khomeyni's successor. At any rate, the issue of the end of the war is not 


easy for Iran. 


Hoefer: With due consideration to the past, how do you explain this contradi: 

tion: France is a country which has always kept its doors open to those peopl: 
who had to live in exile, it was the country which gave asylum to Khomeyni and 
later on freely let him go back to his own country, but right now France is an 
ally of Iraq. 


Scholl-Latour: The French army brass, who have a more realistic view of the 
situation, consider this kind of absolute or outright guarantee versus iraq a 
mistake. Of course in the defensive Iraqi war the strong elements of Arab pa 
triotism is quite evident which should not be forgotten in this discussion. 


Hoefer: Mr Scholl-Latour, you have the last word. How is this war going to 
end? When and under what conditions will it come to an end? By the mere force 
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of the two belligerent parties to the war or by those nations who have no part 
in the war? 


Scholl-Latour: The war can go on for a long time. Now a fundamental change has 
come about in that those security organizations of the world which never believed 
that Iran would be able to crack the Iraqi troops--because of the superior fraqi 
position in its accessibility to better armament paraphernalias--have begun to 
rethink their thoughts. After the Al-Faw operations the probability of this suc- 
cess has become ever more feasible. Of course, Khomeyni's final goal is the ex- 
pansion of the Islamic revolution throughout the Islamic regions. 


Hoefer: Thus I have to correct my own statement. In the first place, this war 
has nothing to do with oil, although it has occurred in an oil-producing region-- 
but it is a religious war in an Islamic region. 


Scholl-Latour: It should be noted that as far as the third-world nations are 
concerned, we always think or talk about economic motives, whereas here there 
are stronger ideological and religious motives involved. 


Hoefer: From the history of Europe we know that the religious wars are the worst, 
harshest and the longest of all wars. 


Farhan: And as for Iraq this is a vital struggle. 


Hoefer: I think there has been enough bloodshed in the littoral regions of the 
Persian Guld. We hope that this war, for which one cannot find any words to ex- 
plain the reason for its start, could come to an end with the help of the United 
States, the Soviet Union, France, other countries and probably the neutral Ger- 
many as you said. 


Answer to Questions [From TV Viewers] 


According to the usual format of this program, at the end of each such round- 
table talk the viewers can call the host and discuss or ask their own questions 
regarding the topic of the show and such questions are generally answered by the 
participants in the program. The following section reflects the question and 
answers pertaining to the last segment of this round-table talk session. 


Hoefer: Here is the question from a person named Assad Baka'i, an associate 
professor who is residing in Cologne and who is apparently not a native... 


Scholl-Latour: ... The first Christians who arrived in Cologne were Syrians. 


Hoefer: He is asking whether there is such a thing as an Iranian fanaticism, 
which I mentioned by the way--don't you mean an Islamic fanaticism? 


Scholl-Latour: Every Muslem will strongly reject the word fanaticism. They 
will tell you that it is nothing but the power of religion and furthermore in 
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the medieval centuries no one talked about Christian fanaticism but they used 
to call it religious zeal or fervency. 


Hoefer: Here is a question from another person named Heinz Wolf who is calling 
fiom Astredorn which is also in the area of your expertise: He asks in your 
discussion whether the religious war between the Shiites and the Sunnites has 
not been slightly disregarded? 


Scholl-Latour: Yes, one of the important issues from the viewpoint of the Ira- 
nian Shiites is that the holy shrines of Shiites are located in Karbala and 
Najaf, in Iraq. On the orther hand, 60 percent of the Iraqi people are Shiites 
who do not have too much participation in the political life or the government 
of Iraq. Although, recently there has been some changes in this regard. 


Farhan: This is a case of underrating the differences if we truly mean to point 
out the dim view or opposition between the Shiites and the Sunnites. The fact 
of the matter is that the majority of the Iraqi army is Shiites and despite all 
this they have fought for six years against the Iranian regime and its forces. 


Scholl-Latour: I meant to point out the matter from the viewpoint of Iranians. 


Hoefer: Now, we have two questions from two ladies who are interested in the 
program: Monica Hobner and Monica Polisse. Mrs Monica Polisse asks: It is a 
long time now that ayatollah Khomeyni has not been seen in public. Is he still 
alive? And Mrs Monica Hobner would like to know if the person of Khomeyni is 
not a mere tool for justifying the Persian Gulf war? 


Afshar: First, he is alive and he was seen in public a while ago. Second, the 
war does not have anything to do with imam Khomeyni. In my opinion the Persian 
Gulf war has to be seen in a much wider perspective. It is where the oil re- 
venue, besides other issues are concerned. For instance, since the war started, 
OPEC has been losing ground and to a certain extend it has fallen apart, thus 
there has to be a connection between the war and the fall in oil prices. 


Hoefer: Mr Farhan, here is a student from Kassel who asks why is it that Iraq 
has closed all its airports for some time and when is it going to reopen them? 


Farhan: The Iraqi airports, if he means the Saddam airport in Baghdad is not 
closed. There are flights every day except on Mondays and Thursdays. Likewise, 
Lufthaza has two weekly flights. 

Question: What is the role of Mojahhedin in the Persian Gulf war? 


Hoefer: I mean the group which is residing in Paris. 


Franceschini: They are very active in Paris and they print and publish a variety 
of publications. 


Scholl-Latour: They have a lot of money. 
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Afshar: Iraqi money... 
Franceschini: I don't understand what you mean! 
Farhan: Iraqis themselves are in need of money. 


Franceschini: Looks like they have created a shadow regime in the manner of 
North Korea. 


Afshar: Like the God of the Sun... 


Franceschini: They [Mojaheddin] claim that they play an important role in Iran, 
which I doubt. 


Scholl-Latour: At one time they played a significant role. After they killed 
a large number of people as a result of several bomb explosions, they have now 
become quite subdued. 


Kohlschuetter: That goes to say that such killings by explosions do not interest 
too many... 


Scholl-Latour: That is right. 
Kohlschuetter: The people will show negative reaction. 


Hoefer: Mrs Hildguard Schneider from Dortmund asks: We, the Germans and we the 
Europeans have paid a heavy price for the two World Wars. When two Middle East 
countries are imposing the tragic pressures of a war on themselves, why can it 
not be asked that they themselves pay the price in the form of territory or re- 
putation? 


Afshar: Of course any war has tragic consequences. Sooner or later the support- 
ers of Saddam Hoseyn will desert him and leave him alone in the lurch. There 
will be a political, not a military solution. His Arab friends will gradually 
desert him and politically he will be isolated. This is not the first time that 
a political game piece which has lost the game will be put aside. 


Hoefer: An extra question for you: An engineer named Mohammad Maleki from 
Karlsruhe asks whether Iran is not afraid of putting an end to the war since 
there will be enormous internal problems thereafter and in all probability imam 
Khomeyni will have to go? 


Afshar: At present, there is no possibility of ending the war since too many 
parties' interests are involved in its continuation. 


Hoefer: Mr Farhan, a student named Monica Klaus [seems today is Monica's day] 


from Oppendorf asks: Is it possible that the United Arab Emirates will incur 
some damages as a result of the Gulf war? 
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Farhan: All the Persian Gulf states will incur damage, if Iraq loses the war. 
Mr Afshar, if you think that the only political solution can be brought about 
as a result of Saddam's removal, I think we are all having vain expectations. 


Afshar: We will see. 


Hoefer: Mr Kohlschuetter, apparently there is a lot of confidence in your ca- 
pability: Someone asks from you that in case Iran wins the war, what will be 
the Soviet Union's reaction? Can we ask such a question from a Swiss? 


Kohlschuetter: For the Soviet Union this is not a very favorable panorama. 
They are making every effort to prevent this from happening. They are trying 
to prevent the defeat of one of their loyal allies. They don't have too many 
loyal allies in the Middle East, even Iraq has not always been loyal. However, 
if they do not succeed in their objective--as I said, in the long run--they 
will reconsider Iran's qualification since in the long run Iran is a major goal 
for the Soviets as well as the United States. 


Question: My name is Petrkochkeh from Braunschweig. What evidence or documents 
exist which show that the chemical or poisonous gas which has injured some Ira- 
nian soldiers belongs to Iraq? Since if during the deployment of chemical or 
poisonous gas weapons the wind direction changes, the user of the weapons becomes 
the victim. 


Afshar: The documents exist. Two years ago after Iraq had used the chemical 
weapons, pertinent investigations were conducted by a neutral country with the 
cooperation of the International Red Cross. Those people who conducted the in- 
vestigations, the United Nations delegation and also the correspondents who have 
been to the scene all came to the same conclusion. 


Kohlschuetter: Even the United States, which is a loyal ally of Iraq, two days 
ago criticizeu Iraq for the use of chemical and poisonous weapons. 


Hoefer: Emil Schmidt wants to know why in this discussion there was no mention 
of the hundreds of thousands who have been killed in this war. I think we did 
not bring that up since all the world knows about that. Is it not so? 


Afshar: There are some internal heightened political clashes going on in Iran 
and similarly once in a while, there is friction with the minority groups which 
is not being kept a secret. The fact is that there has been a revolution in 
the country and there have been a lot of victims. 


Hoefer: Mr Scholl-Latour, here is a question from an Iranian named Ali Mohammad 
Diyuni, which I think is an appropriate one: Is it not true that this is not 

a war between Iran and Iraq but a war of personal v ngeance between imam Khomeyni 
and Saddam Hoseyn? 


Scholl-Latour: I don't see any reason for a personal grudge or vengeance. 

















During the shah's reign, imam Khomeyni was exiled to Iraq for 15 years, although 
he was under house arrest, yet they did not treat him improperly. I don't be- 
lieve that there is personal animosity involved in here. That is a fatalistic 
contradiction or coercion which has a historical root and now we see it manifested 
in the form of a war which was begun by Iraq. However, this fully conformed 

with the long-range plans of the Islamic revolution. I mentioned the importance 
of Iraq from the viewpoint of the Shiites before. 


Hoefer: Mr Franceschini, there is a complex question from an Iranian merchant 
named Mohammad Ha'eri from Nuremburg who asks how you explain the contradiction 
that while Iran obtains arms from Israel, at the same time it supports the Le- 
banese Shiites too? 


Franceschini: Right now, it is in the interest of Israel to create problems for 
Iraq. However, the issue of the Lebanese Shiites is another thing. 


Hoefer: A Tunisian decorator named Mohammad Yu'ini, who works in Cologne, asks 
whether the war will not be automatically resolved with the resignation of Saddam 
Hoseyn? 


Farhan: Never. If you ask me this question, I'll put it to the Iraqi people 
and most certainly they will make a different decision. 


Franceschini: Perhaps after the end of the war he will be forced to resign, 
but as long as the war continues that will be something improbable. 


Hoefer: Mr Scholl-Latour, someone named Kurt Schwarz asks: Do you think that 
this war will last as long as the Indochina war, which you are quite familiar 
with? 


Scholl-Latour: That depends on which one of the Indochina wars you are re- 
ferring to. The French, the American or the Chinese war? It is very difficult 
to pass a judgment. As far as I can, I try to avoid predictions like that. 
Once regarding the war in Angola, after the people rose up against Portugal, 

I predicted that after five or six years that the war would be over, but it 
went on for 13 years. 


Hoefer: In conclusion, as is usual for me to become the butt of the blame, some- 
one named Assad Kaveh from Dusseldorf asks why I could not find a better and more 
honest correspondent than Mr Farhan? 


Here, I have to say that fortunately there is another question as well, which 
asks how I could not find a more competent Iranian than Mr Afshar either? Thus, 
we see there is a balance! As regards the competency of these two colleagues, 
they proved their competency during the last sixty minutes together with their 
obligation. 


Kohlschuetter: And the freedom of opinion was truly observed at this round-table. 


Hoefer: Indeed. 
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30 May 1986 


IRAN 


MUSAVI ANNOUNCES MILITARY TRAINING FOR CIVILIANS 
LD261452 Tehran IRNA in English 1414 GMT 26 Apr 86 


[Text | Tehran, 26 April, IRNA -~ Prime Minister Hoseyn Musavi Saturday sent a 
directive to ministries and government organizations to provide all civil 
servants with military training. 


The directive said the courses were to "make civil servants acquainted with 
the culture of the war fronts and boost their combat capacity in order to 
safeguard the country and achievements of the Islamic revolution.” 


The courses are composed of two stages, including a 10-week preliminary 
phase with 30 on-the-job-training sessions. Each session is one and half an 
hour long. The supplementary stage should be passed in army centers. 


The general military course are not compulsory for those who have already 
passed similar classes before 1983, according to the directive. 


The Islamic Republic of Iran has over 1.6 million civil servants. Last month 
the founder of the Islamic Republic, Imam Khomeyni, called for a public 
mobilization. Later military training centers began teaching women volun- 
teers. 


Earlier Imam Khomeyni had said Iran should have a 20-million-member army to 
counter enemies of the Islamic Republic. 


The prime minister's directive also calls on civil servants to participate in 
at least a 48-hour-military course every year to maintain combat capacity. 


Meanwhile, thousands of volunteer forces from 21 cities departed for battle- 
fields over the past two days, reports reaching here said. 


The volunteers are commonly known as “marchers to Karbala,” a holy city in 
Iraq, the site of the shrine of Imam Huseyn, the grand son of Prophet Mohammad 
(may peace be upon him). 


Imam Huseyn is a symbol of innocence and bravery in Islam because he and his 
72 loyal companions were martyred in a battle with thousands of the Khalifa's 
soldiers, 14 centuries ago. 
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Islamic forces of Iran say they want to fight their way to the holy shrine of 
Imam Hoseyn. 


Four divisions of volunteer forces from the northern city of Rasht, Gilan 
Province, comprising teachers, university students, workers, farmers, theo- 
logians, civil servants and merchants departed for the war fronts Saturday. 


The caravan was seen off from the city square by tens of thousands of people 
including relatives of martyrs. 


Candy and flowers were distributed among the well wishers who were chanting 


slogans. "Death to America,” "Death to Russia" and "We Are All Your Soldiers, 
Khomeyni, We Are At Your Command, Khomeyni,” they said. 
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30 May 1986 


IRAN 


DPRK REPORTEDLY PROPOSES AIRCRAFT FACTORY CONSTRUCTION 


GF231736 (Clandestine) Voice of the Liberation of Iran in Persian 1630 GMT 
23 Apr 86 


[Text] We have received a report on the continuation of deals between the 
Islamic regime of Khomeyni and communist governments. According to this 
report, four DPRK advisers have arrived in the Islamic republic armed with a 
plan for the construction of an aircraft assembly and construction factory for 
the military industry of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The group, which is 
headed by a technical air force Major, (Kim Chun Lec) has brought proposals 
for assembly of small Soviet aircraft that currently are in service in the 
DPRK. 


The members of the group accompanied by Colonel Mohammad Hoseyn Jalali, the 
war minister of the mullahs, met Hashemi-Rafsanjani and discussed their 
proposal. 


According to another report reaching us from Tehran, Hajj J'afar Zolqadr, the 
commander of the naval unit of the Guards Corps, and Captain Malakzadegan, the 
Commander of the Navy, had a strong verbal argument during a session of the 
Supreme Defense Council held in Muitsah Khamene'is's office. During the 
session which was held on Saturday, Malakzadegan objected to remarks Zolqadr 
made during a press conference last week. This caused this illiterate knife- 
wielder who had previously managed to unseat Captain Esfandiar Hoseyni from 
his post with the aid of the Mullahs, to attack and severely criticize Capt 
Malakzadegan. 


The Guard Corps naval unit consists of a number of guards who were trained in 
Italy on small boats and hovercrafts. Several North Korean and Italian 
advisers aid them. 


/12913 
CSO: 4640/266 


110 








JPRS-NEA«~g 6. 


067 
30 May 1996 


IRAN 


OPPOSITION PAPER COMMENTS ON COMBATTING TERRORISM 

GF071518 London KEYHAN in Persian 1 May 86 p 2 

[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 
["The Week's Review" column by the board of writers: "Reagan's Sneeze"] 


[Text] It is said that when the United States sneezes, Europe catches 

a cold. We cannot think of a better way to describe the influence the 
United States wields over Europe. Despite this, it has seldom occurred 
that the biggest industrial and economic power in the world must try its 
utmost to make Europe tow its line. Combatting international terrorism, 
however, is one of those rare occasions. This will be felt by Japan 

and the Europeans in the coming conference of the most important 
industrial countries in Tokyo. It is quite possible tat the result of 
this conference, particularly on this topic, will be known very soon. 
The United States has already "sneezed" and the Europeans too have shown 
signs of catching a cold by expelling Libyan diplomats and non-diplomats 
and by imposing other limited sanctions against this country. 


Britain, in particular, has shown that it is more steadfast than the other 
European countries. It was Mrs Thatcher who called the military blow on 
Libya a "warning" not only to Colonel al-Qadhdhafi, but to all governments 
which support terrorism. According to her, other blows, heavier and more 
fierce, may follow, and not only on Libya. These remarks force us to 

turn our eyes toward Damascus and Tehran. 


Before there could be any reaction from Damascus, the twin Friday Imams 

of Tehran outlined their own reaction, but not in the same words and tone. 
One of them, Hashemi-Rafsanjani, the Majiis speaker, said: If the terrorism 
the United States speaks of exists, it should be combatted, but this is 

not the way to deal with it. The way to combat this terrorism is to find 

a basic solution to the Palestine problem and to allow the deprived people 
of the world have a share in the riches of the world. This is a 
controversial point. However, a solution to the Palestine problem and 

a fair distribution of the world's riches needs more time and the world 
cannot wait that long to combat the growing waves of terrorism. 


The other reaction was from Seyyed 'Ali Khamene'i, president of the Islamic 


Republic of Iran. Although he was in an indignant mood, his words gave an 
inkling as to what was going on in the mind of the Islamic regime. Khamene'i 
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said: If the United States carries out a military operation against the 
Islamic Republic, it will at that time have a real and correct taste of 
terrorism. It will know what terrorism means. In other words the 

Islamic Republic will, if necessary, move the wheel of terrorism in a more 
deadly way than it is moving now. 


Practically all observers of this scene agree that military blows however 
heavy, will not wipe out the waves of terrorism all at once. On the 
contrary, these blows will give further vent to acts of terrorism. This 
view is supported by the acts of terrorism which followed the U.S. 
bombardment of Libya. However, those who plan combatting terrorism also 

do not expect that there will be early success in suppressing terrorism. 

An overall program of economic expansion should work to appease the material 
motives of terrorism. Shim'on Perez has spoken of a "Marshall Plan" in 

the Middle East in this connection. It therefore seems that the views 

of the prime minister of Israel and the speaker of the Islamic Majlis 

are closer to each other than the views of the two Friday Imams are to each 
other. 


The aim of the United States' short range program is to make the governments 
that support terrorism understand that it will retaliate slaughter with 
slaughter. This, no doubt, is a new item in U.S. policy. Retaliatory 
slaughter does not take place secretly and cannot be carried out by any 
small or average country, it takes place with prior warning and with 
complete military precision. 


This policy entails grave and important consequences. The intention of 
the United States is not go give its allies and friends time to put forth 
objections, but to let them face an accomplished fact. It was probably 
on this account that the United States carried out its military attack 
against Libya before the conference of the most important Western 
industrial countries took place. 


Combatting terrorism willy-nilly was put on the agenda of this conference, 
but it would be optimistic to ‘hink that the problem of terrorism would 

be resolved without introducing important changes in the world political 
scene, especially in the Middle East and the Persian Gulf. Some countries 
fear for their existence. Libyan application for membership in the Warsaw 
Pact may be a rumor, but al-Qadhdhafi's appeal to them for help was not. 
The appeal was made when Gorbachev proposed dissolution of both NATO and 
the Warsaw Pact. If one is to believe in what is called the "Geneva spirit", 
the press conference of the head of the Soviet Union, following his meeting 
with the head of the United States, is also a part of this "spirit". When 
the Soviet leader was asked whether he was ready to cooperate with the 
United States in combatting cancer, pollution, and terrorism, he gave a 
positive response. However, it is not clear as to why the Soviet warship 
vanished from Libyan waters just before the bombardment of Tripoli and 


Benghazi. 
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30 May 1986 


IRAN 


OPPOSITION PAPER: CLERGY ATTACKED ON SHARI'ATMADARI DEATH 


GF271340 London KEYHAN in Persian 24 Apr 86 pp l, 5 


[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh|] 


[Text] Tehran, KEYHAN News Service--The telegram from the leader of the 
Liberation Movement, engineer Bazargan, to Grand Ayatollah Mar'shi-Najafi 
and all other grand ayatollahs has greatly enraged the authorities of the 
Islamic Republic against him, so much so that the members of the Liberation 
Movement have been dubbed in the Majlis as American agents. One Majlis 
deputy said that they sided with the Iraqi regime. In the telegram he 

sent to Ayatollah Mar'shi-Najafi, engineer Bazargan has strongly 

criticized the Islamic Republic regime for preventing the holding of memorial 
services for the late Ayatollah Shari'atmadari and for having expropriated 
him of his religious authority. Without naming Khomeyni, he has 

indirectly reminded him and other responsible regime officials that they 
all one day must traverse the path of Ayatollah Shari'’atmadari. The 
following is the text of the telegram from the leader of the Liberation 
Movement, engineer Bazargan: 


"We belong to God and to Him we shall return." 


Reverend Grand Ayatollah Mar'shi-Najafi, the grand Ayatollahs, and the 
religious authorities: Peace be upon you, and may you succeed in your 
missions. I offer my condolences on the seventh day of the demise of 
Ayatollah Shari'atmadari, who was a great Shi'ite missionary and was 
considered by both friends and foes as an accepted religious authority 

and one of the grand ayatollahs, throughout his life except for the last 

4 years. I pray that all of you and the deceased may receive God's blessings. 


The deceased for the last few years had been deprived of freedom of 
movement, meeting others, and medical treatment; finally he breathed his 
last breath. He was buried secretly. His near and dear ones could not 
perform the last burial rites and could not bury him according to the will 
of the deceased. They could not say the burial prayers, nor could they 
bury him where he wanted to be buried according to his will. As you know, 
the Iran Liberation Movement has always opposed the policy of going against 
the Islamic Republic system and has always been against terrorism. Even 
now the Liberation Movement is not passing any judgement on the accusation 
made against the deceased, nor on his house arrest, nor on his being deprived 
of his religious prerogatives. Would to God he had been tried in an 
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open court in the presence of jurisconsuls on religious laws without making 
any fuss and without raising unnecessary protests. I wish he had not 

been deprived of his right of defense against the charges levied on him 

in the mass media and that he had had an opportunity for a fair trial 
against the the charges. 


He had taken the path of eternity. We, you, and all others must also 
tread the same path and every living thing has to taste death. Here 

it is not the question of the death of a person. Here is the question 

of justice and fair play which should be followed. It is not the question 
of the rights of ome person, the question is of the rights of a nation 
which has learned the blessings of justice from Islam, which thinks 

that religious leaders are the place where they can find refuge and which 
has voted for the Islamic Republic in the hope of receiving freedom and 
independence. Here the question is of that Islam, the first imam of 

which used to treat his politcal opponents in a way that even after 
defeating the enemy who had risen in an armed rebellion against the Islamic 
Regime of the time, used to weep at the death of their rebellious leader 
and even used to praise the services previously rendered by them in the 
interest of Islam and the holy prophet. 


In any case the incident of Ayatollah Shari'atmadari has more than anything 
else harmed the prestige and respect of the Shi'ite religious authorities 
and their future. 


/12624 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


U.S. ‘SCHEMES’ AGAINST LIBYA--Tehran, Shaban 2, 12 April, JAMAHIRIYAH NEWS 
AGENCY--The Iranian television last night featured a political report on 
hostile schemes being conducted by the American Administration against 
Jamahiriya, for its revolutionary stands against imperialism and its support 
for the causes of freedon in the region and the world over. The television 
asserted the depth of the existing strategic alliance between the two people's 
revolutions in Jamahiriyah and Iran. It pointed out to the firm support of 
the Iranian people with all resources at its disposal on the side of the 
Muslim Libyan Arab people in its heroic resistance of all hostile conspiracies 
and schemes by American imperialism and Zionism. The television pointed out 
the similarities of revolutionary and anti-imperialist slogans being raised by 
Libyxz and Iran. It further lauded the readiness of the people of Jamahiriyah 
fox countering America asserting the similarities of the march being 
undertaken by the Muslim people in [Iran and Jamahiriyah. [Text] [Tripoli 
JANA in English 1636 GMT 12 Apr 86 LD] /12913 


KHAMENE'I ON U.S.-LIBYA RAID--Paris, Shaban 9, 19 April, JAMAHIRIYAH NEWS 
AGENCY--President ‘Ali Khamene'i of Iran confirmed yesterday that U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan must be “personal'y punished” for his attack on Libya 
and called for the continuation of struggle against American interests. 
Hojjat ol-Eslam Khamene'i, in his address at the Friday prayers, said that 
U.S. raids will never enable Washington to achieve its terrorist goal. He 
added that the Americans are worried about the existence of an Islamic and 
revolutionary state like Libya in North Africa. Masses gathered at the Tehran 
University campus, chanted slogans: “Libya wins--America loses” and "al- 
Qadhdhafi, al-Qadhdhafi we support you.” [Text] [Tripoli JANA in English 
0936 GMT 19 Apr 86 LD] /12913 


CSO: 4600/292 
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VARIOUS ISSUES DISCUSSED BY TAMIL, SINHALESE LEADERS 


Colombo SUN in English 1 May 86 p 8 


[Article by Barry Faber] 


[Text] 


Wakely Paul, Attorney, for 
mer Citizen of Sri Lanka, re- 
resents the Tamil side and 
Ir. Jeeva Gancpola, who is an 
Associate Professor of Surgery 
at Colombja University, also 
a former Citizen of Sri Lanka 
T said Wokely Paul represents 
the Tamils and to Dr. Gane. 
pola on the other side, I said, 
‘Do you represent the Sinha- 
lese” and he gave me an ans 
wer I like a lot. He sald, “No 
I represent Sri Lanka and Mr. 
Paul represents the Tamils” 
er something like that. I think 
an answer like that has much 
hotspur hehind it and hotspur 
is neither the Tamil language 
nor the Sinhalese language, 
but it is a hotspur ridden ans- 
wer and I would like for you 
to explain, 
INTERES TS 

Dr. Ganepola...: “I think you 
addressed the issue very cor. 
rectly, When you asked me 
this question, I categorically 
said I do not represent’ the 
Sinhalese interests in this mat- 
ter because’ the issue is not 
between the Tamils and the 
Sinhalese. It is between terro- 
rist Tamils or terrorists sup- 
potting Tamils and Sri Lan. 
kans of all races, Sinhalese, 
Tamil and Muslim, so that it is 
mot proper for anybody here, 
for me at least, to come and 
say I represent the Sinhalese. 
I had represented the wide in- 
terests of all the Sri Lankans. 
That's why I categorically said 


that I do not represent’ the 


Sinhalese interest. 


‘group of 


‘looking at you, You 


Rarry Faber: So I infer from 
that, and David Shortly is here 
to help me infer from that, 
that the Sinhalese are the sta- 
tus quo, You-ve sort of got 
control now and the Tamifs'‘ 
don't like it and are trying to 
make trouble. Is that correct? 


Dr. Ganepola: Well, we. 
could start the discussion say. 
ing that the Sinhalese are the 
predominant group in_ Sri 
Lanka. Then we have the ter- 
rorist group. which are most- 
ly Tamils and a hand full of 


‘Sinhalese are in the terrorist 


group in terms of {deological 
commitment to Marxism. 
Otherwise you can, in a broad 
sense, say the Tamils versus 
the rest. 


SERENITY. x 


Barry Faber: There 's 
something to say about the 
serenity of the Far East, be- 
cause I do not know of any. 
body else except someone from 
Sri Lanka who like Mr. Paul 
would sit here very placidly 
having you described as a 
terrorists. not once, 
but twice. “Counsellor, I was 
didnt 
even show any emotion.” 


Wakely Paul: “I am used to 
being cool, Mr, Bob, but bast- 
cally I wish to say this, that 
ithe Ceylon Government of the 
‘Sri Lankan Government has 


talked and talked and talked 


,about maintaining the Integri- , 
for - 


ty of a unified country 
'getting that the only time this 
‘country was unified was wn. 
‘der 150 years of British rule. 
'Prior to that the Tamils ruled 


the Tamils. the Sinhalese ruled | 
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the Sinhalese, Subsequent to ' 
independence there were two 
very severe acts which caused 
alienation of the Tamil 
Groups from the majority of 
the Sinhalese groups. 


The first was the disenfran- 
chisement of the Indian Tamil 
population and the second was 
the Sinhala Only Act. The Sin- 
hala Only Act, or in other 
words they made their langu- 
are the official language of 
the country, Under the British 
where evervbody could study 
Everybody in the 
country, unlike under the Bri. 
tish where everybody could 
study English and everybody 
was a useful figure. The Sin- 
hala Only Act created a situa- 
tion in which the Tamils were 
made to study Tamil, their own 
language and they could not 
compete with the majority 
community in their own langu- 
ace The result was a gradual 
alienation of the younger Tamil 
population from the main 
stream of the Sinhalese popu. 
jation, and I am not talking 
of my generation. I am_ not 
talking of the remnants of 
British rule. We are in a very 
different situation. It’s the 
younger generation that I am 
concerned with.” 

Barry Faber: “Is Tamil at 
all similar to Sinhalese”. — 

Wakely Paul: “No Sir, they 
have two different scripts and 
they are totally different lan- 


guages.” 

Barry Faber: “Two different 
alphabets and totaly different 
languages?” 

Wakely Paul: “Absolutely.” 

Barry Faber: “Even in 
Europe, Polish is a little bit 
like Russian, Russian fs a little 











bit like Ukranian, Ukranian is 
a little bit like Bulearian, Bul- 
parian is a little bit like Cze- 
choslovakian, Czechoslovakian 
is a little bit iike Czech. These 
are two completely different 
lanenages’*? 


Wakelv Paul: “Yes, comple. 
tely different languages,” 

Journalist: “You know 
Barry, this soundcs like a won- 
derful fight. I would leve to 


ret into it, but I am a little | 


lost. I am alwavs for the wn- 
derdog if I think the under- 
dog’s right, but I haven't the 
faintest idea who is the top 
dog or the underdog. Maybe 
these gentlemen could start 
back and just give as 55 sec. 
onds of history. I mean how 
many people are on this Island 
and where did they come from 
and what are they divided in- 
to now.” 

Dr, Ganepola: “Before I ans- 
wer some of those very great 
historical inaccurate state- 
ments Jet me answer your 
question first. First thing, Sri 
Lanka is the size of West Vir- 
ginia and it has a population 
of 15 million people, out of 


which about 10 million are-: 


Sinhalese and then about 2.1 
million Tamils and the 
Musiims and other minorities 
of Dutch.” 

Barry Faber: “Are you mix 
ing facial groups, or ethnic 
groups with religious groups.” 

Dr. Ganepola: “No ethnic 
groups only.’’ 

Barry Faber: “Tamils are 
what? Indian.” 

_ Dr, Ganepola: “All are In- 
dians at some point if you go 
back.* 


Barry Faber: “All of are 
Indian’ derivation.” = 


Dr. Ganepola: “Yes, but the | 


history of this country is very 
important. I am sure there are 


a lot of historians who are 
listening to this programme 
who will know immediately | 


there are two countries in the 
world which have _ recorded 


history of over 2.500 years, f.e. | 


China and Sri Lanka. So that 
Mr, Paul is trying to create 
history today, which is going 
to be a miserable failure be- 
cause let take. first he said 
Tamils and Sinhalese have 
heen living as two separate na- 


tions. This is absolutely in-— 


accurate. Because out of 2500 
years of history there were 4 
incursions of Tamil armies to 
the north of Sri Lanka from 
Tamil Nadu State. which is a 
South Indian State. 





rest, 


UNITARY STATE 

Barry Faber: “Was the Tamils 
invaders?” 

Dr. Ganepola: “Yes, they 
invaded Sri Lanka on 4 occa- 
sions and occupied certain 
part of the country, each time 
not more than 40 years, The 
longest occupation of Elara.” 

“Sri Lanka was always one 
unitary state except when the 
foreign armies of South In- 
dia had occupied on 4 occa- 
sions. I do not want to quote 
anything from the Sri Vanka 
authors at this time, but let 
me take the listeners to a 
Portugese author, Fr. Queros. 
He wrote a book called “The 
Conquest of Jaffna”. Now peo- 
ple who are here may not be 
familiar with the word 
“Jaffna,” Jaffna is the largest 
district where ptedominant 
Tamils live in Sri Lanka, In his 
book on the “Conauest' of 
Jaffna,” he described the 
firht to occupy Jaffna was 
with the Sinhalese army which 
was sent from Kandv’s King. 
So. it is very clear up to that 
point even that Sri Lanka was 
a wnitary state. Jt wags never 
a divided country.” 


Barry Faber: “What time 
period are you Sneaking of * 

Dr. Ganepola: “We are talk- 
ing about 1776”. “tn the 1550's 
neain there was a historical re- 
ference by Queros in 1515 also 
on the island and the most im- 
portant other asvect here ts 
the famons Robert Knox. a 
British prisoner who was in 
the central islands of Sri. 
Lanka was cantured in Trin. 
comaluec, At that time he was 
taken to Kandv, not to Jaffna, 
not to any other place in Sri 
Lanka. It is clearlv establish: 
ed from these evidence that 
Sri Lanka has been alwavs a 
unitary state where the con- 
tro) or the centre of the Gov- 
ernmert was in Kandy.” 


BETONGED TO WHOM 

Rarrv Faber: “I thought 
when Sri Lanka was Cevion it 
belonced to India which in 
turn belonged to Enoland.” — 

Dr. Ganepola: “Well, when 
the British Empire. Sri Lanka» 
and India was always adminis, 
tered as two Separate coun- 
tries, never together. Burma 
and India was together. bunt: 
Sri Lanka was always adminis- 
tered separately from Indian 
British Rqj."* 

Barry Faber: “How did the 
British handle this impossible 
problem"? 
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Dr. Ganepola: “Well there | 
was, Tam swre Mr. Pant will 
also respond. to this, until 1949, 
“herdly anv ethnic animosities, | 
There of course most hove 
been some communal _ rivalry 
in the Parliamentary system, 
but the Sinhalese as a rroup 
has shown examples of Partlia- 
mentary Democracy where they 
acted with no racial conscious. 
ness within Sri Lanka. I will 
pive a perfect example, I am 
sure Mr. Pau) knows as much 
as T know. 1911 — the first 
Parliamentary election in Sri 
Lanka was for the educated 
gent. The British gave one seat 
for all Sri Tankans and = for 
which two candidates contest- 
ed. One, a Tamil. a well res 
pected man, Ponnambalam 
Ramanathan and another, a 
well resnected Sinhalese, Dr. 
Marcus Fernando. Whom da 
vou think the Sinhalese voted 
for.” 

Barry Faber: “I haven't the 
faintest idea” 

Dr. Gonepola: “They voted 
for the Tamil candidate. There 
ws no racism, there was no 
racial prejudice there. The 
first seat. It is almost like 
thinking that the whole of the 
United States was given one 
seat by the British during 
their occupancy and thev elect- 
ed a black person to represent 
them.” 


Rarrv Faber: “Now you call 
it an ‘Educated Seat.” 

Dr. Ganepola: “They called 
it an Educated Seat.’”’ 

Barry Faber: “What is that 
— an ‘Educated Seat’ — for an 
educated native, I presume." 


Dr. Ganepola: “That is cor. | 


rect.” 
THE DIFFERENCE 
Barry Faber: “Uad the 
South Africans followed _ this 


system they wouldn't be im 
the trouble they are in. What 
impresses me, I ask this from 
Mr. Paul, do you mean to tell 
me there is a racial difference 
between you two — gentlemen 
Bitting at this table, because I 
couldn't possibly see it,” 

Mr. Paul: “No, Let me say 
this. Under the British we are 
talking of vety particular 
era in which the Enplish im- 
posed their own 


and everybody had equal op- 
portunities to compete against 
each other. That situation does 
not exist today and did not 
continue to exist today. The 
fact remains that ever since 
Ceylon won independence, 
every Sinhalese Government, 


not the UNP in particular, the | 


languare, | 
they imposed their own power © 


' 





one that is in power now, but 
the SLFP too, which was the 
other opposition party, have 
done everything in their power 
to increase the power of the 
majority community at the ex- 
pense of the minority commu, 
nity and the minority commu: 
nity are fichting to their death 
todav. For what reason? I 
would like to ask Dr. Ganepola 
why are thev fishting today 
for their independence unless 
there is a serious declaration 
of equality of rights.” 

“A minority seeking equali- 
tv if they can get it, .but if 
they don’t they are going to 


_ geek for semration”’ 


ee 


SEPARATE STATE 

Rarry Faber: “Now would 
you want a separate state on 
that Island of Sti Lanka.” 

Mr. Paul: “Not necesserily 
right now. If there can be 
certain Federal concessions 
and reasons for Federal con- 
cessiong made, I am sure the 
Tamil minority will accept 
that. Calling them terrorists is 
not going to do any good to 
anybody. The fact remains 
that they have a battle to 


fight and they are going to 
fight it.” 
Barry Faber: “What is it 


exactly the Tamils are pre. 
vented from doing that the 
Sinhalese can do,” 


Dr, Ganevola: “Let me ans. 


'' wer’ that. “because there:+' are .. 
™eertain charres that were Trait: - 


ed at the very early start of 
this discussion. The first thing 
was the disenfranchisement of 
Tamils. Probably this is where 
listener does not understand 
what this means. There were, 
during the British time. 
wherever the Colonial British 
trains ran there were groups 
of people in the baegage com- 
partment South Indian labour- 
ers, and they were unloaded 
in Sri Lanka, nearly a million 
of them, to work in. Tea, plan. 
tations. In a population at 
that time of 10 million, 10 per 
cent of the nopulation was im- 
migtant workers, They were 
coming from South India. Sea- 
Soned workers, like the Mexi- 
can people come and work in 
your estates. to work in Tea 
plantations. They used to re. 
mit monev to the poverty 
stricken South India for their 
families in India, 


DEFINE 


What happened was then at 
the time of independence the 
Government of Sri Lanka had 
to define who their citizens 
are. In that process there was 
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nothing against Tamils, but 
the Parliament in the most 
reasonable wav had to define 
who their citizens are, be- 
cause there was a large popu- 
lation of immigrant workers. 
In this definition lot of Tamil 
workers from South India lost 
their temporary citizenship 
they had been enjoving, he. 
cause most of these people 


had dual citizenship with ‘n. 
dia. Now, Mr. Paul, an Attur- 
ney, knows quite well that 
this case was tested upto the 
Privy Council, i.e. the highest 
Court in England and in Eng- 
land the British Court upheld 
the Parliamentary decision of 
Sri Lanka saying it was fair 
and out of this whole situation 
came up «bout nearly a million 
people still stayine in the 
country, Under the Mrs, Ban- 
daranaike/Shastri Pact half of 
that populuation was given 
citizenship in Sri Lanka and 
there was a merely 350,000 
which were repatriated to Jn- 


. dia Again 90,000 people who 


were _ still stateless in Sri 
Lanka. They were just prant. 


| ed citizenship by the Govern- 


ment of Sri Lanka. Now, I 
don’t know of any country in 
the world which has given 10 
per cent of its immigrant 
population full citizenship, ie. 
almost equivalent to say 20 
million Mexicans to be grant- 
ed overnicht citizenship.” 
DEPRIVED 

Mr, Paul: “These were peo- 
ple who gave up their best to 
provide the Tea industry the 
monies that Ceylon was func. 
tioning on, which was the 
major industry. These were 

onle who were there for 75. 
0 100 years and they were de- 
prived of citizenship just like 


' that, and I don’t know how 


any Cevylonese Government 
can justify that kind of action 
on their behalf. : 

Dr. Ganepola: “Actually for 
the Citizenship Act a leading 
Tamil party, the Tamil Con- 
press voted for it. So. it shows 
it was not a Tamil/Sinhalese 
issue.’’ 

Barry Faber: “Could I just 
clear something.” Now what 
happened to the 1 million.”? 

Mr, Ganenpola: “Half a mil- 
lion Sri Lankan citizens today, 
Out of half a million 350,000 


are supposed to return to In. 


dia, but they don’t want to re- 
rm ad 


Journalist: “So, you are talk- 
Ing about a half a million peo- 
ple. That is the disnute?” 


Mr. Paul: “These are 
people who lived for 
over one generation in 














this country, who say ‘ we 
have no contact with India 
‘anv more. They are not dual 
citizens India does not want . 
_them as,.citizens. They are say . 
ine thet overhere, You take 
the resvonsibility of eaiving 
them citizenship, The Cevion 
Yovernment has done nothing 
about it.’ 


Dr. Ganepola: “This is a 
190,900 people out of 16 mil- 
lion. Is that a problem But 
this problem has been come 
pletelv resolved as to the best 
interests of India todav. Be. 
cause after the recent dialorue 
between the President of Sri 
Lanka and the In‘lian Presi: 
dent the nearlv 90,000 who did 
not have decided — citizenshio 
were granted Sri V.ankan citi- 
zenship and 7 think we are 
wasting our time talking of a 
matter which has been com 
pletely settled to the best 
satisfaction of the Indian Gov. 
ernment.’ 

MODERN GENERATION 


Mr, Paul: “If I may once 
again — as far as the ultimate 
groups who were brought up 
under the British. No there 
isn’t, But, I am talking once 
again and I stress in the 
modem generation of Tamils 
who speak a different langu- 
‘age from the majority commt- 
nity, have a gifferent basic re- 
ligion, Hindus. But, that’s real. 
ly not the concern. The fact is 
that a different laneuage to 
be the official language de 
priving them of a lot of oppor 
tunities of equality seen in that 
country and that is what they 
are fichtine about. 

Journalist: What about the 
other personts rights? 


Mr. Paul: “I think the qucs-, 


tion is very casy to answer. 


In Sri Lanka in 1956 they! 


brourht up the Sinhala Act, 
fe. making one language the 
official language, In __ the 
1960's India brought Hindi as 
the official Janruage, but at 
the same time thev _ brouscht 
another Act called the R-ason- 
able Use of Tamil. Only in 
Sri Lanka a child can studv 
up to the University in Tamil 

Listener: “Mr. Paul, 
been listening to this debate 
on Sri Lanka and I have been 
following it for the past couple 


of years, Some of the prob: 
lems there.” 
Barry Faber: “Why, vou 


have been there or something.” 

Listener: “No, no, Ihave 
never becn there, but I know 
a few people from there and 
I have on principle as a con- 
cerned citizen I always obiect 
to anyone using the Urited 





I have | 


States as a base for sup“ort- 
ing terrorism. It has come: to 
our attention that the Boston 
based Tamils and Tamils in 
Massachusettes have openly 
advocated tcrrorism as the 
main cause avninst other 
meons in Sri Lanka, 

“Why are thev advocating 
terrotism in without just sit. 
ting down politically and talk- 
ing about it? 


FEDERAL SOLUTION 

Mr. Paul: “Fver since 1956, 
the Tamil population has 
sought some kind of federal 
solution time and time and 
time again, Every time a 
majority Government has 
thoucht to give us some kind 
of Federal solution opposition 
parties marched with clenched 
fists in opposition to any such 
concessions and this only re- 
sulted from 1956 to 1986 we 
have never been able to get 
any kind of Federal  conces- 
Sions. The end result is our 
young people are saying where 
can we expect to trust any 
majority Government to give 
us any kind of Fedcral conccs- 
sion. Our onlv solution jis to 


be one of fighting them our.’ 
selves, Let me also sav this, . 


that the majority Govern- 
ment’s army have been indis- 
criminately 
populations who have done ab- 
Solutely nothing other than 
sit in their verandahs or their 
bed rooms and unlike in South 
Africa, these are not people 
who have protested.’ 


attacking civilian. 


“~ 


Dr. Ganepola: “Let me ans. 


wer this very important ques- 
tion you raised, Your question, 
probably Mr. Paul did not un- 
derstand and did not answer 
Your question is why do Tamii 
expatriates ueing American soil 
and swvpportine terrorism. I 


think this Is absolutely of cer-’ 


tain concern to the Americans. 
The reason why they are using 
American soil, because I have 
discussed this matter with the 
States Department high offi. 
cials. They said because the 
American Monetary System is 
open and there is no way of 


stopping people funding terro- | 


rism abroad. 
seen the tragedy of Americans 
being killed by the Libvan 
connection last weekend. Now 
here is a newspaper about Sri 
Lankan _ terrorists. It ‘says, 
Lankan terrorists trained at 
camps in Syria and Lebanon. 
In fact, Mr. Wakely Paul is 
trying to justify terrorism by 
saying it is a kind of a frustra- 
tion. There is no pfood terro- 
rist. The only cood terrorist 
is a dead terror’ That is why 
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Now you have’ 


ithe Government of Sri Lanka 


, cent 


is pursuing a course trying to 
protect the moderate 
and others from terrorism. 
Just like the United States is 
doing to dav and the Israclis 
doing also, Now let me answer 
some other thines that have ; 
been raised here. 


Tamils 


DISCRIMINATED 


Mr. Paul said that Tamils 


are a discriminated inority. 


The facts speak for itself that 
the Tamils are a __ privileged 
minori:y in Sri Lanka, Let me: 
give you an example, In Ame.; 
rica we have 12 per cent black: 
population, In Sri Lanka w 
have 12 per cent Tamil popu- 
lation. In America out 
of 12 per cent blacks, . 
less than 2 per cent Physicians: 
are black. In Sri Lanka out of 
Tamils 12 per cent, 37 per, 
Doctors are Tamils, 40. 
per cent Lawyers are Tamils,. 
Does that speak of discrimina-. 
tion No. Now we have to goa. 
into to see why then there is. 
terrorism in Sri Lanka. The, 
reason is very clearly estab- 
lished here by very indepen: 
dent newspapers that there is. 
a Marxist terrorist campaign, 
to destabilise the only friend... 
ly country to the United 
States in South Asia, ie. Sri. 
Lanka.” we 

Mr. Paul: “If I may respond, 
to that right away — The 
figures that Dr, Ganecpola has;. 
quoted are people who have . 
been the beneficiaries of the. 
British education. We are tale 
ing of the modern generation, 
How many people are there in. 
the army today, how many 
Doctors are there today, how 
many Lawyers are there today,, 
Almost none existing. Because 
ever since the Sinhala Only 
Act discriminating arainst the 
Hasan oe it became 
Sinhalese only as opposed 
Tamil equality.” Me 

Dr. Ganepola: “Okay, Mr. 
Paul, I will leave it to the 
Moderator to look at the. 
figures of 1981, j.e. about 25 
years after the British left, It 
shows main unemployment by, 
ethnic —_— groups, Sinhalese 
14 per cent, Sri Lankan Tamils 
8.8 per cent. Now education,, 
T auote Doctors 40 per cent is 
198? figures, 

Mr. Faber: “Suppose I was 
a Sri Lankan and was of Tamil 
extraction, if I learned how to 


_ speak Sinhalese could anyone 


tell I was a Tamil”. “No”. So, 


_ then why would I not go ahead 


I would follow the majority’ 


and go through and beat the 
others.’ 








Dr, Ganepola: “Tike you peoe 
ple do in America. I come here, 
may be I spoke French in my 
country, but once I am in the 
United States I will learn 
English But in Sri Lanka you: 

»-don't have to do that even. 
You can learn, you can be 
without studying or......’9 


ALTERNATIVE 


Mr. Paul: “When you talk of 
coming to America, you § are 
coming to an area in which if 
is Ameticen past for every. 
body. Here we are talking of 
two ancient communities wit 
ancient languages each com 
munity proud of their own 
lansuage and you are told ta 
learn the other persons lan- 
guage. The only other alter- 
native is separation, that is 
what we have to resort to. | 

Mr, Faber: ‘Would you, 
agree to that.” ; 


Dr. Ganepola: *‘There is now 
way for anybody to agree he, 
cause the whole idea is a ploy. 
The former International Out 
look Editor for Business Week 
Magazine has clearly stated in 
this article to World Magazine, 
that the whole interest of thé 
Tamil terrorist group is to 
have a Marxist Communist 
Regime in the North of Srt. 
Lanka to have Trincomalee 
harbour.” 

Mr. Paul: “The Cevion Gov- 
ernment is a close ally of the 
Russian Government and they: 
have very close diplomatic Te 
lations with each other. So, 
for Dr. Ganepola to say that 
our people have any connec,! 
tions with the Russian Govern: 
ment ts totally false. There is 
+ pad no proof of that at 
all.” : , 
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